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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 








The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘“‘Board 
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of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
iustructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, to 
which address all enquiries should be made. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 36, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefure 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
omg ge Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


li.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 


! 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘l’orm K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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canal PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT, 
COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
. “> . — } j j } reek relate 
Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output ol Complaints received during the past week related lo 
, lay” 3 i . —. Pie the following articles: Boiled Sweets, Knitting Needles 
coal during the four weeks ended 29th November are i Mie Dinas Di aldaiie ° 
given below Soda, Tea, Vinegar, Walnuts, . " 
° The week's output ut 4,762,729 was vood When it is A preliminary meeting ol the Wool Lops and Yarns 
pin a oF | Sub-Committee was held on the 2nd instant, when the 
remembered that it was a short week In Northumiber- t] or ail com « Wustinge invogbicetion 
land and Durham. The total compares with 1,679,102 pencomcaagyiceses dl a ve i“? wi ee: 
tons for the week ended 15th November, " = age and =e ee , P 
District. 8th Nov. 15th Nov. 22nd Nov. 29th Nov. On the 2rd Instant preliminary consideration Was 
Northumberland 933,069 213.706 231.621 223,503 viven at a meeting of the Grocery Sub-Comiittce to 
STS 673.889 610.492 657.774 627.999 the question of the suggested publication of an approved 
Yorkshire pe ae 761,245 775,572 773,808 776,389 list of retail prices for certam erocCerles in COMM on 
Lancashire, Cheshire ; : demand. 
and North Wales... 455.983 451.465 449,757 456,794 — _— oe — “~ 
Derby. Nottingham A mecting of the Investigation of Prices Standing Be 
al Realities 578.218 573.536 582.018 579.260 Committee was held on the 4th instant. <A resolution on 
aye gg haga was adopted that the dyeing and finishing trades should zil 
a be investigated. A number of requests were considered | 
Pe gaan Pega ae Te TA I from Local Tribunals for investigation into wholesalers’ Ito 
Monmouthshire ..... 984,301 945 493 958,195 955,179 profits in respect of articles for the sale of which re. Vo 
Other English Dis- tailers had appeared before them on charges of pro- a 
a. seteeeeeteeteseeees eo Bans saps ep fiteering. The Chairman suggested that as a general he 
mies hcshaiianibeiidiiae , , - rule the procedure in the case of such requests should cas 
Total ......... 4.804.456 4.679.402 4.767.573 4.762.729 be for the Secretary to write to the wholesaler or manu. 
| facturer concerned, inviting him to give a brief state. pa: 
SUMMARY SINCE MAY 81. | ment explaining the increase over pre-war prices. The ber 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, | reply might then be laid before the Prices Committee wo 
1919, is given below :— : ' and would furnish some information on which they vel 
May 3ist_...... 4,812,595 September 6th 4,509,863 ' eould deeide whether it was advisable or not to order th 
June 7th ......... 4,644,034 September 13th 4,489,816 | an investigation. Consideration was also given to a the 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 September 20th 4,450,308 | statement on Margarine prepared by the Director of Wi 
June 21st ...... 4,736,841 Sepfember 27th 4,481,434 | Oils and Fats. The Committee were unanimously of the 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 October 4th ...... 2.871.610 | opinion that in view of the facts revealed by this wo 
July Eerie 4.728.588 October 11th ... 4.076.262 | memorandum no action was called for on their part. but 
July 12th ...... 4.796.148 October 18th 1.727 ABD At this meeting Mr. Ernest H. Budd, the representa- at 
July 19th ...... 9,893,651 October 25th 1.761.037 tive on the Central Committee of the National Associa- 7 
July 26th .. 2,587,954 November Ist ... 4.674.532 tion of Local Government Officers, was appointed to “ 
August 2nd__... 3,614,776 November Sth ... 4,804,456 the Investigation of Prices Conunittee. — The first wa 
August 9th ...... 2,642,895 November 15th 4.679.402 meeting of the Motor Fuel Sub-Comuinittee was held ant 
August 16th ... 3,726,499 November 22nd 4,767,578 on the 8th instant. aw: 
August 23rd_... 3,989,762 November 29th 4,762,729 Arrangements are now going forward for obtaining a | 
August 30th . 4,354,983 costings from the iron and steel trades. pre 
an A meeting of the Standing Committee on Trusts = 
EXPORT AND BUNKER COAL. was held on the 2nd instant. The Report of the - 
In the course of a stafement issued bv the President Chocolate Sub-Committee was presented at this meet- by 
of the Board of Trade, and printed in the Official Re- ing, and the terms of reference of the Sub-Committee the 
port of the House of Commons, the following figures were enlarged in order to enable it further to pursue its of 
were given. We have omitted some of the columns enquiries. A Sub-Committee was appointed on the vn 
which were set out in the original statement:— same date to enquire into the existence of a trust or -_ 
* Coal exports. Foreign bunkers. §Coastwise bunkers. trade combination in the Electric Lamp Industry, and = 
Price _ §Price Price the first meeting of this Sub-Committee was held on 
Month. fQuantity. ay tQuantity. a Sumy. gor ~ the 9th instant. The Reports of the Road ‘Transport ol 
1918. ian «2 4 Ae «2 2 Tons. * | a. Rates and the Farriery Sub-Commitees were considered but 
Jan. 2685,026 28 1 754,143 28 1 87.536 27 6 by the Standing Committee at a meeting held on 9th Cor 
Feb. .. 2,435,123 28 0 780,857 28 0 92,059 27 6 December. The draft report of the Tobacco Sub-Com- ¢0il 
Avdl. ne “poy ned : a acs : mye ad : mittee was discussed at a meeting held on the same 2 
May 2,813,161 27 8 741,591 27 8 84,672 27 6 date. Co. 
Bone 2.369.586 2710 666311 27 10 84.408 30 0 The first meeting of the Drugs Sub-Committee vas ie 
rhe yore “4 1 eeneeny . 4 _— ~ 6 held on 4th December, when evidence was heard on i 
Sept. 2792742 32 7 742183 32 7 ats ae Oo the subject of the wholesale price of Aspirin and the 
Oct. 2,909,319 3310 706,480 3310 91,987 32 0 wholesale and retail prices of Aspirin Tablets. A 
Nov. 2,415,965 3211 752,953 32 11 82.560 32 0 further meeting of the Sub-Committee is being held 
Dec. .. 2,092,289 33 2 600,895 33 2 84,602 32 0 on 11th December (to-day). 
— 2.349.573 34 8 937.955 34 8 wens oe « Further enquiries are proceeding in connection with 
Feb. .. 2.709.939 36 1 821830 36 1 95091 32 0 Soap, Salt and Mineral Waters. 
— oe spree _ cig 35 4 106,000 32 0 . 
Apri .. 2,568,0§ ‘ : 2 
Apel: Zamsooe 8 1 sehsr7 38 1 10g 2 0 | | MERCHANDISE MARKS COMMITTEE. = |’ 
June .. 3258442 42 7 ‘9929908 42 7 94.182 37 7 The Merchandise Marks Committee has begun its bee 
July _ 3,427, 55 49 4 1,066,854 49 4 106,902 44 4 investigations under the Chairmanship of Mr. Harry of 
cS: Gea sime es mes S$ | Sue SP. ot pe ol eociee wi ee of 
Oct. 2799625 62 5 973290 62 5 120000 Go 0 o su mit suggestions to or to give evidence before the +n 
(estimate). Committee on any of the matters mentioned below are 10 
* Excluding coke and manufactured fuel. invited to communicate with the Secretary, Mr. M. F. 
AP Se Se Same pp! one published im the Trade and oe: The Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, 
§ The price .o.b. forei , ; .C.2, | 
m i... is! the ime eeneoadiens The Committee was appointed by the Board of Trade 
4 The figures showing the value and price per ton of coastwise to consider :— ? 
bunkers are estimates. 1. Whether any ¢éxtension or amendment of the 
da Merchandise Marks Act is required in respect 
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of the provisions relating to indications of 
origin ; 

2. The utility and effect of National Trade ‘* Marks ”’ 
or other similar (collective) marks, and how 
far they should be authorised or encouraged 
in this country ; 

3. How far further international action may be 
necessary for the purpose ot preventing the 
talse marking of goods. 


+ 
> 


THE NON-FERROUS MINING 
COMMITTEE. 


a 








The Non-lerrous Mining Committee has held several 
meetings recently under the Chairmanship of Mr. H. B: 
Betterton, M.P. It has now concluded hearing evidence 
on tin-mining, and has begun its enquiry into lead and 
zine Mining, 

Dr. J. S. Haldane, I’.R.S., who is part-author of a Report 
to the Home Secretary, dated 1904, on the Health of 
Cornish Miners, described the later developments of the 
preventive measures tuken against diseases to which miner's 
aro particularly liable. No serious cases of ankylostomiasis 
have been reported for some years past, and the number ot 
eases of phthisis has been greatly reduced. 

Mr. R. F. Pearce, of Messrs. Williams, Harvey, and Com- 
pany, and Mr. W. R. Rumbold, gave the Committee the 
henefit of their wide knowledge of the tin field of the 
world, and indicated the probable direction of future de- 
velopment, 

The views of the Lead and Zinc Mine Owners’ Associa- 
tion were stated by Mr. Arthur L. Onslow, the Chairman of 
the Association, and Mr, Anthony Wilson, Vice-Chairman. 
With regard to the mines producing galena only, they said 
that it would be impossible, with current working costs, to 
work at the prices for lead ruling throughout the summer, 
but that they saw no difficulty in carrying on the industry 
at the present market price for that metal. The mines 
producing blende only or both blende and galena were in 
a less hopeful position, owing to the impossibility of dis- 
posing of their blende except at unremuncrative prices. It 
was stated that the withdrawal of the bonus on production 
and the cessation of the refund of the Coal Controller’s 
awards now made it impossible to carry on zine milling at 
a prefit, and these witnesses were of the opinion that with 
present costs the mines would be unable to pay their way 
with a price of 50 per cent. blende of less than £12 10s. 
per ton. 

Mr. Wilson complained of the heavy burdens now borne 
by the industry in royalties, rates, and taxes. He stated 
that the sliding scales for royalties, based on the price 
of the product, were fixed when working costs were much 
lower than they now are, and, consequently, there was a 
much greater margin between costs of production and 
selling price. The system of assessing for rates on the 
basis of the royalty eharge, whether any profit were earned 
or not, now involved a heavy charge on the industry, not 
only on account of the increase in the basis of assessment, 
but also owing to the rapid rise in the rates themselves, 
Complaint was also made of unfair treatment by the In- 
cone Tax authorities in the matter of allowances for de- 
preciation and development work. 

Mr, H. S. Willis, General Manager of the Weardale Lead 
Co., Ltd., explained the operations of that Company, and 
described the developments it was proposed to undertake at 
the Boltsburn, Stanhopeburn and Sedling Mines. 


"DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


SAMPLES RECENTLY 
RECEIVED. 

The following samples of foreign manufacture have 
been recently received at the Foreign Samples Section 
of the Department of Overseas Trade, and can be in- 
spected by United Kingdom manufacturers at the 
Foreign Samples Fixhibition, 3, Guildhall Courtyard, 
London, E..C.2:— 

1. A range of miscellaneous samples representing goods 

sold in the Moroccan market and accompanied by 
a special report on the trade of that country pre- 
pared by the Department’s Special Commissioners. 
The samples include textiles and hardware. 

2. A similar range from Greece, consisting mainly of 
textiles, and also accompanied by a special report 
dealing with the trade and commercial conditions of 
the country. 
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3. A small collection of Japanese glassware for the Indian 
market, comprising mainly lamp glasses and 
tumblers. 

4. A miscellaneous range of goods of Japanese manufac- 
ture, representing goods sold in the South African 
market, and including tools, hardware, brushes, toys, 
cutlery, and textiles. 

5. A collection of samples of Japanese chinaware and 
cutlery, United States cutlery, and textiles, and 
Canadian files; all for the Canadian market. An 
interesting range of handbags and handbag fittings 
of Japanese and U.S.A. manufacture have also been 
received for the Canadian market. 





TRADE PUBLICATIONS FOR PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES IN THE DOMINIONS. 

The Librarian, Bulawayo Public Library, would be 
glad to receive trade publications from the United King- 
dom for display in the reading rooms. For some time 
past the Library has endeavoured to assist in the work 
of publicity on behalf of British trade by means of a 
special table in the reading rooms, devoted to the dis- 
play of British trade publications. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa 
points out that certain of our competitors in South 
Africa ar2 obtaining free publicity through the public 
libraries generally by means of free distribution of trade 
publications, and he suggests, therefore, that the Trade 
and Technical Press of this country should not loose 
sight of the advantages to be gained by adopting this 
course, 

There are public libraries in all the leading towns of 
the Union, and indeed of the British Dominions gener- 
> As they are not wealthy institutions, and as their 
value as a means of securing publicity cannot be over- 
looked, it is suggested in the interests of our export 
trade that the leading public libraries in all the 
Dominions should be generously treated by the Trade 
Press of this country. 

Several requests for publications and catalogues 
have been made in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ on behalf of Colonial 
applicants, and in many cases the response of United 
KXKingdom publishers has been indeed gratifying. 

TRADE JOURNALS FoR NEW ZEALAND. 

The Librarian of the Wellington Publia Library, 
Wellington, N.Z., is anxious to obtain from the United 
Kingdom a collection of Trade and Technical Journals, 
which shall be available for readers from week to week. 
He will be glad if publishers in this country will assist 
him by forwarding their publications, so that by this 
means readers in New Zealand shall be brought into 
closer relation with the commercial and industrial news 
of the United Kingdom. 





CATALOGUES FOR GUATEMALA. 

H.M. Consul-General at Guatemala City is desirous 
of obtaining copies of the catalogues of United King- 
dom manufacturers of the following goods, in connection 
with which numerous enquiries are being received by 
him: Glassware, including coloured wine glasses (red 
and green); Furniture (knock-down); Loose Covers in 
Cretonne. 

United Kingdom firms interested in any of these lines 
are accordingly invited to forward copies of their cata- 
logues, if possible in duplicate or triplicate, direct to 
His Majesty’s Consul-General, British Consulate- 
General, Guatemala City, Guatemala. Catalogues 
should preferably be in the Spanish language, but fail- 
ing this, English publications might be sent. 





IN PERU. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Lima convened a 
meeting of engineers recently for the purpose of insti- 
tuting a Local Standards Committee of the British 
Engineering Standards Association, in view of the Asso- 
ciation’s valuable efforts in the general development 
of British trade overseas. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary was elected Hon. 
President of the Committee, and General Cooper, local 
manager of the Peruvian Corporation (which operates 
the greater part of the railways in Peru), Chairman. 
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Special Articles. 
IMPORT TRADE OF INDIA. 


BRITISH, AMERICAN, AND JAPANESE 
COMPETITION. 











(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner's Report, 
published to-day.) 

It is not generally realised that India was, before the 
war, and still is, the most important market in the world 
for United Kingdom manufactured goods. During the 
war many changes have occurred in the character of the 
import trade of the great Dependency, and certain for- 
midable competitors have established themselves in the 
market. The Report of H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
sioner (Mr. Thomas M. Ainscough, O.B.E.) on the 
‘Conditions and Prospects of British Trade in India 
at the Close of the War,’’ (Cmd. 442, price 2s., pub- 
lished to-day), which reviews recent changes, trade by 
trade, with great detail, is consequently a valuable 
document to United Kingdom manufacturers and 
merchants. 

Summarised, the broad situation in India’s Import 
Trade as revealed by the figures of recent years are :— 

In the last pre-War calendar year, 1913, the United 
Kingdom shipped to India over £70,000,000 worth of 
goods, of United Kingdom produce and manufacture, 
of which no less than £67,000,000, i.e., 96 per cent., 
represented manufactured articles. In the year 1917 
the figures were £60,000,000 and £57,000,000 respec- 
tively. The measure of the value of the Indian market 
to the British manufacturer can be expressed in the per- 
centage of the shipments to that market as compared 
with the total shipments to all parts of the world. In 
1913 16 per cent., and 1917 13 per cent., of the ex- 
ported manufactures of the United Kingdom were 
shipped to India. The prosperity of the country and 
the maintenance of the purchasing power of the Indian 
people is therefore of most vital importance to United 
Kingdom industry. 

ANALYSIS OF UniTED Kinapom TRADE. 


An analysis of the exports of United Kingdom manu- 
factured goods to India in 1913 shows that the trade 
may readily be divided into three main and distinct 
headings—firstly, textiles, amounting to the enormous 
total of £40,000,000, or 60 per cent. of the whole; 
secondly, metals and machinery amounting — to 
£17,000,000, or 25 per cent. of the total; and lastly. 
various railway and mill stores, together with the mis- 
cellaneous hardware, soft goods, and sundries which 
make up what is known as the bazaar trade. ‘This last 
item accounted for £10,000,000, or 15 per cent. of the 
total exports. 

The movements in the chief imports into India during 
the war are shown in the following table :—- 


| 
| 





Annual Average 

















Articles. } of Five Years, | 1916-17, 1917-18. 
1909 -10/1913- | 
14. 
Rs. | Rs. Rs. 

Cotton goods ..| 48,40,85,000 49,01,57,000 52,40,74,000 
Cotton yarn o% 3,77,18,000 | 4,04,89,000 4,29,52,000 
Sugar rm .| 13,17,58,000 15,45,03,000 15,31,98,000 
Iron and steel .-| 11,17,45,000 8,88,06,000 7,75,80,000 
Machinery of all 

kinds, including 

belting .. ae 5,80,04,000 | 6,01,42,000 5,23,50,000 
Chemicals, drugs, etc 2,12,73,000 3,50,87,000 4,30,10,000 
Silk, raw, and manu- 

factures .. oa 3,94,54,000 3,94,80,000 4,02,75,000 
Mineral oil.. ../ —3,72,03,000 4,43,93,000 3,64,07,000 
Hardware .. - 3,17,04,000 | 3,10,87,000 2,71,55,000 
Liquors... ..| 2,02,46,000 | 2,33,01,000 2,49,96,000 
Paper and paste- 

boa _ ca 1,27,07,000 2,33,10,000 2,31,12,000 
Salt .. 79, 16,000 1,91,46,000 2,20,08,000 
Provisions .. - 2,05,10,000 — 2,80, 91,000 1,77,37,000 
Motorcars and cycles 1,00,64,000  2,14,41,000 72,16,000 
Railway plant and | 

rolling-stock 6,10,94,000 1,56,86,000 49,63,000 
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LEADING CHANGES. 





The most important factor has been the eliminatio, 
of the goods of the Central Powers, and their replace. 
ment by imports from Japan and the United States 
In addition, both Japan and America have enormough 
increased their shipments to India and are successful]; 
competing in articles which formerly were obtainej 
almost exclusively from the United Kingdom. 

During the war the place of the Central Powers ha 
been taken by the United States so far as iron anj 
steel, machinery, hardware, and instruments are cop. 
cerned, and by Japan in such articles as electrigg] 
accessories, copper, paper, glassware, textiles, bee 
and apparel. The bazaar trade in cheap, showy goods 
has been entirely captured by Japan, and it is difficul 
to see how any European nation will ever be able t 
compete with Japanese low-priced labour in tho 
articles where quality is not considered and where price 
is the sole desideratum. 

The Report deals fully with Japanese and America 
competition, the competitive methods they have intro. 
duced, and their future strength in all lines of imported 
merchandise as against that of the United Kingdom 
together with the increasing share of trade which mug 
naturally be taken by India’s growing industries, 


ATTITUDE OF SeNron Mrercnanr Hovses. 


An important point is made with regard to 
the gradual change of attitude in recent years on the 
part of the old-established conservative and vet power- 
ful British merchant houses in Calcutta and Bombay 
through whose hands in the past both the export and the 
import trade of the country was transacted. 


During the war, owing to the phenomenal prosperity of 
the jute industry in Calcutta and, to a lesser degree, of 
other industries in the country, they have amassed con- 
siderable fortunes without any particular effort, and are 
consequently now inclined to confine their attentions to 
the most lucrative and least troublesome branches of trade, 
This is especially noticeable in Calcutta, where the activities 
of the large Clive Street merchants are almost exclusively 
devoted to the management of jute mills and other indus- 
trial works, to the handling of shipping and _ insurance 
agencies, and to the shipment of Indian produce and manv- 
factures. They are, therefore, of very little use to the 
United Kingdom manufacturer, except as distributors of 
piece-goods, which is a business conducted on a sufficiently 
large scale to attract them. 
_ The large engineering agency firms are also now 9 
interested in managing Jocai engineering works that they 
cannot be expected to pay the same attention to the 
interests of those United Kingdom engineers whom they 
represent, and in certain cases their manufacturing and 
their distributing interests clash. As a result, whereas the 
jute, tea, cotton and other export trades are in the hands 
of the strongest merchant houses at the ports, the import 
trade—with the exception of piece-goods and to a lesser 
extent machinery—is conducted by firms with considerably 
less status and influence. In most cases even they already 
hold so many agencies that they are unable to give them 
the attention they require, and are disinclined to consider 
new business propositions. 


NeEep ror More Import MERCHANTS. 


The time has come when the export merchant in London, 
who, in the past, has specialised on the Indian market, 
and who holds the selling agency for several United King- 
dom makers, should extend his activities one step further 
in order to fill the gap. He should open his own offices 
at the principal ports, and set up an active selling organisa- 
tion throughout the country. The old-fashioned methods 
still in vogue of treating import agencies in many of the 
largest merchants’ offices in Calcutta and Bombay will not 
survive the competition of these strenuous times. 100 
frequently the only action taken with an agency has beet 
the filing of catalogues, a minimum amount of advertising, 
and a long dreary wait for orders to come in. The idea that 
zoods must be pushed by active salesmen and_ travellers 
apparently never occurred to them, otherwise they would 
have employed such assistants. It is difficult to find 4 
single expert salesman on the staff of the old-established 
merchant houses in Calcutta, and, in fact, they have nevé! 
recruited this type of assistants. The more recently 
established firms are taking a much more active interest 1! 
the import trade, and are realising that business must be 
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sought, and that it is not sufficient merely to have an 
ofice and wait for their brokers to bring in orders. 

J would strongly recommend that when a United Kingdom 
manufacturer appoints a merchant firm as his agents in 
India, he should at the same time send out a trained 
representative, well acquainted with every particular of 
the goods he makes, in order to represent his interests. 
This representative should be attached to the agents and 
should be employed in assisting their staff by giving expert 
advice to buyers; by travelling widely, and by generally 
keeping a vigilant eye on his employer’s interests. His 
services would be of great assistance to the agent firm, and 
alse his influence would stimulate them to greater activity. 
United Kingdom makers should always bear in mind that 
the average British merchant overseas is cosmopolitan in 
his trade outlook, and devotes his attention and energies to 
those agencies which are the most lucrative, irrespective of 
whether they are for British or foreign goods. ‘The onus, 
therefore, rests with the manufacturer at home to take his 
vw measures to ensure that his interests receive special 
attention. 

MANUFACTURERS’ BRANCHES. 


The changes brought about by the war have confirmed the 
fact that the only really satisfactory method of representa- 
{ion for manufacturers of engineering plant, machinery and 
articles which find a constant and large sale in this market 
is to estabiish their own branch and selling organisation in 
India. Several of the largest firms of United Kingdom 
manufacturing engineers have adopted this method for 
some years, and the results have been so remarkably suc- 
cessful that the wisdom of the course has been proved. In 
very many cases the turnover doubled during the first year 
that the business was taken out of the hands of agents. 

The industrial development of India is proceeding on the 
most modern and scientific lines. Firms of managing 
agents to-day are not satisfied with anything less than the 
latest and most approved plant which is being used in any 
part of the world for any given process. They aiso require 
that assistance and technical advice which only trained 
engineers and specialists can give. The manufacturer, 
therefore. whose representatives on the spot can assist 
buyers with their experience of the country and its condi- 
tions, can supply complete drawings, give advice with re- 
gard to the lay-ont of the plant, supervise the erection of 
the machinery, and subsequently keep an eye on its efficient 
working, stands the best chance of securing the contract, 
irrespective of whether the actual order be placed in India 
or in London. The day when large engineering makers 
could rely upon securing Indian orders without moving out 
of London is past. They are being forced to take a more 
active part in the sale of their own goods overseas, and 
recent tendencies in India show that, unless our makers are 
prepared to open their own branches and give efficient 
service to local buyers, the orders will go past them either 
to their American rivals or to manufacturers in India. 


CoNCLUSIONS. 


Finally, I would emphasise upon United Kingdom manu- 
facturers and exporters the fact that conditions in India 
to-day are totally different from those obtaining before the 
war, The country is in the throes of an industrial rebirth, 
and buyers are determined to purchase locally-made goods 
wherever possible. Our manufacturers will also have to 
face much more intense and sustained foreign competition 
in the future than they have experienced in the past. The 
future of Germany is so uncertain that it is impossible to 
anticipate German competition for some years. It should 
be noted, however, that there is not the same intensity of 
feeling against enemy States in the East as there is among 
the Allies in Europe. 

Bazaar dealers do not mind, as a rule, whethey they buy 
British, American, or German articles, provided that they 
are able to buy exactly what they want at a cheap rate. 
The British merchant overseas is also to a large extent 
cosmopolitan in his business, and, while naturally he would 
prefer to distribute United Kingdom goods, he would, with 
very few exceptions, readily turn his attention to foreign 
articles if they showed a greater margin of profit. This 
is only to be expected. : 

Competition from the United States in machinery, metals, 
and hardware accessories, cables, and the numerous articles 
which make up the bazaar trade, will be severer than ever 
before. Both the United States and Japan have greatly 
developed their shipping, financing, and _ distributing 
organisations, and their representatives are actively engaged 
throughout India to-day in securing orders and advertising 
their wares. The onus will rest on the United Kingdom 
manufacturer to bring down his costs of production to a 
competitive level, to maintain his unexcelled quality, and 
to take a much more active interest in the distribution of 
his products than he has done hitherto. 
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In the case of machinery, plant, and articles for which 
there is a constant and large demand, he will be well advised 
to conduct his own distribution in this country, whether 
singly or in co-operation with others in group-selling organi- 
sations. In the everyday articles of commerce he will be 
guided by circumsiances as to the best form of representa- 
tion to adopt. Jn any case, wherever possible, he should 
visit the country and realise for himself that the India of 
to-day is a very different place, presenting much more 
difficult and complex problems, than the India of pre-war 


times. 
SUMMARY. 


The Report is divided into five sections, as under:— 

Part I is a general survey of the present trade posi- 
tion and a study of the most important factors which 
have contributed to it. An account is given of the 
effects of the elimination of the Central Powers, the 
entry of American and Japanese competition, the 
development of indigenous industries, and the consider- 
able rise in exchange, all of which are direct results of 
the war. 

Part II is a detailed examination of the leading 
import trades, with special reference to changes in the 
character, volume, and origin of the imports during 
the years of war. | 

Part III includes a review of the methods of repre- 
sentation and distribution in India and also definite 
recommendations as to the revised measures which 
might, with advantage, be adopted by British interests 
in order to meet the new conditions. 

Part IV treats of the development of Indian in- 
dustries and its significance, with special reference, 
firstly, to the opportunities for the employment of 
British capital and industrial management in the 
country, and, secondly, to the readjustments which will 
probably be necessary in some of-our export trades as 
a result of the competition of local industries. 

Part V consists of an account of the prospects for 
~~ sale of Canadian produce and manufactures in 
India. 

A map accompanies the Report, showing the Indian 
railway systems and the industrial and distributing 
centres. 

Particular attention should be given to Part III on 
the methods of representation and distribution in India. 
Articles dealing with this question appear under the 
‘“ Imperial and Foreign Trade ’’ and “‘ Textiles ’’ Sec- 
tions of this issue. 





KEY INDUSTRIES. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S SCHEDULE. 


In Schedule II of the Imports and Exports Regula- 
tion Bill is set out a list of the Key Industries in regard 
to which the Bill gives powers to prohibit importation 
except under licence. This Schedule is divided into 
two parts, the second of which—dealing with thorium 
nitrate and gas mantles and mantle rings—is to be 
effective for three years only. In our explanatory. 
article 27th Nov., we dealt with the general line of policy 
which has determined the inclusion of industries in the 
Schedule. The list has been strictly kept within the 
narrowest limits and no powers are provided for adding 
to it. Should it become necessary at any future time 
to apply special measures of defence to essential in- 
dustries, other than those in the Schedule, fresh legisla- 
tion must be introduced into Parliament. It is admitted 
that for national reasons the industries included in the 
Schedule are placed in a privileged position. But, in 
order that these privileges may not prejudice the in- 
terests of consumers and the public generally, drastio 
safeguards have been introduced into the Bill, which 
will provide against the setting up of injurious mono- 
polies, profiteering, and exploitation of the consumer. 

What we propose to do now is to explain the nature 
of these special Key Industries—many of which are 
obscure and little known though highly important—and 
also to indicate the considerations which led to their 
inclusion in Schedule IT. 
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PART I. OF THE SCHEDULE. 
SyNTHETIC DYESTUFFs. 


Little explanation will be necessary in regard to 
synthetic dyestuffs. The position before the war was 
that not only the great Textile Industries, but numerous 
other industries were dependent to a very great extent 
for dyestuffs upon a group of powerful German pro- 
ducers, which, by a remarkable scientific and industrial 
organisation, backed by great financial resources, domin- 
ated the world in respect of supplies of synthetic dye- 
stuffs. Approximately 80 per cent. of the dyestuffs con- 
sumed in the United Kingdom were obtained from 
Germany, the remaining supplies coming partly from 
Switzerland and partly from home producers. ‘The 
possession of great dye-making industries gave Germany 
very considerable advantages in the conduct of the war, 
which was very largely a war of chemists. The coal-tar 
products from which dyes are made are also the raw 
material of many high explosives. During the war a 
great amount of effort was expended, with State assist- 
ance, on the development of the industry here. Sub- 
stantial progress has been made, though manufacturers 
have been greatly hampered by the lack of experience 
and shortage of trained chemists, and also by the diff- 
culty of securing plant and essential raw materials. 
Explosives were in enormous demand and were in direct 
competition with dyestuffs for plant and coal-tar deriva- 
tives. There is good reason to hope that progress will 
now become much more rapid, though there is, of 
course, an enormous amount of work to be done before 
the British industry can be in a position to compete on 
anything like equal terms with Germany. It is essen- 
tial, therefore, that it should be afforded a reasonable 
amount of protection by its inclusion in the Schedule. 


SYNTHETIC CHEMICALS AND DRUGS. 


The second group includes a wide range of chemical 
products which may be described briefly as synthetic 
drugs, perfumes, photographic chemicals and tannins, 
and fine chemicals. Synthetic organic chemistry is a 
science which has been built up during the last genera- 
tion, and for various reasons has developed to a far 
greater extent in Germany than in any other country, 
largely in consequence of the development of the dye- 
making industry there. The dye-making plants pro- 
duced by-products which from the point of view of 
dye-making were useless, but which research has suc- 
ceeded in converting into drugs of great medicinal 
value, and into chemicals for other purposes. During 
the last few years the importance of synthetic organic 
chemistry has increased very greatly and it is most 
desirable that the fullest opportunities of such develop- 
ment should be afforded to the industry in this country. 
As regards fine chemicals which may be classified as 
re-agents, pharmaceutical chemicals, and _ special 
chemicals essential in carrying out certain modern in- 
dustrial processes, those required in this country were 
imported before the war almost entirely from Germany. 
Nearly all the important synthetic drugs are now being 
made here on a substantial scale, but the industry as 
a whole is as yet by no means in a secure position. The 
individual substances comprising the class cannot be 
enumerated exhaustively. The list, were an attempt 
made to prepare it, would be incomplete. Specific 
members might become unimportant and in many cases 
the resources of modern chemistry could produce effec- 
tive substitutes. 


USES OF THE SYNTHETIC CHEMICALS. 


The uses of these synthetic, organic and other 
chemicals under review are very wide—few in- 
dustries can dispense with them, and several enter 
largely into medical and surgical work. They 
include photographic chemicals which before the war 
were entirely obtained from abroad, principally from 
Germany ; synthetic tannins, very valuable to the leather 
industry; alkaloids and their salts (except quinine), 
which comprise some of the most valuable and 
efficient drugs with which medical science is acquainted ; 
acetic acid and allied compounds, which include the well- 
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known aspirin (acetyl-salicyclic acid); cinnamic acid 
and its salts used in the treatment of phthisis 
laryngeal diseases, and tuberculosis; saccharine and 
similar substances, used as sweetening materials; ceriuy 
fluoride, and fluorides of other rare earth metals, which 
were produced in quantity during the war by one of the 
British Thorium Nitrate manufacturing concerns, and 
are used in the production of carbons for flame ars 
lamps, which furnish, as compared with plain arc lamps 
largely increased candle-power for a given expenditure 
of energy ; molybdic acid and its salts, which are essentia] 
in the steel industry. Tungstic acid and its salts, which 
are the intermediate products between raw tungsten ore 
and finished metal, are also included because no rea] 
gs would be afforded to the tungsten industry asa 
key industry were makers of tungsten powder in this 
country allowed to work from imported tungstic acid or 
its salts instead of from ore. 


OpTICAL GLASS AND INSTRUMENTS. 


The total home output of optical glass before the war 
amounted to only about one-tenth of peace require. 
ments; of the remainder about one-third came from 
Trance and two-thirds from Germany. The result was 
that the British makers of optical instruments, includ. 
ing binoculars, range finders, photographic lenses, micro. 
scopes and spectacles, were largely dependent upon 
foreign supplies of optical glass, and when the war broke 
out were quite unprepared to meet the vastly increased 
Naval and Military demands for optical instruments. 
The Eritish manufacture of optical glass and of scientific 
and optical instruments has been greatly stimulated 
by war necessities, but it is not yet able to maintain its 
position, and to develop along the lines demanded 
by modern civilisation, unless some measure of 
protection is allowed to it. The old predominant British 
optical industry of the years before 1880 was gradually 
submerged by the State-aided output of Zeiss and 
Schott of Jena. What happened a generation ago may 
again happen unless steps are taken to prevent the 
disaster. 

SCIENTIFIC GLASSWARE. 

The term scientific glassware comprises generally 
glassware used in laboratories and for chemical, medical, 
surgical, bacteriological, and other scientific purposes. 
The articles which are covered by this term fall into 
two main groups :— 

(1) Those which are made completely or mainly at 
the glass furnace, such as beakers, flasks, petri 
dishes, tubing and rod, and 

(2) Those which are fashioned in the blow-pipe 
flame, such as thermometers, hydrometers, 
burettes, pipettes, etc. 

Scientific glassware is of vital national importance 
on both Naval and Military grounds, and also for all 
purposes of applied science and scientific research, and 
hence, on an adequate supply depends the efficiency of 
many industries. 

In addition to the laboratories for industrial pur- 
poses there are the medical and research laboratories 
attached to hospitals, county and municipal laboratories 
devoted to public health and hygiene, water works, 
and the various laboratories at Universities, colleges, 
schools, technical institutes, all of which use scientific 
glassware. 

_ Before the war the whole of the furnace-made scier- 
tific glassware was imported from countries with 
which we have since been at war, and_ practically 
all the glass tubing and glass instruments were ob- 
tained from the same sources. There existed, 
however, in this country a small number of workers 
who used the blow-lamp flame and produced a 
limited range of types of thermometers—in particular 
clinical thermometers—and also a number of workers 
who repaired damaged glass apparatus and who manv- 
factured lamp-blown medical and surgical glassware. 
These workers were largely of enemy origin. Fortun- 
ately at the outbreak of war large stocks of scientific 
glassware were held by dealers in laboratory supplies, 
and no immediate effect due to the cessation of imports 
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was felt. The seriousness of the position in the event ot 
, long war was evident, and steps were immediately 
taken to manufacture the most essential types. In order 
t» obtain supplies, it became necessary to transfer 
manufacturers of bottles and tableware to the production 
of furnace-made scientific glassware. Very high skill is 
required to produce this glassware, the varicty ol 
articles required is enormous, and in order to meet the 
shortage, labour had to be transferred from one type to 
another. Moreover existing glasshouses and furnaces, 
previously engaged in the production of bottles and 
tableware, were not suitable for the production of scien- 
tific glassware, and owing to the difficulties of building 
during the war it has not been possible to erect suth- 
cient glasshouses to meet the demands for this glass- 
ware. Owing to the strength and reputation of the 
German and Austrian manufacturers of scientific glass- 
ware and the difficulties experienced in developing this 
industry in war time, it will be necessary for special steps 
to be taken to establish it on a permanent basis. The 
developments which have taken place make it clearly 
evident that, given a measure of support, the Empire 
may be supplied entirely from British sources with 
this type of glassware, which is essential to its safety 
and development. 
ILLUMINATING GLASSWARE. 


This section includes such articles as bulbs, tubing 
and rod used in the manufacture of and forming essential 
parts of electric lamps, chimneys for oil lamps, 
sdasses for miners’ safety lamps, globes for electric 
arc lamps and high pressure gas lamps, and 
lenses for ships’ lanterns and railway signal lamps. 
The importance of electric, oil and high pressure gas 
lamps to the community for private, public and indus- 
trial purposes is universally recognised even if the in- 
dispensable part played by the component glassware 
has not been so widely realised Coal mining would be 
impossible without safety lamps. Lenses for ships’ 
lanterns and railway signal lamps are essential for the 
safety of shipping and railways. 

Before the war, except for a comparatively few elec- 
tric amp bulbs and lenses for railways and shipping, 
this type of glassware was obtained by importation 
mainly from countries recently our enemies. These 
sources of supply were at once rendered unavailable 
while home production was negligible. Had it not been 
for the fact that considerable stocks were available at 
the outbreak of war, and that later supplies were obtain- 
able from neutral countries, the situation, dangerous 
as it was, would have been even more serious. 

It has to be borne in mind that during the war manu- 
facturers have had no opportunity of developing 
economical methods of manufacture. The fundamental 
consideration was that of securing supplies. Owing to 
the shortage of building material and labour is has not 
heen possible to erect new furnaces in adequate number ; 
there was great difficulty in obtaining machinery in this 
country in face of the demand for munition machinery, 
and the shipping situation prevented importation from 
America. In many cases the old existing works are quite 
unsuited for the introduction of modern plant and equip- 
ment, and new works will have to be built. It will be 
appreciated that during such time as it may take to 
extend and re-equip their works, and during the early 
stages of manufacture by new processes, manufacturers 
will not only be subject to overwhelming difficulties, but 
if unaided they will have to meet competition, particu- 
larly from countries which are firmly established as 
producers of this type of glassware. 


LABORATORY PORCELAIN. 


The laboratory porcelain industry is very closely allied 
to the scientific glassware trade. On the outbreak of 
war the country was faced with a very serious shortage 
of laboratory porcelain. The only sources of supply in 
most classes of articles were the stocks of enemy-made 
goods held by the merchants in this country; but for 
these stocks the situation would have been disastrous, 
as there were no existing facilities for manufacture. ‘The 
absolute necessity of this industry to the conduct of the 
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fundamental trades of the country is apparent, since the 
control of manufacturing processes and of the resulting 
products and the preliminary work directed to effecting 
improvements all depend on work conducted in the 
laboratory. The industries considered in connection 
with scientific glassware are dependent upon laboratory 
porcelain, and in spite of the considerable supplies from 
British sources during the war, strict economy had to be 
exercised in the use of porcelain. In many cases resort 
had ta be made to the use of substitutes. 

The hard porcelain industry before the war was 
non-existent in this country, and it was only by 
strenuous efforts that suitable scientific porcelain was 
provided during the war. A great deal has yet to be 
done to make the industry safe, but there is no doubt 
that it can be properly established if rendered State 
protection and help. 

POTASSIUM COMPOUNDS. 

Potash is chiefly used in the manufacture of fer- 
tilisers, but it is also employed to a considerable extent 
in certain branches of industry: in the manufacture 
of glass, dyes, soap, explosives, and matches. before 
the war the United Kingdom and indeed the whole 
world was entirely dependent for its supplies of 
Potash Salts upon Germany, which enjoyed almost 
a monopoly of production owing to its great natural 
deposits at Staussfurt and in Alsace. When supplies 
were cut off by the war it was possible, though almost 
always with serious disadvantages, to use substi- 
tutes in some industries, but this was not practicable in 
all cases, and agriculture especially was very adversely 
affected. During the war a process for the production 
of potash from material originating in this country was 
brought into operation with very good prospects of 
success, but there have been great difticulties in the 
way of its development, especially inasmuch as the pro- 
cess involved extending plant or works already most 
severely taxed to meet the demands of war. The 
industry thus is as yet by no means firmly established, 
but there is good reason to hope that if the industry be 
afforded a period of reasonable protection, our depen- 
dence on foreign sources of supply for these highly im- 
portant compounds will be largely mitigated, if not 
entirely removed. 

TUNGSTEN POWDER AND FERRO-TUNGSTEN. 

Tungsten Powder and Ferro-Tungsten are required in 
the manufacture of high-speed steel. Ordinary tool 
steel, which contains no tungsten, loses its temper 
and its hardness and so becomes incapable of cutting 
if it be heated to a temperature well below incipient 
red heat. Asa result the cutting speed of ordinary too! 
steels is limited to that below which the heat produced 
is sufficient to draw the temper or produce this soften- 
ing. By adding Tungsten to the steel in quantities up 
to as high as 20 per cent. (but generally not exceeding 
some 15 or 16 per cent. and even less), the steel is 
changed in quality in such a way that it does not lose 
its hardness at a dull red heat. Cutting operations 
ean then be carried on at an increased speed, and 
the output of all machine tools built sufficiently 
strong to withstand the increased stresses, can be in- 
creased to about two and a-half times that possible 
when ordinary Carbon Steel is used. This property of 
tungsten is, of course, enormously valuable in all cases 
where output is of paramount importance, and in carry- 
ing out the shell programme its use was almost essen- 
tial. Tungsten steels are also required in the manu- 
facture of magnetos for magneto-electric ignition 
machines and other purposes. The Tungsten is added 
to the steel in the form of Tungsten Powder and Ferro- 
Tungsten. 

Before the war, although attempts had been made to 
carry on the industry in England, they always failed 
by reason of German competition, and, in fact, before 
the war Germany supplied practically the whole world 
with Tungsten Powder and Ferro-Tungsten—this not- 
withstanding the fact that the richest mines were in 
British territory. During the war the manufacture was 
successfully established in this country, and its import- 
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Japan. | | 
In addition to the form of Tungsten Powder just con- 


sidered, there is another particularly pure form ol 
Tungsten Powder which is required in quite small quan- 
tities for compressing into slugs and hammering out 
into solid Tungsten objects, such as electrodes for wire- 
less valves, X-ray tubes, etc. These slugs are also 
drawn down into Tungsten wire used in the manufacture 
of metallic filament lamps. The British output of this 
particular form of very pure Tungsten is not at present 
up to requirements though it is hoped that very shortly 
ive shall be able to meet our own needs and also carry 
on an export trade. 
ZINC OXIDE AND LITHOPONE. 

These commodities may be regarded for many purposes 
us more or less interchangeable. They are both white 
pigments produced from Zine material, are both used in 
the production of fine white paint, and in the manulac- 
ture of rubber goods—particularly rubber motor tyres. 
Lithopone is also used in linoleum making. Betore the 
war Zine Oxide was scarcely made in this country and 
Lithopone to only an insignificant extent, Our supplies oi 
both materials were derived very largely from Germany. 
Belgium and Holland, and when, for various reasons, 
the Continental supply became cut off, supplies had to 
be secured at very high costs from America in order 
that our tyre manufacturers might be enabled to obtain 
outputs necessary to meet the Army’s requirements. 
During the war the manufacture of Zine Oxide was 
enormously increased, and the present capacity of 
British plant exceeds the annual pre-war consumption. 
Lithopone plant was also extended, but is not yet suih- 
ciently large to fill the Home demand. To a certain 
extent the establishment of both industries is con- 
nected with the successful operation of Zine smelting, 
but nevertheless under certain conditions the manu- 
facture can be carried out economically independently 
of Zine smelting. 

Anc LAMP CarBONS AND CARBON ELECTRODES. 

Are Lamp Carbons are required for searchlights and 
in various other projectors and allied apparatus essential 
to war. Before the war there was only one firm produc- 
ing them in the country. That firm produced at a loss 
for many years, and would unquestionably have closed 
down but for the strong representations made to it by the 
Admiralty. The factory has been extended during the 
war, but unless the industry is in some way shielded 
from the competition of the very powerful American 
and German organisations it is unlikely to continue to 
operate. As regards carbon electrodes, the use of the 
electric furnace has during the war made great strides 
in this country and elsewhere; for it carbon electrodes 
are essential, and for these we have to rely to a large 
extent upon foreign countries. The importance of elec- 
trode carbons is shown by the fact that the production 
of aluminium, electric steel, many ferro-alloys, certain 
artificial abrasives, calcium carbide and many other 
materials of great importance in war is dependent upon 
an adequate supply of electrodes, which are themselves 
consumed during furnace running. Carbon electrodes 
are used also in certain modern methods of producing 
materials, such as chlorine, essential to the conduct 
of war. 

MAGNETOS AND PERMANENT STEEL MAGNETS. 

Before the outbreak of war ignition in practically 


all automobile engines in Europe was effected by 
magneto as distinct from coil and battery, and 


the vast majority of magnetos used were the product 
of one German company. This position caused very 
serious difficulties to motor transport and to ihe air 
services in the early stages of the war. The ordinary 
public, unlike the fighting services, has had little or no 
experience of British-made magnetos, thus, unless 
opportunity be given for the British machines to estab- 
ish their reputation for reliability, it can but be expected 
that the repute in which the enemy machines were held 
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magnetos which are themselves on the list, but also for 
field telegraphs and telephones of all descriptions, min, 
exploders, loud-speaking battleship telephones, Wireleg 
telegraph installations, electricity meters, and in many 
other applications. At the commencement of the war at 
the urgent request of firms who had taken up the many. 
facture of magnetos, a group of firms at Shettield too} 
up the manufacture of permanent magnets, and hay 
been, so far as quality is concerned, very successful jp 
their production. | Considerable capital has been ip, 
vested and new plants put down for the purpose. The 
difficulties encountered have gradually been overcoine 
with the help of the National Physical Laboratory 
The proportion of the total output of magnets use] {o 
magnetos is probably small, and if magnets for othe 
purposes are allowed to be freely imported it is jm. 
probable that the manufacture ‘in this country 
magnets for magnetos will be continued. If the regu 
should be that for the production of magnetos we gr: 
dependent on foreign supplies of magnets, it is obvioys 
that it would be of very little use to protect the many. 
facture of magnetos. The production of magnets is, of 
course. a highly specialised industry. | 
Hosiery NEEDLES: Latcu. 

The Hosiery Industry before the war was dependent 
for its supplies of latch needles on Germany. from 
which country some 95 per cent. of the needles used 
including all the finer gauges, were imported. The 
cutting off of these supplies placed British hosiery 
makers in a position of great difficulty, especially in 
carrying out the very large orders from the War Office. 
Efforts have been made to develop the manufacture jn 
this country, and are meeting with substantial success, 
but a stage of independence of foreign supplies has not 
yet been reached. 

GAUGES. 
Gauges including Screw Plug : crew Ring, Plain 
Plug and Amaay mg “a othe "Geen i's " 
g go Gauges, : an Not-go 
Gauges, Micrometer Gauges, Vernier Gauges, and 
other engineers’ measuring instrument of precision, 
such as we used in machine shops, fitting shops and 
viewing rooms—as distinct from the ordinary mechanic's 
measuring devices—are essential in modern engineering. 
Fixed Limit Gauges are essential in all factories produc 
ing large quantities of standardized parts. Before the 
war there were, in this country, very few firms manufae- 
turing Gauges. Our requirements were met almost 
wholly from America, Switzerland and Germany. When 
intensive munition production began, the country was 
in a most serious position for want of Gauges, and all 
manner of firms had perforce to be pressed into the 
industry at great expense and difficulty. The failures 
which took place in the early days resulted in the loss 
of much time and money, and numerous researches 
had to be conducted by the National Physical Labora- 
tory and other institutions, and by private firms in the 
country, with a view to securing the knowledge neces- 
sary to produce the great number of types. needed. 
The country now has capacity for turning out all the 
ordinary fixed limit gauges which would be required in 
ordinary engineering processes, but it is still unable to 
supply its own needs in respect of micrometers. vernier 
gauges, and certain other types. 


PART II OF THE SCHEDULE. 


In Part II of the Schedule of Key Industries the 
operation of the Bill is limited to three years. 


THortumM NITRATE. 


Thorium nitrate is a salt produced by the treatment 
of monazite sand. An ordinary gas mantle contains % 
per cent. of Thorium Oxide and 1 per cent. of Cerium 
Oxide. Poth these Oxides are produced from the corre- 
sponding nitrates, and the nitrates are produced from 
monazite sand. Monazite sand is a very complex 
mineral of which the chief deposits occur in India and 
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Brazi!. The Indian supplies, however, are much richer 
in Thorium than are those of Brazil, and before the war 
the German Ring had secured in effect control of both 
deposits. The process for producing the nitrates is to a 
very large extent secret. During the war three firms 
tuok up the manufacture, one of them at least with very 
marked suecess, and although the output is not yet 
equal to the country’s requirements, there is every 
reason to hope that it will be if the trade be shielded 
from the erippling effects of the kind of competition 
that was practised before the war. The treatment of 
monazite sand yields also, if the by-products be worked 
up, certain other materials of great importance—par- 
ticularly in the arts of war. 
Gas MANYLEs. 

From a national point of view—and particularly in 
war time—gas mantles are important in that by their 
use an enormousiy increased lighting efficiency may 
be obtained from coal gas. Ordinary coal gas burned 
in ordinary burners, gives from three to five candle- 
power per cubic foot. By the use of the incandescent 
mantle the power may be increased to anything from 
16 candles to 30 candles, and more according to the 
pressure at which the gas is used. In war time the 
use of incandescent mantles for gas lighting becomes 
of much increased importance, because when Benzol is 
stripped from Coal Gas, as had to be done in order to 
furnish supplies of isenzol commensurate with our 
requirements, the candle power of the gas when burned 
in ordinary burners was enormously reduced and flat- 
flame burners become almost useless. Notwithstanding 
the loss of Benzol the candle power of incandescent 
mantle burners is practically unaffected. Before 
the war the consumption of gas mantles in this 
country was not more than 70,000,000 annually. The 
larger portion was supplied from Germany and that by 
a very close Trust or Ring which, in 1914, was taking 
active steps to compel all outsiders to fall into line with 
regard to prices. The Ring was in a position to do that 
because directly and indirectly it controlled the world’s 
supply of Thorium Nitrate. 





MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN NOVEMBER. 


A GENERAL SURVEY. 

The Bank rate, which had stocz at 5 per cent. from 
Sth April; 1917, was raised to 6 per cent. on 6th 
November, 1919. This was followed by a rise in the 
rate for Treasury Bills to 5} per cent. for both 3 and 
6 months bills; the previous rate paid on 6th October 
was 44 per cent. for 3 months bills and 5 per cent: for 
6 months bills. The increase in the Treasury Bill rate 
was intended to strengthen the hands of the Bank, 





“whose power over the market was no longer what it 


had been before the war. As the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said on 10th November: ‘* Owing to the 
immense amount of short-term borrowing, by the 
Government, no rise in the Bank rate can be effective 
for the purpose for which such rises took place béfore 
the war unless corresponding action is taken by the 
Government in respect of Treasury bills.’’ For some 
time money had been easy and speculation was 
abundant, and the joint action of the authorities was 
interpreted as an attempt to check speculation. 
Similar but much more drastic action was taken in 
America, and call money went up to 30 per cent., with 
the result that on 11th-12th November there was a 
great crash in Wall Street, especially in speculative 
stocks. ‘‘ General Motors,’’ for example, which had 
risen from 296 on 18th October to 400 on 3rd Noveinber, 
fell to 280 on 12th November, the fall on that day alone 
being 68 points. As a result outside speculators were 
squeezed out and the market assumed a more healthy 
tone. 

The American collapse had its effect in this country, 
and all speculative accounts were badly shaken, while 
gilt-edged stocks were also depressed. The money 
market was for a time nervous and apprehensive of 
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a further rise in the Bank rate, which was, however, 
allayed by the Bank intimating its readiness to dis- 
count 60 days bills at 6 per cent. By the end ot the 
month money was easier in anticipation of the release 
of £50,000,000 in payment of War Loan interest. Other 
rates had moved in obedience to the Bank rate; the 
market rate on 3 months bills, which had been 42 on 
dist October, was 53-3 on 28th November, fine trade 
bills for 3 months had moved from 43-5 to 6-63; and 
short loans from 32-4 to 43-2. There has been a good 
deal olf controversy as to whether the raising of the 
Bank rate ic calculated to have a detrimental effect on 
manufacture and trade or not, and there is some reason 
for doubting whether manufacturers are much affected 
directly by changes in the money market, at least to the 
same extent that traders are. ‘‘ It was noted,’’ said 
the ** Economist’? (29th November, 1919), ‘‘ that the 
great banks were not very free lenders, having, it is 
surmised, plenty of money in the industrial centres, 
where thé activity of business, at the present level of 
prices, 1s causing a clamorous demand for credit.’’ 
It was also reported that industrial conceras were sell- 
ing out their temporary investments m War Loan and 
similar gilt-edged securities, as they required the 
money in their own businesses. Further evidence of com 
mercial and industrial activity is shown by the fact 
that the new issues during the five weeks ended 1st 
November were £32,221,000 and during the four weeks 
to 29th November about £28,591,000. During the first 
week in December they amounted to £15,742 ,000. 
ine Price oF GOLD For Exporvr. 

One of the most remarkable features of the month 
has been the rise in the price of gold for export, mainly 
to the Continent and the United States. The price 
of gold in the United Kingdom is 77s. 103d. per standard 
ounce, eleven-twelfths fine, which is equivalent to 
Sos. per ounce fine. In September dealings were once 
more resumed in the open marke* in bar gold, ané 
in that month and in October the price was about 99s. 
per ounce. At the beginning of November it was 103s. 
per ounce fine, rose to 103s. 6d., and on 1st December 
it reached 104s. Now, on lst December cable transfers 
in New York on London were quoted at 3.994 dollars 
for £1, or equivalent to 103s. 7d. per standard ounce 
of gold in London, so that the price of gold for export 
was actually above the exchange rate. On 2nd 
December there was a further spectacular rise to 
106s. 8d., probably owing to the small amount of gold 
in the market. It is worth noting that of a total im- 
portation of gold coin and bullion into this country 
of £59,504,000 in the four months July to October, 
£42,772,000 came from Holland and ‘Belgium in 
September and October; it was understood to be 
German gold for the purchase of food, and to be mainly 
either en route to America or held by Euronean Govern- 
ments on account of the United States. 


THE DEMAND FoR SILVER. 

Silver rose from 653d. per ounce for cash and 634d. 
{wo months forward on Ist November, to 76d. for cash 
and 732d. forward on 25th November, the continued 
demand from China and the reported decision of the 
Mexican Government to limit exports to half the output 
being the chief factors. Prices then fell to 723d. for 
cash and 713d. forward on 29th November, consequent 
on the announcement by the United States Govern- 
ment that they were prepared to sell silver dollars at 
1.29 dols. per ounce, the New York quotation being 
then 1.36 dols; it was understood that about 
70 million ounces still remain for disposal under 
the Pittman Act. Easfern exchanges rose in 
sympathy with the price of silver, and on 25th 
November the minimum rate for immediate tele- 
eraphie transfers to India was raised from 2s. to 2s. 2d. 
per rupee. At the weekly sales of India Council 
drafts the average rate for deferred telegraphic transfers 
was 23-:957d. on October 28th and on November 25th 
it rose to 26:283d. Owing to the continued expansion 
of Indian export trade the competition for drafts was 
keen; at the four sales in November bills for 240 lacs 
of rupees were offered and the applications exceeded 
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559 lacs. At the same time the high rate ot exchange 

has created a desire to remit money home from India, 

and the Indian Government has announced its readi- 

ness to sell sterling drafts on London at 253'd. for im- 

mediate telegraphic transfers and 253!d. for deferred. 
MOVEMENT OF IUXCHANGES. 

The following tables show the movements of the lead- 
ing rates of exchange, calculated in percentage of gold 
parity (relative value of the foreign currency to that of 
the country where quotation is made) :— 

NEw YORK ON 


Last week in London. Paris. Rome. <Amster- 
P dam. 
June, 1919 .. 9311 78°76 65°44 95°78 
Sept., 1915 ... 86°41 61:92 52°03 93°14 
Oct., 1919 .. SarZs OS db 48°89 93°91 
Nov., 1919 ... SdO7 93°37 93° 6U 


on 4th Dec., 1919 80°14 50°46 40°97 94°85 
LONDON ON 


Last week in Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzer- 
land. 
June, 1919... 70°06 102°65 101-00 101-09 
Ssept., 1919... 61°37 108-44 106°19 108° 0] 
Oct., 1919 ... 56°05 110712 104°22 108°25 
Nov., 1919...» 3=51°47 112-89 101°17 121-11 


on 4th Dee., 1919 51°32 118°°9 102°02 117°31 
PARIS ON 


Last week in London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzer- 
land. 
June, 1919 ... 119°74 121-93 120°24 121°50 
Ssept., 1919... 141-18 152°89 142°38 152°25 
Oct., 1919 ... 146°50 160°57 154°08 158°25 
Nov.. 1919... 156°06 176°17 158°39 177-50 


on 4th Dee.,1919 159-48 190°33 163°44 192-75 

The continued unfavourable character of the New 
York, Amsterdam and Swiss rates on this country was 
pronounced, but Paris, Rome, and Stockholm moved in 
our favour. It was expected that the floating of a new 
loan of 250,000,000 dols. for the United Kingdom, 
partly to retire 135,000,000 dols- of bonds maturing on 
November Ist and partly to produce new credit would 
improve the exchange, but the improvement was only 
temporary. Dear money both in London and New 
York and the crash in Wall Street on November 11th- 
12th had a depressing effect, and the silver position con- 
siderably disturbed all markets, and so also had the 
American political situation. The New York exchange 
has become worse since the end of November and the 
prospects oi ‘‘ stabilising the exchange ’’ do not appear 
to be bright at the moment. It is also beginning to be 
anticipated in New York that the unfavourable exchange 
will shorly cause a reduction in orders from foreign 
countries. 

Tur Trade BaLaNncns. 

Apart from all casual factors the unfavourable trade 
balance in European countries and the inflation of 
credit remained the chief causes of unfavourable ex- 
change. The principal figures may be set down here :-— 

1913 1919 
£Lmill. £ mill. 
United Kingdom: Excess 


of tmeperts........... . 133-9 617-0 (tt months) 
Krance ditto 61-8 574-4 (8 months) 
[talv ditto 45-4 365°8 (9 months) 
United States: Excess of 

SEE - fcksudisanddenens 144-0 660°4. (9 months) 


End. Dee. 
1913 1919 
f mill. £ mill. 


‘at par 
Note Circulation : rates). 
United Kingdom: Bank of 
Fingland _.........s0s-2+0.-- 29-6 85°7 (26 Nov.) 
Currency Notes ........ — 338-3 (26 Nov.) 
France: Bank of France 228°5  1,497-1 (20 Nov.) 
Italy: Treasury Notes... 20.0 86°8 (end May) 
Bank Notes +) maeiaduean 91°3 491-2 (end June) 
Germany: Imperial Bank 129-7 15,537-7 (7 Nov.) 
Loan Bureau Notes... — 576:l(end Sept.) 
United States: Federal 
Reserve Notes ......... — 561.4(10 Nov.) 


Other Paper currency 533-4 371°4(end Aug.) 
(end of June, 1914) 
Neutral Europe (Denmark, Sweden, 30/6/14) 
Norway, Holland, Spain, 
Switzerland ....... 142°] 364-0 fend Oct.) 
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THE Eank Deposits. 

Further evidence of the expansion of credit is afior led 
by the Bank reports. From the *‘ Bankers’ Maga. 
¢ le. a rae . a > 
zine tor October, 1919, (p. 382) the figures in the fol- 

lowing table are extracted :— 
Deposits, Current 
Accounts, and Note 


Circulation. 
£ mill. : 
LSY7 ea 7 Slb-4 a LOO 
1914 ide mae 1, 3807°5 — 167 
LOLS iba vad 1, 504-9 am 184 
1916 abe 3 1,714°9 = 210 
L917 ae — 2,015°5 on 247 
1918 2, 1400°1 =m 294 


During the 17 years preceding the war there was an 
average annual increase of less than 4 per cent.: dur- 
ing the four war years the total increase was 114. Tak. 
ing only the leading English banks their aggregate of 
deposits for the year ended 30th June, 1914, was £75] 
millions; for the year ended 80th June, 1919, it wag 
£1,762 millions, an increase in the proportion of 100 to 
234°6; the money out on discounts, louns, and advances 
rose from £573°6 millions to £1,163°4 millions. In 
1913 the deposits and current accounts in the six lead- 
ing banks of Germany were 4,914 million marks: at the 
end of 1918 they were 31,786 million marks, an increase 
more than six-fold. Deposits and current accounts 
in the four leading banks of Irance increased from 
6,652 million franes in 1913 to 10,570 million franes in 
1918, an increase in the proportion of 100 to 158°9. 

According to the Comptroller of the Currency the 
‘banking power ”’ of the United States, i.e, capital, 
surplus, profits, deposits and notes, rose from 21,049 
million dols. in June, 1910, to 24,340 million dols. in 
June, 1914, and to 39,085 million dols. in June, 1918; 
of the latter total, deposits formed 31,449 million dols. 
and notes 2,414 million dols. The total deposit lia- 
bilities of thé National Banks rose from 14,022 million 
dols. in June, 1918, to 15,925 million dols. in June, 
1919, while lodns and discounts rose only from 9,620 
million dols. to 10,765 million dols, showing that bank- 
ing credit was being used for Government financing; 
the holdings ot Government bonds and certificates 
by the National Banks rose by 1,055 million dols. 

The following table shows the position of the National 
Dept in the United Kingdom: 

Ist Aug., $lst Mar., 29th Nov., 


1914. 1919. 1919. 
£ mill. £ mill. £ mill. 
Total Debt .. is T1005 7.490°6 7,867°8 
Treasury Bills - Ld°d 957°0 1.089°0 
Temporary Advances 1-0 456°5 219'6 
Borrowing outside the 
United Kingdom ... — 1,316°6 1,348°6 
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THE COAL on ed (EMERGENCY) 





TEXT OF THE MEASURE. 

We give below the introductory memorandum to the 
Coal Industry (Emergency) Bill and the text of the 
measure which was introduced into the House of 
Commons last week :— 

The Interim Report of the Coal Industry Commission 
(signed by Mr. Justice Sankey, Mr. Arthur Balfour, Sir 
Arthur Duckham, and Sir Thomas Royden) contained recom- 
mendations as to hours and wages and also a recommendation 
as to how to raise the sum of money which would be required 
this year to meet the decreased hours (provided for already 
in the Coal Mines Act, 1919) and increased wages. This last 
recommendation was to the effect that the coalowners should 
be allowed to retain Ils. 2d. per ton of coal raised. 

The acceptance by the Government of this recomimenda- 
tion was communicated to the House of Commons on the 
20th March. 

The object of the present Bill is to give effect to this 
recommendation and to determine the incidence of the 
increased wages. 

The Bill provides :— 

(1) That for this financial vear (ending 31st March, 
1920) the owners of undertakings in Great Britain 
covered by the Bill shall, in the aggregate, be 
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entitled to retain in respect of coal-raising opera- 
tions (exclusive of ancillary operations such as 
coke ovens) an amount equal to 1s. 2d. for every 
ton of the aggregate tonnage of coal raised and 
weighed at the pit-head ; 

{2) That such amount of money shall be distributed 
amongst the undertakings in accordance with the 
proportion which the pre-war standard of profits 
(including the percentage standard) of each under- 
taking bears to the aggregate of the pre-war 
standards of all the undertakings ; 

(3) That the pre-war standard of profits and the profits 
for the financial year shall be determined in 
accordance with the xcess Profits Duty provisions 
of the finance (No. 2) Act, 1915, and subsequent 
enactments, with the adjustments for capital 
variations prescribed by those provisions, subject 
to the qualification that in the determination ot 
the pre-war standard and profits of any under- 
taking for the year ending 3lst March, 1920, 
account shall be taken only of the profits arising 
from coal-raising, and that allowance is made for 
the annual wastage of capital expenditure upon 
developments, shafts and shaft equipment (i.e., 
an allowance for amortisation) ; 

<4) That where the owner of any undertaking proves 
that By reason of such limitation of profits the 
Income Tax assessment which has been made for 
the year ending 5th April, 1920, would work 
injustice, the proper reduction of the assessment 
shall be made; 

(5) That the Controller may make advances for the pur- 
pose of enabling the output of a coal mine to be 
maintained, or for any other purpose, on account 
of any sums which are or nay become payable to 
the colliery owner by the Controller ; 

(6) That where advances have been made to undertakings 
in excess of — 

(a) the amount of extra wages which were 
paid (under the Interim Report) for the period 
from the 9th January, 1919, to the 3lst 
March, 1919, and 

(U) any payments which may become due to 
the owner under the Bill, 

the excess shall be repaid. 

(7) That the Agreement confirmed by the Coal Mines 
Control Agreement (Confirmation) Act, 1918, shall 
be deemed to have ceased to have had effect as 
from the lst day of April, 1919, and that the said 
Act shall be repealed as from the same date. 

Sundry provisions on the lines of the Coal Mines Control 
Agreement (Confirmation) Act, 1918, dealing with payment 
of dividends, closing of mines and the furnishing of accounts 
and information, have been embodied in the Bill. 


ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES. 





Clause. 
1. Regulation of profits of undertakings. 
2. Consequential relief from income tax in certain cases. 
3. Provision as to accounting periods. 
4. Prohibition against parting with assets, paying 


dividends, etc. 
5. Provisions as to closing mines. 
6. Provision as to wages. 
7. Power to make advances. 
8. Duty of owner to furnish accounts and information. 
9. Information by Commissioners of Inland Revenue. 
i0. Provisions as to secrecy. 
ll. Accounts and audit, 
12. Offences. 
13. Termination of coal mines control agreement. 
14. Interpretation. 
15. Short title and duration. 


THE TEXT. 

A Bill to make temporary provision on account oi the 
emergency arising from the war as to the profits and contro] 
of, wages in, and advances in respect of colliery under- 
takings, and for purposes connected therewith. 

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 


REGULATION OF PROFITS OF UNDERTAKINGS. 


1.—(1) For the purpose of limiting and regulating the 
distribution of profits amongst the owners of undertakings 
to which this Act applies (hereinafter referred to as under- 
takings) in view of the emergency resulting from the cir- 
cumstances of the war, the profits which the owners of 

undertakings are in the aggregate entitled to retain for 
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the year ending the thirty-first day of March nineteen 
‘-undred and twenty (hereinafter referred to as the 
accounting year) shall be an amount equal to one shilling 
and twopence for every ton of the aggregate tonnage of 
coal raised and weighed at the pit-head (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as ‘‘output’’), and the profits so retainable shall 
be apportioned amongst the several undertakings in 
accordance with the proportion which the standard as 
hereinafter detined of each undertaking bears to the aggre- 
gate of the standards of all the undertakings, and the 
decision of the Controller as to the amount so apportionable 
and as to the apportionment thereof shall be final. 

(2) For effecting the purposes aforesaid— 

(a) If the profits of an undertaking for the account- 
ing year exceed the sum so apportioned to that 
undertaking the excess shall be assessed on and 
collected from the owner in manner herein- 
after provided, and the amount so payable by 
the owner is hereinafter referred to as the 
coal levy: 

(b) If the profits of an undertaking for the account- 
ing year are less than the sum so apportioned 
to that undertaking, or, if there is a loss, such 
amount as may be required to make up the 
sum so apportioned shall be paid to the owner 
by the Controller, and the sum so payable by 
the Ccntroller is hereinafter referred to as the 
coal award: 

(3) For the purposes of this Act, in relation to any 

undertaking— 

(a) the profits shall be the amount of the profits of 
the trade or business as determined or deter- 
minable under the provisions of the Finance 
(No. 2) Act, 1915, relating to Excess Profits 
Duty, as amended or explained by any subse- 
quent enactment (hereinafter referred to as 
the Finance Act); and 

(b) the standard shall be an amount equal to the 
pre-war standard of profits determined or 
determinable in accordance with the provisions 
of the Finance Act. 

Provided that— 

(i) there shall be deducted from such profits and 
standard respectively the sums determined 
by the Controller to be the amounts repre- 
senting the profits arising from sources other 
than the raising of coal, and representing 
the annual wastage of capital expenditure 
upon development, shafts, and shaft equip- 
ment ; 

(11) coal levy shall not be charged as an expense in 
arriving at profits for the purposes of this 
Act. | 

(4) Excess of profits over or deficiency of profits below 
tne sum apportioned to an undertaking in manner aforesaid 
shall be computed, and coal levy shall be assessed and 
collected by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, in like 
manner as the excess of profits over or deficiency of profits 
below the pre-war standard of profits for the purposes of 
Excess Profits Duty is computed, and payments of that 
duty are assessed and collected, and the provisions of the 
Finance Act (including those relating to appeals) shall 
apply accordingly, notwithstanding that there may be no 
liability to excess profits duty: 

Provided that the Commissioners of Inland Revenue shall 
also have power to assess and collect as coal levy such sums 
as the Controller may certify to them to be the amounts 
representing, in his opinion, a reasonable amount to be 
collected in anticipation of the ascertainment of the coal 
levy, and any payment of the sum so assessed shall be 
treated as a payment on account, but shall not bear any 
interest after the date on which the sum so assessed 
becomes payable. 

(5) Where an undertaking forms part only of a trade 
or business, the profits and standard of the undertaking 
shail, for the purposes of this Act, be respectively so much 
of the profits and standard of the trade or business deter- 
mined as aforesaid as appears to the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue to be properly attributable to the under- 
taking. 

(6) Where this Act applies to an undertaking for a 
part only of the accounting year, the standard shall be 
proportionately reduced. 

(7) The provisions of this Act shall be taken to be in 
full satisfaction of all claims for compensation arising in 
the period of the operation of this Act in respect of the 
orders of the Board of Trade made under Regulation 9¢ 
of the Defence of the Realm Regulations dated the twenty- 
ninth day of November nineteen hundred and sixteen and 
the twenty-second day of February nineteen hundred and 
seventeen, or anything done thereunder. 
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CONSEQUENTIAL RELIEF FROM INCOME TAX IN CERTAIN CASES. 

2.—(1) Where any person who is subject to the pro- 
visions of this Act proves to the satisfaction of the Income 
Tax Commissioners by whom the assessment to Income Tax 
was made upon him for the year ending fifth April, nineteen 
hundred and twenty, in respect of an undertaking, or con- 
cern of which an undertaking forms part, that by reason 
of the foregoing provisions of this Act the sum assessed 
for that year in respect of such undertaking exceeds the 
profits of the undertaking for that year computed in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Income Tax Acts, the assess- 
ment shall be reduced by the amount of such excess, and 
any tax overpaid shall be repaid in like manner as other 
repayments under the Income Tax Acts. 

(2) The provisions of the Income Tax Acts relating to 
the statement of a case on a point of law shall apply to cases 
in which relief is claimed under this section. 

(3) Where relief is claimed under this section as respects 
any undertaking which forms part of a concern, and relief 
is also claimed under section forty-three of the Income Tax 
Act, 1918, in respect of that concern, the relief under the 
latter section shall not be allowed as respects so much of the 
profits and gains of the concern as are attributable to the 
undertaking. 

Provision as To AccouNTING PERIODS. 

3.—(1) For the purposes ot this Act the accounts of all 
undertakings shall be made up as at the thirty-first day otf 
March nineteen hundred and twenty. 

(2) The Controller may, if he thinks fit, permit the 
owner of any undertaking to make up his accounts {for 
periods which do not coincide with the accounting year, and 
jn any such case the profits of the accounting year shall be 
arrived at in the manner following (that is to say) :— 

(a) The profits for the period or periods so permitted 
falling partly within the accounting year shall 
be apportioned in accordance with the number ct 
months or fractions of months in that period or 
those periods which fall within the accounting 
year ; 

(>) The amounts so apportioned, and the profits of the 
period er periods, if any, falling wholly within 
the accounting year shall be added together, and 
the aggregate shall be the amount of the profit; 
for the accounting year. 

AGAINST PARTING WITH 
DIVIDENDS, ETC. 

4 —(1) No assets employed in any undertaking shall be 
removed or disposed of without the consent of the Con- 
troller, except in the ordinary course of business. 

(2) No profits shall be distributed or withdrawn in 
respect of any undertaking, and no loans, whether secured 
or unsecured, shall be raised, repaid or varied as to any 
of their conditions without the consent of the Controller : 

Provided that this provision shall not deprive any 
person of any right to require the repayment of money 
owing to him. 

PRoviIsIons As TO CLOSING MINEs. 


5.—(1) If the owner of an undertaking intends to close 
or abandon the whole or any part thereof he shall give to 
the Controller not less than sixty days’ notice of his inten- 
tion, and if before the expiration of the notice the Con- 
troller directs that the undertaking or such part thereof 
shall not be closed or abandoned, the undertaking shall 
continue to be carried on in accordance with the directions 
of the Controller. 

(2) If no such directions as aforesaid are given by the 
Controller, the undertaking or such part thereof as afore- 
said shall, unless otherwise agreed between the Controller 
and the owner, be closed or abandoned at the expiration of 
the notice or at the earliest date at which the owner has 
power to close or abandon it under the conditions of his 
tenure. 


PROHIBITION Assets, PAYING 


PROVISION AS TO WAGES. 


6 .—(1) The extra wages which have as from the ninth day 
of January nineteen hundred and nineteen been paid by 
owners of undertakings to colliery workers employed in cr 
at pit-heads of coal mines, that is to say :— 

(2) in the case of persons of the age of sixteen or up- 

wards, two shillings; and 

(U) in the case of persons below that age, one shilling, 
per shift or day worked, or regarded as having, been worked 
for the purposes of calculating their ordinary wages, shall 
centinue to be paid; and if and so far as such extra wages 
have been or are paid in respect of any period since the 
thirty-first day of March nineteen hundred and nineteen 
shall be charged as expenses in determining the profits of 
the undertaking. 

(2) Where the Controller has before the passing of ihis 
Act advanced, or hereafter advances, any sums to the 
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owner of an undertaking to meet such increase in wages as 
atoresaid the owner shall account to the Controller for the. 
amount advanced, and the advance shall, if and so far as 
it exceeds— 

(a) the amount ot such extra wages as aforesaid which 
have been paid by the owner to colliery workers 
in respect of the period ended on the thirty-first 
day of March, nineteen hundred and nineteen; 
and 

(4) any payments which may become due to the owner 
under this Act 

be repaid by the owner to the Controller, and the sums 
received by way of repayment shall be paid into the 
K-xchequer 

(3) The decision of the Controller as to the classes of 
colliery workers who are entitled to the increased wage 
under this section shall be final, 


PowrErR TO Makt ADVANCES. 

7.—Where the Controller considers that for the purpose 
of enabling the output of a coul mine to be maintained, or 
for any other purpose, it is necessary ov expedient so to do, 
he may, out of moneys provided by Parliament, make 
advances to the owner of an undertaking on account of any 
sums which are or may become payable. to him by the 
Controller, upon such terms and conditions as the Controller 
may think fit, and it the advance is in excess of anv sums 
which may become vayable to the owner by the Controller, 
the excess, with interest thereon et the rate of six per 
centum per annum irom the date ot the advance, shall be 
a debt due to the Crown and shall be a first charge npon 
the assets of the undertaking in priority to any mortgage 
or other charge thereon, and any sums received by way of 
repayment or interest shall be paid into the Exchequer. 
Duty oF Owner to FuRNISH ACCOUNTS AND INroRMATION. 

8.—(1) The owner of every undertaking shall keep and 
furnish to the Controller ai such times and in such form as 
the Controller may determine such cost accounts, trading 
accounts, and balance shects and other accounts and records 
as the Controller may require, audited and verified in such 
manner as he may direct, and where an undertaking forms 
part only of a trade or business entirely separate accounts 
ot the undertaking shall be kept, and the price charged on 
departmental transactions between the undertaking and 
any other portion of the trade or business shall be on a 
commercial basis, and such as may from time to time be 
fixed by the Controller, whose decision shall be final. 

(2) The Controller or any person appointed by him in 
that behalf may require the owner of any undertaking, 
and any director, manager, or officer of the undertaking to 
furnish any information which may be reasonably required 
by the Controller for the purposes of this Act, and may 
inspect and take copies of any books, plans, records, and 
documents relating to the undertaking, and every such 
owner, director, manager, and officer shall furnish to the 
Controller or any person appointed by him all such informa- 
tion as aforesaid, and shall produce all such books, plans, 
records, and documents as may be in his possession or under 
his control, and shall afford to such person all reasonable 
facilities for inspecting the same. 

(3) If any person knowingly gives any information 
which is false in any material particular, he shall be guilty 
of an offence against this Act. 

INFORMATION By CoMMISSIONERS OF INLAND REVENUE. 

9.—The Commissioners of Inland Revenue may make 
available to the Controller any information acquired by 
them for the purposes of income tax or excess profits duty 
or otherwise which the Controller may desire for the 
purposes of this Act. 

PROVISIONS AS TO SECRECY. 

10.—(1) Subject to the provisions of the Coal Industry 
Commission Act, 1919, any information obtained under the 
last two preceding sections shall be treated as confidential, 
and shall be used only for the purposes of His Majesty’s 
Government or any department thereof, and no person who 
obtains any such information shall disclose or make use of 
any such information for any other purpose, 

(2) Any person who may obtain any information which 
by virtue of this section is to be treated as confideniial 
shal] be required to make a declaration of secrecy in such 
form as may be prescribed by the Board of Trade, and sub- 
ject as aforesaid any person who has made such a declara- 
tion shall for the purposes of section eighty-nine of the 
Income Tax Act, 1918, and the declarations made there- 
under, be treated in relation to the disclosure of informa- 
tion under the last preceding section of this Act as if he 
was a person sworn to the due execution of the said Act. 


ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT. 


114.—(1) Sums collected by the Commissioners of Inlan¢ 
Revenue under this Act shall be paid into such account as 
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the Controller may direct, and there shall, except as other- 
wise provided, be paid into and out of that account any 
sums received or payable by the Controller under this Act. 

(2) Payments into and out of the said account shall be 
made, and all other matters relating to the administration 
of that account and to the money standing to the credit 
of the account shall be regulated in such manner as the 
Treasury may direct. 

(3) At the end of every financial year accounts of the 

yments into and the expenditure defrayed out of the said 
acount shall be made up in such form and with such 
articulars as may be directed by the Treasury, and shall 
be audited by the Comptroller and Auditor-General in such 
manner as the Treasury may direct, and shall be laid before 
Parliament with a report thereon. 

(4) Any deficit on the account shall be made good cut 
of moneys provided by Parliament. 

OFFENCES. 

12.—(1) If any person contravenes or fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this Act or of any orders or 
directions given by the Board of Trade or the Controller 
thereunder, or where any such order or direction is given 
subject to any condition, fails to comply with that condition, 
he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

(2) A person guilty of an offence against this Act shall, 
on summary conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, and in the case of a continuing offence to 
a further fine of ten pounds for each day during which the 
offence continues. 

(3) Where any such offence as aforesaid is committed by 
acompany every director and manager of the company who 
knowingly authorises or permits the default, shall be tiable 
to the same penalties as the company. 

TERMINATION OF Coat MinEs Control“ AGREEMENT. 

13.—The agreement confirmed by the Coal Mines Coutrol 
Agreement (Confirmation) Act, 1918, shall cease to have 
effect, and shall be deemed to have ceased to have had effect 
as from the first day of April nineteen hundred and nine- 
teen, and that Act shall be repealed as from the same date: 


Provided that— 

(i) the determination of the said agreement shall not 
affect any right or liability which may have 
accrued before the said first day of April; and 

(ii) any sums payable under the said agreement after 
the passing of this Act shall be paid into or out 
of the account established under this Act, and 
any sums at the passing of this Act standing 
to the credit of the account established under 
the said Act shall be transferred to the account 
established under this Act; and | 

(iii) any sums collected as Coal Mines Excess Pay- 
ments under the said agreement in respect of 
any accounting period ended after the thirty- 
first day of March nineteen hundred and nine- 
teen shall be regarded as payments on account 
of coal levy except to the extent to which such 
Coal Mines Excess Payments relate to the 
profits apportioned for the period up to and 
including the thirty-first day of March nine- 
teen hundred and nineteen, in accordance with 
the number of months or fractions of months 
falling outside the accounting year; and 

(iv) any sum paid by the Controller under clause 4 of 
the said agreement in respect of any account- 
ing period ended after the thirty-first day of 
March nineteen hundred and nineteen, shall 
be regarded as a payment on account of coal 
award except to the extent to which such pay- 
ment relates to the profits apportioned for the 
period up to and including the thirty-first day 
of March nineteen hundred and nineteen, in 
accordance with the number of months or 
fractions of months falling outside the account- 
ing year; and if no coal award is due in respect 
of the accounting year, or the amount so paid 
exceeds the coal award, such payment or excess 
or the part thereof which is attributable to the 
accounting year, shall be a debt due to the 
Crown. 

INTERPRETATION. 


14.—(1) This Act shall apply to all concerns in Great 
Britain which consist of or comprise coal mines, and where 
a coal mine forms part only of such a concern this Act shall 
apply to the whole concern except such parts thereof as may 
immediately before the passing of this Act be excluded from 
the operation of the Coal Mines Control Agreement (Con- 
firmation) Act, 1918, and any parts thereof which the 
Controller may thereafter in his discretion exclude from the 
operation of this Act, and the expression ‘‘undertaking”’ in 
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this Act means any such 
excluded : 

Provided that the Controller may exclude from the 
operation of this Act any undertaking the whole output of 
coal from which is not likely to exceed five thousand tons 
in the year ending on the thirty-first day of March nineteen 
hundred and twenty. 

(2) In this Act the expression ‘‘Controller’? means the 
person tor the time being appointed by the Board of Trade 
to exercise on behalf of the Board the powers of taking 
possession of coal mines and giving directions as to the 
nanagement or user thereof under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, and in the event ef there being no such 
person appointed, shall mean the Board of Trade, 


SHort TItLe AND DwvRATION. 


15.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Coal Mines 
(Emergency) Act, 1919. 

(2) This Act shall be deemed to have had effect as from 
the first day of April nineteen hundred and nineteen and 
shall continue in force until the thirty-first day of March, 
nineteen hundred and twenty; Provided that this limitation 
on the duration of this Act shall not affect the operation ot 
sections eight to fourteen thereof, and that the expiry of 
this Act shall not— 

(a) affect the previous operation thereof or of any. 
thing duly done or suffered thereunder; or 
(6) affect any right, privilege, exemption, obligation, 
or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred 
thereunder (including the assessment and col- 
lection of coal levy); or 
(c) affect any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment 
incurred in respect of any offence committed 
against this Act; or 
affect any investigation, legal proceeding, or 
remedy in respect of any such right, privilege, 
obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture, or 
punishment as aforesaid ; 
and any such investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy: 
may be instituted, continued, or enforced, and any such 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment inay be imposed as if 
this Act had not expired. 
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Notes on Trade. 





[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Reqgula- 
tions, Orders, ete., published in the ‘Journal,’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in tie 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 





CONDITIONS OF SALE IN BUENOS AIRES, 

According to the American press the United States 
Export Association has adopted the following general 
condition of sales covering orders taken in the Argen- 
tine markets :—- 

1. On orders taken at c.i.f, prices, the price includes the 
cost of the merchandise placed on board vessel at the port 
of shipment, freight, marine insurance, and other minor 
expenses to port of destination. The obligation of the 
shipper with regard to delivery ceases as soon as the goods 
are shipped. The merchandise travels for account and risk 
of the buyer, and the shipper assumes no responsibility for 
its arrival at port of destination or for any damage it may 
suffer during the voyage or during discharge. | 

2. The conditions of the bills of lading and of the in. 
surance policies which cover the goods detailed in the order 
form part of said order. 

3. The shipper is not to be held responsible for any un, 
expected contingencies or any case of ‘‘force majeure,’’ and 
without prejudice to the generality of this stipulation, the 
shipper is specially exempt from responsibility in case of 
strikes, floods, fires, accidents, delays, or other difficulties in 
transportaton to seaboard or ocean transportation, or in 
case of interruption of these services by acts of government 
or other competent authorities, or delays in the departure of 
vessels, or any other causes beyond the control of the shipper ; 
all unexpected expenses, such as cartage, railroad, freight, 
storage, fire insurance, etc., are to be for account of the 
buyer. 

4. In case of war the shipper may insure goods against 
war risks for account of the buyer without the necessity of 
consulting the buyer. 
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NOTES ON TRADE—continued. 








COMMERCIAL LEGISLATION IN ITALY. 

The Italian Ministry of Justice has nominated a Com- 
mission with instructions to report, before 30th June 
next. on the alterations desirable to be made in 
the present commercial law, and particularly in regard 
to commercial transactions and the registration of 
traders; credit notes, bills and cheques; unfair com- 
petition; companies and commercial associations ; bank- 
ruptcy and prearranged estimates. 


PROMOTION OF ITALIAN TOURIST INDUSTRY. 

In order to revive and develop the tourist industries, 
which are among the principal Italian industries, a 
Reyal Commission was appointed recently. 

The Commission which had two months to complete 
its work has in a few weeks presented proposals to the 
Government. It has reported it to be advisable to estab- 
lish an Institute under a self-governing body to develop 
the industries, with ample funds and capable of 
rapidly transacting business. 

The cost of the Institute wil! partly be provided for 
by the State, and partly by a tax which will be applied 
by hotel keepers affixing a stamp to all bills presented 
to their clients, of 10 centesimi on bills up to 50 lire 
and 20 centesimi for every succeeding 100 lire. 

This is in substance an extension to hoteliers of a 
tax already applied to restaurants. 

A Royal Decree dated 12th October, and published in 
the *‘ Gazzetta Ufficiali ’’ of 22nd November, establishes 
the Hotel Institute, and gives effect to all the recom- 
mendations of the Commission. 








MUNICIPAL AERODROME AT DURBAN. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa 
writes that the Durban Town Council recently had 
before them a report recommending the setting aside 
of 50 acres of land for the purpose of constructing a 
municipal aerodrome thereon. The immediate clear- 
ance and levelling of the ground was suggested ; also, 
that quarter acre sites be laid out, round the central 
landing ground, for the erection of hangars and work- 
shops. The leasehold of these sites, it was proposed, 
should be submitted to public competition. Applica- 
tions for sites have been received from a South African 
and also a United Kingdom aircraft building firm. 





SWEDEN AND COPYRIGHT. 

Seeing that Sweden has ratified the Berne Copyright 
Convention of 1908—except in regard to newspaper and 
magazine articles—an Order in Council on 25th 
November extends the protection in this country of the 
copyright Act, 1911, to works other than newspaper 
and magazine articles, of which the country of origin 
is Sweden. The Order takes effect on 1st January next. 





__— 


GERMAN EXPORT TRADE TO SOUTH AMERICA. 

According to information current in Hamburg, orders 
to the amount of, roughly, 240 million pesos have 
already been received by representatives of German 
firms in South America and Mexico. The following 
articles are mentioned :— 

Aniline dyes, aniline oil, drugs, photographic and clec- 
trical articles, automobiles, motors, typewriters, sacks, 
brushes, sheet metal and tin plates, wire, tools, pack thread, 
ofice furniture, Solingen articles, locks, building ironwork 
and iron furniture, glass goods, crystals, porcelain, writing 
paper, cardboard, pharmaceutical and chemical products, 
ready-made clothing, and the products of the lead and zinc 
and aluminium industries. 

If Germany is in a position to fulfil these orders im- 
rnediately, it is stated that*further orders can be 
reckoned with from South America. 


i 
—_ 








Fxhibitions and Fairs, 


BRUSSELS COMMERCIAL FAIR. 


SCOPE AND ARRANGEMENTS. 


The attention of British manufacturers and exporters 
is drawn to the forthcoming International Commergia) 
Fair to be held in Brussels in April next. 

The Fair is being organised entirely by the Municipa] 
Authorities of Brussels, under the patronage of 
the King of the Belgians, and also with the support of 
the Belgian Government and the Province of Brabant 

The Fair will consist of the following 29 technica} 
groups or categories, viz. :— 

1. Foodstuffs. 

2. Metal industries. 

3, Klectrical industries. 

4 Industrial supplies. 

5. Construction materials, building, architecture. 

6. Rubber and rubber goods. 
‘ 
Q 
Q 
10 
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. Chemical industry and products. 

. Pharmaceutical products and drugs. 

. Textile industries. 

. Ready-made clothes, for men, women and children. 
Leather. 

i2. Furniture, decoration of the interior of buildings, 

i3. Church furniture. 

14. Ceramics, glassware, and crystal. 

15. Jewellery, watchmaking, gold and silversmiths 

lo. Perfumery and raw materials. 

17, Toys. 

18. Woodwork, rush-straw 

19. Paper and cardboard. 

20. Books and printing. 

21. Photography. 

22. Publicity. 

23. Agriculture, horticulture, apiculture, 

24. Colonial produce and imported products. 

25. Motor cars, aviation, etc. 

26. Decorative and industrial art. 

27. Musical instruments. 

28. Economic services, 

29. General and technical instruction. 

It will be observed that practically every important 
industry will be included. 

It is proposed to hold the Fair in four different 
localities. The first and largest will be in the Pare Royal 
(opposite the Royal Palace), which contains an area 
of 15,000 square metres, and which, it is calculated, will 
hold 1,400 stands (4 x 3 metres), as well as open-air 
space for such articles as agricultural machinery. It 
is also intended to occupy the Palais d’Egmont, No. 31, 
Boulevard de Waterloo, which has an exhibiting area 
of 3,000 square metres. The Palais d’Egmont will be 
exclusively reserved for the exhibition of all kinds of 
clothing, textiles, lingerie, furs, etc., ete., etc. Further. 
more, it 1s proposed to occupy the Palais du Midi (situ- 
ated close to the Gare du Midi), exclusively for the 
exhibition of large machinery requiring motive power. 

If further space is necessary all arrangements have 
been made to occupy the wide promenade lined 
with trees along the exterior Boulevard (Boulevard 
du Regent and Boulevard de Waterloo), running from 
the rue de la Loi to the Avenue Louise, and beyond, if 
necessary. It is estimated that this will give them 
space for a further 700 stands. 

The charges for space are as follows :—- 

(1) Closed stand (4 x 8 metres), fr, 600. 

(2} Space in the Palais d’Egmont, fr. 100 per sq. metre. 

(3) Space in the Palais du Midi, fr. 40 per sq. metre. 

(4) Open-air space per square metre, fr. 25. 

Application for space should be made to the Executive 
Committee of the Fair, Grand’place 19, Brussels, 
not later than 15th January. 

The remission of Customs duties on goods imported 
for exhibition, and subsequently returned to the United 
Kingdom, has already been officially sanctioned by the 
Belgian Government. 

Stands may be rented as a whole, or the partitions 
may be taken away, and several stands can be embodied 
in one. On the other hand, it will be possible for 
a firm to rent half a stand. 

All advertisements for insertion in the catalogue must 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS — continued. 





be submitted to the Secretariat by 15th January. The 
rate for advertisements will be :-— 
1 full page, 200 frs.; } page, 120 frs. ; | page, 60frs 
The Department of Overseas Trade is anxious that 
British firms who propose to exhibit will notify them 
of their intentions. 





SAO PAULO ENHIBITIONS. 

The Secretary of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil writes that up to 
the present time the following are the exhibitions 
which have been decided upon :— 


ardware, ironmongery and | 
1. Ha -_ - = list January, 1920. 


allied trades ............05. 
i NN CD ss siisinxcnisorscaves ist April, 1920. 
3. Jewellery, silver and plated) 54 July, 1920. 
SE caeiatinxcceneveninenests : 
4. Pottery and glass ............... Ist October, 192U. 
5. Toys and games ............... Ist January, 1921. 


If, however, it should be suggested, and assurance 
of sufficient support be forthcoming, for an exhibition 
covering another trade or trades before Nos. 4 and 5 are 
definitely arranged, such exhibiton could precede 
these two last-mentioned of the series. 

An exhibition of textiles is also to be held; this will, 
it is hoped, take place immediately after the above- 
mentioned exhibition No, 5. 

Among the series which are to follow those indicated, 
it is the desire of the Chamber to include electrical 
goods, printing, stationery and office supplies, pro- 
visions, rubber goods and the goods of any other trade 
which can be properly represented by a separate 
exhibition. 


FORTHCOMING MINING ENHIBITION 
AT JOHANNESBURG. 

The sequence of Annual Mining Exhibitions held by 
the Chemical, Metallurgical and Mining Society of 
South Africa was broken by the war. It is now in- 
tended to resume them, though the next one, to be 
held at the School of Mines from 21st to 51st January, 
1920, will be necessarily on a smaller scale than its 
predecessors. 

It is intended, therefore, that the Exhibition shall 
be primarily for (1) exhibiting the many devices and 
materials manufactured locally for the mines during the 
war, as substitutes in place of supplies usually imported ; 
(2) other devices and apparatus used on the surface end 
underground; (3) a comprehensive exhibit of “* Satety 
First ’* devices; (4) crude and manufactured mineral 
products; and (5) diagrams, models, etc., of mines, 
works, plants, apparatus, etc., of recent date, or con- 
nected with the early history of the Transvaal Mines. 
No charge will be made for exhibits shown by Mines 
or mine employees. 








SAMPLE FAIR AT LIBAU. 

The Exchange Committee of Libau announces that 
it intends to set up a Sample Fair in Libau in June 
next. It is proposed that its scope shall be inter- 
national, and shall include samples of raw materials, 
manufactures, engines, victuals and provisions, ete. 
The Fair is to be annual. 


—_—_—_——_—- = -- 


TEXTILE SAMPLE FAIR AT KOENIGSBERG. 

A Textile Sample Fair is to take place at Koenigsberg 
next February, and all preparations, it is stated, are well 
advanced. 

Many firms from Berlin, Breslau and Stettin have already 
taken stands. The following branches are represented ;-— 
Men and Women’s Ready-made Clothing, Fur Hat and Cap 
Manufacturers, Curtain and Carpet Manufacturers and 
Dealers, Woollen, Cotton and Linen Manufacturers, and all 
kinds of Sewing Machines, 

? The office of the Fair is at Kneiph. Langg. 14, Koenigs- 
erg, 


a 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








UNITED KINGDOM. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN NOVEMBEKL 

The imports into the United Kingdom in November were 
valued at £143,565,000 or £9,921,0U00 less than the value for 
October. The value of the exports of produce and manu- 
factures of the United Kingdom amounted to £87,110,000, 
an increase of £8,049,000 on the total for October, and about 
£46,000,000 more than the value recorded for January or 
February last. Foreign and colonial merchandise was ex- 
ported to the value of £20,267,000, or £625,000 more than in 
October. 

VALUE OF TRADE. 

The following table gives, under the three principal classes 
ot articles, the values for November and October, 1919, and 
for the eleven months ended 30th November, 1919 and 1913. 
The values of the principal classes of articles imported and 
exported in November, 1919 and 1918, are given in the 
table under ‘‘Commercial Returns” at the end of this issue. 
Details of the quantities and values of the principal articles 
imported and exported, distinguishing the principal coun- 
tries concerned are published for each month in the Accounts 
relating to trade and navigation of the United Kingdom. 
These Accounts may be purchased direct from H.M. 
Stationery Office, or through any bookseller. 

Raw-Ma- Articles Total, in- 
Food, terials and wholly or cluding mis- 


— Drink, Articles mainly  cellaneous 
and mainly manu- and un- 
Tobacco. unmanu- factured. classified. 
factured. 

November, 1919— Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £ 
Imports ‘ ‘ 60,892 60,253 21,848 143,565 
Exports— 

British 7” on 4,219 12,942 68,695 87,110 

Foreign & Colonial— 425) 11,790 4,2?1 NM), 267 
Imports 64,239 60,716 28,027 153,486 
Exports— 

British is wi 3,794 12,723 61,506 79,061 

Foreign & Colonial- VL 11,862 IWS 19,642 
Eleven Months ended 

30th November :— 
1919— 
Imports 648,419 570,246 238,086 1,462,703 
Exports—- | 

British ~~ 29,157 106,920 561,074 707,515 

Forzign & Colonial— 37 80:2 t 45209 BUS 4 138,161 
Imports 263,940 253,425 177,762 697,920 
Exports— 

British ; - 29,498 63,776 379,280 482,134 

Foreign & Colonial 14,500 Jb8,109 27,158 99,927 

IMPORTS. 


The imports in November of food, drink and tobacco show 
a decrease of £3,347,000 when compared with the value for 
October, grain and flour accounting for a _ decrease 
of £2,018,000, meat for a decrease of £1,818,000, and other 
non-dutiable food and drink for a decrease of £2,166,000. 
Articles of food and drink subject to Customs duty were 
imported to a value which was more by £2,535,000 than the 
value for October, increased receipts of cocoa, sugar, fruit 
preserved with sugar and jam, «na tea being maialy 
responsible for the greater value. The November imports of 
articles classed as raw materials and mainly unmanufac- 
tured were valued at £463.600 less than the imports of such 
articles in October. The following are the most important 
differences in this class: —Cotton an increase of £4,058,000, 
wool an increase of £2,759,000, hemp (dressed or undressed) 
an increase of £549,000, jute an increase of £1,282,000, 
accompanied by a decrease of £3,461,000 in wood and timber, 
of £3,289,000 in oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats, etc., of £727,000 
in hides and undressed skins, and of £744,000 in rubber. 
The imports in November of articles wholly or mainly 
manufactured show a decrease of £6,179,000 compared with 
the value for October, most of the groups of articles in- 
cluded in this class contributing to this decrease. The 
following are the important decreases:—Iron and _ steel, 
and manufactures thereof, £279,000; other metals 
and manufactures thereof, £1,371,000; machinery, £465,900 ; 
silk varns and fabrics, £329,000; leather and manufactures, 
not including, boots and shoes, £1 447,000 ; motor cars and 
parts thereof, £231,000; and oil-seed cake, £457,000, 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 








Exports. 

in November the exports of coal amounted to 2,747,000 
tons, valued at £8,529,000, compared with 2,730,000 tons 
valued at £8,517,000 in October, the average value per ton 
being thus slightly lower in November. The value of the 
exports of produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom 
classed as wholly or mainly manufactured exceeded the cor- 
responding value for October by £7,189,000, and followed 
an increase amounting to £10,939,000 comparing the October 
value with that for September. Increases are recorded in 
the values of all groups of articles in this class, the most 
important being:—Metals and manutactures_ thereof, 
£725,000 ; cotton yarns and fabrics, £911,000; woollen yarns 
and fabrics, £1,680,000; apparel (excluding boots and shoes 
and hats and bonnets), £423,000; cnemicals, drugs, etc., 
£319,000; leather and manufactures thereof, excluding boots 
and shoes, £488,000; and railway carriages, motor Cars, 
cycles, etc., £483,000. 

The values of the exports in November of foreign and 
colonial merchandise show the following increases :—Grain 
and flour, £646,000; raw cotton, £688,000; and metals and 
manufactures thereof, other than iron and steel, £346,000. 
The value of the meat re-exported was less by £965,000 
than in the previous month. 

TRADE FOR ELEVEN MOonTuHsS. 

Comparing the value of the imports for the eleven months 
ended 30th November, 1919, with the corresponding par- 
ticulars for 1918 and 1913, increases ot £259,375,UU0 (or 
214 per cent.) and £764,783,000 (or 1095 per cent.) respec- 
tively are recorded. Food, drink and tobacco totalled to 
£124,666,000 more than in 1918, and raw materials and 
articles mainly unmanufactured to £156,673,000 more, while 
the total for articles wholly or mainly manufactured was 
£21,174,000 less. In the vaiue of food and drink subject to 
Customs duty an increase of £67,206,000 is shown, the 
principal increases in this group of dutiable imports being: 
Raw cocoa, £6,491,000; coffee, £5,073,000; dried fruits, 
£10,398,900 ; sugar, £15,122,000; fruit preserved with sugar, 
and jam, £8,138,000; and wine £11,506,000. The eleven 
months’ receipts of tobacco show an increased value amount- 
ing to £2],688,000, unmanutactured tobacco accounting for 
£20,920,000 of this increase, and showing an increase of 
18 per cent. in the average. value per lb, The following are 
the principal increases recorded in the values of the imports 
of raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured :— 
Wood and timber, £40,759,000; cotton, £19,635,000; wool, 
£62,726,000; oil seeds, nuts, oils, etc., £13,118,000; hides 
and undressed skins, £10,522,000; and rubber, £10,943,000. 
Leather, dressed and undressed, accounts for an increase of 
£26,694,000. Metals and manufactures thereof, other than 
iron and steel, show a decreased value of £11,160,000; and 
chemicals, drugs, dyes and colours a decrease of £15,492,000. 

The exports of produce and manufactures of the United 
Kingdom during the eleven months of the current year, 
compared with the corresponding particulars for 1918 and 
1913, show increases of £247,324,000 (or nearly 54 per cent.) 
and £225,381,000 (or nearly 47 per cent.) respectively. Food, 
drink and tobacco contribute £18,170,000 to the increase 
over the value for the eleven months of 1918, raw materials 
and articles mainly unmanufactured £50,362,000, and 
articles wholly or mainly manufactured £188,900,000, while 
miscellaneous and unclassified articles account for a decrease 
of £10,107,000. The value of cargo coal increased by 
£29,212,000 to £73,765,000, while the quantity shipped in- 
creased by 2,655,000 tons to 32,316,000 tons. In addition, 
bunker coal shipped on foreign-going vessels increased by 
2,683,000 tons to 10,838,000 tons. The following important 
increases are recorded in the values of the exports of United 
Kingdom manufactures :—IJron and steel and manufactures 
thereof, £22,666,000; machinery, £13,966,000; cotton yarns 
and fabrics, £47,997,000; and woollen yarns and fabrics, 
£42,186 ,000. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise in the 
eleven months were valued at nearly five times the value 
of the corresponding trade a year. earlier, the increase 
amounting to £110,318,000. Compared with 1913 the value 
tor the current year is £38,234,000 greater. Increases are 
recorded in most groups of articles, the most important 
being :—Meat, £11,055,000; other non-dutiable food end 
drink, except grain and flour, £8,138,000; dutiable food and 
drink, £10,642,000; cotton, £8,356,000; wool, £15,672,000; 
vil seeds, nuts, etc., £8,674,000; hides and undressed skins, 
£8,323,000; and rubber, £7,437,000. 


WEIGHT OF IMPORTS. 


The estimated weight of the merchandise imported into 
the United Kingdom in November, 1919, was 3,500,000 tons, 
being 631,000 tons less than in October, 1919, and 843,000 
tons less than in November, 1913. For the eleven months 
ended November, 1919, the aggregate weight of the imports 
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was 30,406,000 tons, an increase of 3,285,000 tons, or over 
10 per cent., compared with the corresponding particula; 
tor 1918, and a decrease of 14,755,000 tons, or over 29 Der 
cent. compared with the particulars for the eleven months oj 
1913. 

EstTiMATEeD WeEIGHT oF IMPORTS. 











: Jan. to Jan. to 
Nov., ° Nov., Nov., Nov. 
1913. 1919. 1913. 1919) 
Thous. Thous. Thous. Thous 
; ; Tons, Tons. Tons. ‘Ton 
Kood, drink and tobacco 1,497 = 1,295 16,589 12. de¢ 
Raw materials and articles ' 
mainly unmanufactured... 2,305 1,898 27,368 19,39 
Articles wholly or mainly 
manufactured _............... 936 303 6,238 3,07) 
Miscellaneous and unclassified 5 4 46 3) 
ME «= Saauciuiconsineteces 4,343 3,500 50,24] 35,49 
. . . . ai a 
Net tonnage of shipping 
entered with cargoes ...... 3,928 2,678 44,845 26.55) 


-———_- ——iC So 





About half of the decrease as compared with 1913 in the 
weight of the imports for the period January to Novembe; 
is shown in the class of raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanutactured, the principal decreases within this group 
being under the heads of wood and timber and metallic ores, 
The tormer decreased from about 10,900,000 tons in January. 
November, 1913, to about_ 6,300,000 tons in the correspond. 
ing period of the present year, while the imports of metallic 
ores, including iron ore, fell from 8,450,000 tons to 5,770,0% 
tons. The greater part of the decrease in the weight of food 
and drink imports is found in a reduction in grain and flow 
during the eleven months from about 10,400,000 tons in 1913 
to about 6,600,000 tons in 1919. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


METHODS OF REPRESENTATION AND 
DISTRIBUTION, 
(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner’s Report.) 

The changed conditions brought about by the war 
necessitate a complete overhaul of our agency and selling 
methods in India, many of which, owing to the industrial 
changes in the country itself, are now obsolete. 

{t is impossible, in dealing with the variety of commodi- 
ties which make up our vast export trade with India, to 
make any broad generalisation on this subject, except it be 
that British manufacturers and exporters will find it 
necessary to take more and more interest in the distribution 
of their products than hitherto and to rely more and more 
on their own distributing organisations in the country 
rather than upon local mercantile agents. 

TRON AND STEEL. 








Prior to the war the United Kingdom supplied nearly 6 
per cent. of India’s requirements of iron and steel, and 
annually shipped over £7,000,000 worth. The trade was a 
most straightforward one, and in the main was confined to 
certain standard lines, which were usually sold by United 
Kingdom manufacturers to the India Office Stores Depart- 
ment, the Railway Purchasing Agents, and also to export 
merchants in London, who shipped to the large importers 
at the various ports against cabled indents. 

This method was, on the whole, satisfactory, and the large 
inroads which were being made by Germany and Belgium, 
particularly in steel bars and channels and plain steel 
sheets, appear to have been mainly due to the lower prices 
quoted in those countries rather than to any improved 
system of distribution. The trade was so standardised thai 
it was not usual to grant sole agencies except in the case 
of specialities, such as particular brands of manganese 
steel, Sheffield high-speed and tool steels, etc. : 

During the war importers in India have established close 
connections with American steel producers, and the fact 
that American shipments to India have increased no less 
than S00 per cent. in the four years of war shows that we 
shall have to adopt more strenuous methods if we are to 
regain our normal share of the trade. The United States 
Steel Products Export Company, which is the selling 
organisation of the Carnegie Steel Company and allied 
concerns, and has the largest producing organisation in the 
world at its hack, have well-equipped organisations in Cal- 
cutta and Bombay, and, when times become normal, propose 
to carry large stocks of the staple lines. A further im- 
portant American steel export combination, including the 
Rethlehem Steel Company and the Lackawanna Steel Com- 
pany, has also been formed, and is reported to be devoting 
its attention to the Indian market, although it is apparently 
not yet definitely decided whether it will open its own 
offices or whether it will employ the services of the one or 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 








ewo powertul American merchant houses who have receutly 
established themselves in India. 

The competition of the Tata Iron and Steel Company in 
the wide range of steel products will also require special 
attention, and it is only a question of a few years before 
there will probably be at least four firms manufacturing 
steel on & Commercial scale in India. 

The recommendations of the Industrial Commission 
which advocated the appointment of a Controller-General 
of Stores in India will, it adopted, bring about an entirely 
altered situation. Under the proposed scheme, all indents 
jor Government stores of all kinds, whether for public 
works or tor State-worked railways, will be carefully 
scrutinised by the Stores Controller in India, who will call 
for tenders and place contracts for such articles as can be 
made in the country. This will mean that, unless British 
manufacturers and exporters are represented by an active 
organisation in India, the large Government contracts for 
iron and steel will be secured by Indian producers without 
any competition whatever, and a most serious inroad will 
be made into what has, in the past, been a most steady and 
lucrative business. It has not yet been definitely decided, 
although representations are being made on the point, 
whether the Controller-General in India will be authorised 
t» place contracts with the local branches of approved 
British manutacturers. This is a step which would be 
urgently called for in the interests of United Kingdom 
producers. It would provide a great stimulus to our in- 
dustrialists to open their own offices in India, and would 
compensate existing branches of firms for their initiative 
and foresight. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


In view of the circumstances outlined above, the follow- 
ing definite recommendations are made :— 

(a) British steel producers who have in the past conduc- 
ted a large and steady trade with India in the staple lines 
of steel rails, sheets and plates, bars and channels, angles 
and springs, beams, tubes, hoops and strips, cast pipes and 
fittings, etc., etc., whether for the use of Government works 
or tor the industrial requirements of the country, should 
take steps to form one or more export selling organisations 
of non-cempeting manufacturers, and should open their 
own offices in Calcutta and Bombay for the sale of their 
products, from stock in the case of articles in constant 
demand. 

(L) The smaller manufacturer of standardised lines such 
as tees and angles, bars and channels, spring steel, etc., 
would probably be well advised to continue to deal with the 
many old-established London and Glasgow metal exporters, 
who usually have connections in the principal Indian centres 
and who would be able to amalgamate the multiplicity of 
small bazaar indents into one substantial order, and would 
furnish cash against documents in London. 

(c) The British metal export merchant with an established 
trade with the Indian bazaars would do well to maintain a 
resident representative on the spot. The tendency all over 
India is for the buyer to prefer to have personal dealings 
with the actual seller rather than to conduct his business 
by letter or cable with a buying agent in the United King- 
doin. 

(2) The higher-grade Sheffield specialities such as high- 
speed and tool steels, files, etc., require special treatment. 
In this case, inasmuch as most Shetheld makers produce the 
whole range of these articles, group-selling would be found 
to present difficulties. The best method would be to ap- 
point an active firm of import merchants to act as sole 
agents in each of the following territories: Calcutta, to 
cover Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, United Provinces and 
Assam; Bombay, to work the Bombay Presidency, Sind 
and the Punjab; Madras, to cover Southern India; and 
Rangoon, for the whole of Burma. 


MACHINERY AND MILLWORK. 

Before the war, 89 per cent. of the machinery imported 
into India was obtained from the United Kingdom, and. 
competition was confined to a certain amount of flour and 
rice-milling machinery, electrical plant, etc., derived from 
Germany, and relatively small quantities of mining and 
vil-crushing machinery from the United States. British 
makers usually sold ‘their productions in London _ to 
Government, railway, and industrial purchasing agents 
against cash, or, in certain cases, appointed firms of en- 
gineering importers in the Indian ports as their sole agents. 
It was only in exceptional cases that the British manu- 
facturer had his own office and staff of engineers on the 
spot, but it should be noted that, even before the war, this 
method of representation was becoming increasingly 
popular. 

My advico to British engineering manufacturers who 
already have a large interest in this market is that they 
should open their own office and selling organisation on the 
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field in those cases where the trade to be gained warrants 
the expense, and in other cases they should form group- 
selling erganisations in conjunction with other manufac- 
turers of non-competing lines, and the group association 
should then open its own offices in Calcutta and/or Bombay 
as circumstances direct. 

_ The reasons on which this opinion is based are given in 
the Report. 





Motor Cars. 

Lhe British maker has three main forms of representation 
and distribution open to him. In the first place, if he is 
desirous of specialising for the market and is willing to 
sink a certain amount of capital without looking for an 
immediate return, there is no doubt whatever that the most 
satisiactory plan is to open his own depots at four main 
distributing points, viz. :— 

(a) Calcutta, to cover Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, Assam, 
and Burma. The number of cars registered in these dis- 
tricts in 1918 was as follows: Calcutta, 4,695; Bihar and 
Orissa, 883; Assam, 236; and Burma, 1,827——a total of 
7,646. 

(Lb) Bombay, to cover the Bombay Presidency, Karachi 
and Sind, and Nagpur (Central Provinces). The number 


of cars registered in this area was: Bombay, 4,540; 
Karachi, 324; Nagpur, 370—a total of 5,234. 
(¢) Madras, to cover the Madras Presidency and ihe 


large Native States of Southern India. The number of 
cars registered was: Madras Port, 2,125; other parts of 
Madras Presidency, 737—a total of 2,862. Although this 
total is Jess than the former ones, the prospects for Madras 
as a centre are particularly good in view of the proximity 
ot the large Native States of Mysore and Travancore and 
the inereasing use of cars by the planting community. 

(/) Lahore, to cover Punjab, United Provinces, North- 
West Frontier Province, and Rajputana. The number of 
cars registered in this district was: Lahore, 1,171; Allahabad 
(United Provinces), 1,359; Delhi, 78; Peshawar, 316; and 
Ajmere, 14i—a total of 2,938. 

SUGGESTED SELLING ORGANISATION. 

fach ot these depots should be provided with a stock of 
chassis and spare parts, and a well-equipped garage and 
workshop for the execution of all repairs and body-build- 
ing. They should be staffed by a trained sales manager in 
charge, three or four European mechanics, trained in the 
home works, who would act as engineers and train the 
native mistries, and two good salesmen, who should con- 
tinually tour the district. The provision of the most 
etlicient service as regards spare parts and repairs is a sine 
qua non ot success, as the sale of cars in up-country India 
is mainly retarded by the present impossibility of speedily 
securing spare parts and repairs. If this service is pro- 
vided in an efficient manner, a very great expansion in the 
sale of cars is inevitable. 

{n addition to the four main depots, agents should be 
appointed in other centres such as Cawnpore, Allahabad, 
Rawal Pindi, Peshawar, Delhi, Bangalore, Nagpur, 
Secunderabad, Rangoon, etc., etc., so that every centre of 
importance in India may be covered. 

‘This may appear, at first sight, to be an ambitious pro- 
eramme; but it must not be taken as a counsel of pertec- 
tion, but as the minimum which is necessary adequately 
to work this market, and the proof of this is that one or 
two British companies are already contemplating taking 
action on these lines. The extent of the expansion in the 
sale of motor cars in India will depend largely on the 
{facilities given by the sellers. Motors are becoming a neces- 
sity in every centre, not only in large cities but also on 
plantations and for work in the districts. The main roads 
throughout the country are excellent, and it is possible to 
motor comfortably between most of the main cities, even 
though—as in some cases—they are 1,000 and more miles 
apart as, for instance, Bombay and Calcutta, or Calcutta 
and Delhi. 


Secondly, should a manufacturer not possess the facilities 
or financial strength to effect his own distribution, I would 
recommend that he either nominate one of the well-known 
motor importers as his sole agents in India or else appoint 
« good house in each centre. 

A third method which might suit some makers, and which 
would have the advantage of relieving the manufacturer 
from financial responsibility, would be to appoint a certain 
prominent British merchant firm in London and Glasgow, 
with widespread connections throughout India and the 
highest financial standing as their general agents for India. 


OTHER IMPORTS. 


(The Report also deals exhaustively with the methods em- 
ployed in the importation of the following lines, together 
with suggestions for improved methods in each case :— 

Railway Rolling-Stock and Plant, Electrical 
Machinery, Prime Movers (other than Electrical), Agri- 
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cultural Machinery, Boilers, Machine Tools, Mining 
Machinery, Oil-Crushing and Oil-Refining Machinery, 
Paper Mill Machinery, Rice-Milling Plants, Flour Mill 
Machinery, Saw-Mill and Woodworking Machinery, 
Sewing Machines, Sugar Machinery, Tea Machinery. 
Textile Machinery, Typewriters, Pumping Machinery 
and Waterworks Plants, Light Railway Material, Mill 
Stores, Planters’ Stores, Stores for Oil-Mills and Oil 
Refineries, Liquors and Provisions, Motor Lorries, 
Motor Cycles, Articles of Apparel, Haberdashery, Boots 
and Shoes, Heavy Chemicals, Drugs and Medicines, 
Dvestuffs, Paper and Pasteboard, and the Bazaar 
Trade. | 





HONGKONG. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN JUNE QUARTER. 
(Fron H.M. Commercial Secretai y.) 


HONGKONG. 

In comparing the returns for June quarter with the figures 
for the preceding three months, one finds that the total 
value of the trade of Hongkong increased by £2,000,000—the 
advance being mainly under the heading of exports, and duo 
to a very great extent to heavy shipments of raw and refined 
sugar at prices averaging about 25 per cent. and 18 per 
cent. respectively over the values quoted in the returns for 
March quarter. 

The following countries show substantial increases in the 
total value of their trade with Hongkong :— 





Nortu CHINA. 

An increase of £1,107,458 is entirely in exports, the un- 
port trade showing a slight talling off. Sugar accounted for 
about 75 per cent. of the increased exports, and consider- 
able quantities of piece-goods shipped to Shanghai in con- 
sequence of the greatly improved demand at that pert made 
up a large proportion of the balanee. 

Unitep STATES OF AMERICA. 

An increase of £742,644 is most apparent in the value oi 
the exports to America, and is chiefiv due to heavy ship- 
ments of rice to the Pacific Coast. Hongkong serves as a 
couvenient port of transhipment for rice grown in French 
Indo-China and Siam, and the trade was very active during 
the early part of the vear, but is at the moment interrupted 
cwing to shortage in the producing countries. 

Imports from America showed an increase of about 
£160,000, kerosene oil accounting tor almost one-half of the 
advance. 

INDIA. 

An increase of £593,379 is mainly accounted for bv 
imports of cotton yarn from India during the quarter, which 
were valued at £1,579,807, as compared with £836,375 fer 
the previous three months. 

There were also increases in the tollowing cases:—-West 
Indies, £422,144; Cevlon, £124,561; Gibraltar, £85,576, 

These increases were entirely due to heavy shipments of 
rice to the West Indies and Cevlon, and of sugar to 
Gibraltar. 

SouTH CHINA. 

The total value oi the trade with South China (in so far 
as it is recorded in these returns) increased by about 
£306,000, mainly owing to large exports of cotton yarn, 

UnitTep KINGDOM. 

The value of the imports from the United Kingdom in- 
creased by almost £100,000, whilst exports declined by 
£70,000. An examination of the figures discloses no very 
noticeable developments in either department of the trade. 

JAPAN. 

Japan’s trade with Hongkong decreased im value by 
£1,389,065 in comparison with the figures for March quarter, 
but it is somewhat surprising to find that the falling off 
is almost entirely in exports to Japan, imports having 
declined only to the extent of £41,000, in spite of the boy- 
cott movement. It is probable that the effects of that 
movement will be much more noticeable in the returns for 
September quarter. The decreased value of the exports to 
Japan is fully explained by the drop in the value of rice 
shipments to that country from £2,118,631 to £641,855. As 
regards the import trade it is somewhat remarkable that 
the value of Japanese cotton yarn imported decreased by 
£200,000. whilst Indian imports show an advance ef 
approximately £750,000. 

Siam’s trade with the Colony shows a falling off in value 
of about £250,000, owing to smaller shipments of rice from 
that country. 

Principat Imports. 

Turning to some of the principal imports from foreign 
countries, one finds that the total value of the cotton piece- 
goods landed in Hongkong during the quarter was £513,821, 
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Japanese cloths being valued at £174,853, and those frop 
the United Kingdom at £169,646, Exports of piece-goods 
irom Hangkong curing the same period reached a total 
value of £1,193,266, and as heavy shipments to North Ching 
continued in the early part of July it is obvious that the 
available stocks in the Colony have been very greatly 
reduced. Although the high prices ruling in the United 
Kingdom have interfered a good deal with business, some 
substantial orders have been placed, and apart from the 
unsettled political situation in South China, the immediate 
prospects in this trade would seem to be unusually 
favourable. 

Imports of metals were valued at £1,370,926, one-third 0} 
this total being 1epresented by shipments of tin from 
french Indo-China and the Straits Settlements. Of the 
iron and steel imported the United States supplied cargo 
to the value of £542,959, and the United Kingdum £136,8]7 
worth—American preponderance in this trade being specially 
noticeable in the case of iron and steel plates and bars, and 
umplates. Exports during the quarter were valued at 
£775,708, and until existing stocks have been reduced the 
prospects of new business on an extensive scale are not vers 
promis ng. 

Hardware was imporied to the value of £113,143, America 
supplying £70,000 worth, and the balance of the trade being 
divided between the United Kingdom and Japan. In this 
trade also the accumulation of stocks bought at high prices 
is interfering with the development of new business. 

Ot the kerosene imported, to the total value of £922,141, 
iwo-thirds came from the United States, and one-third from 
the Netherlands Jndies, | 

{mports of paints were valued at £63,739, the United 
Kingdom supplying almost half. 

Klectrical accessories imported were valued at £47,266, 
the Wnited States supplying £36,453 worth, whilst three- 
fourths of the imports of electrical machinery, valued at 
£18,705, also came from that country. 

One-half of the total imports of sewing cotton (£52,374) 
come from Japan, and the low price at which these cottons 
are sold appears to be giving them an increasingly strong 
hoid on this market. 

Paper imports, valued at £206,168, came mainly from 
Japan, and it may be mentioned that the vernacular journals 
of South China, which are such strong supporters of the 
boycott movement, are almost invariably printed on Japanese 
paper. 

Imports of aniline dyes continue to be unimporiant, 
amounting during the quarter to a value of only £16,000, 
of which American dyes accounted for £11,427, The market 
tor dyes is still very weak, the Chinese dealers being 
absolutely convinced that ample supplies of German dyes 
will shortly be available at much below the present prices. 

Motor cars, practically all from the United States, were 
imported to the value of £26,276. 

GENERAL Review. 

Un the whole the import trade during June quarter was 
very inactive, and although the rising silver exchange has 
to some extent favoured imports, this has been more than 
offset by the continued political chaos and general unrest in 
South China, and in some trades by the difficulty ex- 
perienced in clearing off stocks bought at war-time prices. 
So far as the conditions existing in the consuming districts 
are concerned, it can hardiy be said that any improvement 
is apparent since the beginning of the present quarter, and 
there is little reason to expect any great expansion of trade 
in the immediate future. . 

As regards exports of China produce, trade has been 
handicapped by the high silver exchange, and by shortage 
ot shipping space, but fair quantities of vegetable oils, 
chiefly peanut and wood oil, have been shipped to America. 
Whilst never likely to rival Central and North China as a 
source of supply for foodstuffs and other raw materials, there 
is no doubt that the South China trade in vegetable oils, 
hides, fibres, lard, and other commodities is capable under 
more favourable circumstances of very considerable develop- 
ment, and that Hongkong is the natural centre for this 
trade. 


TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. 
TRADE REPORT FOR 1918. 


According to the Annual Colonial Report on the Turks 
and Caicos Islands (No. 1009) the imports for the year 191° 
were valued at £39,276, compared with £34,930 in 1917. 
From the United Kingdom goods valued at £1,347 were 
received in 1918, against £1,664 in 1917; from British 
Colonies, £8,368, against £4,090; and from foreign countries. 
£29,560, against £29,176 respectively. 

Exports were valued at £25,594, of which £360 went to the 
United Kingdom, £12,243 to British Colonies, and £13,041! 











DE 


val 
am 


£0 


we 
th 
th 
ul 
ol 
bu 


an 


', 1919, 
l. 


se from 
‘€-S00ds 
a total 
1 China 
hat the 
freatly 
United 
S, SOMme 
OM the 
nediate 
usually 


hird of 
1 from 
Of the 
, Cargo 
136,817 
ecially 
"S, and 
led at 
ed the 
rt very 


merica 
being 
n this 
prices 


2,141, 
| trom 


‘hited 


7266, 
three- 
ed at 


2,374) 
ttons 
trong 


from 
irnals 
f the 


ANeESe 


tant, 
}, 000, 
irket 
veing 
dyes 
es, 
were 


was 

has 
than 
st in 

eX- 
ICS, 
ricts 
nent 
and 
rade 


een 
Lage 
oils, 


is a 
lere 
ils, 
der 
lop- 
this 


rks 
18 


Pre 


ish 


he 
4? 





DECEMBER 11, 1919. 








SS 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





‘o foreign countries. They compared with exports in 1917 

valued at £42,085, of which British Colonies took £13,021, 

and foreign countries £29,864. 
SHIPMENTS OF SALT. 

Coarse salt to the extent of 334,184 bushels, valued at 
£6,885, and fishery salt to the measure of 526,185 bushels, 
valued at £13,346, were exported during the year, These 
were the most unsatisfactory export figures since 1879 of 
the Dependency’s chief product. This, however, was due to 
the scarcity of tonnage resulting from the war, as the period 
under review was an ideal one for the salt raker. Stocks 
of salt held at the end of the vear were estimated at 1,750,000 
bushels. 

SisaL Exports. 

There was a further shrinkage of these from a value of 
£5,950 in 1917 to £942 in 1918, and the end otf the sisal 
industry on the Caicos Islands is considered to be near. 

Cotton GROWING AND Export. 

The discovery in 1915 of the value of an unusual type of 
«<otton grown by the natives led to efforts in 1916 towards its 
more systematic cultivation, and while progress has heen 
slow it has been steady, and in the ensuing year cotton to 
the value of £257 was shipped, followed by further bales, 
valued at £360 in 1918. It is thought that the encourage- 
ment and caretul fostering of the infant industry may, 
before long, completely change the fortunes of the islands, 
there being thousands of acres suitable for the cultivation 
of the cotton plant. 

SHELLS AND SPONGES. 

Over 3,000,000 dried conchs, valued at £3,370, were ex- 
ported to Hayti last year, but shipments of sea-shells de- 
clined in value from £351 in 1917 to £211, while sponge ex- 
ports suffered a setback from £872 in 1917 to £503 in LOLS. 





EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 


RECOVERY OF INDUSTRIES. 

(From H.M, Commercial Neer tary.) 

BRUSSELS. 

The following are the latest published statistics of the pro- 
duction of the principal Belgian industries. They relate to 
the months of May, June and July, and give a clear summary 
of the present situation :— 
Normal Monthly 








Industry. Production. May. June. July. 
tons. tones. Tons, tons. 
‘yal Fe _ .. 1.800.000 1,100,004) 1.2 OO 1.000 000 
A‘oke 125,000 33,459 59,935 58,007 
Cement sind eas _ 73,000) Sjii2 18,413 27 063 
Iron and Steel products 134,871 ~,655 14,667 26,050 
Martin Stee! “en - il? 1.909 8524 11.605 
law Zine 16 Suu re | 540 1.641 
kilos, los, kilos. kilos, 
Refined Sugar 0,21 967 § 983,033 Q,875,991 8,456,150 
7 spindles, spindles. spindles. spindles 
fotton for spinning... 1,705,000 SOHC) 700,000 +), 000 
Flax for spinning = 375,000 38,000) 7 492 67,979 
tons, tons. tons. tons. 
Paper and Cardboard 11,928 2 3038 12 4,533 





FINLAND. 

FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 
The Finnish Commercial Attaché in London gives the 
jollowing values (in millions of Finnish marks) of Finnish 
imports and exports tor the period ot Jannary-September, 
1919: 

Surplus 
of Import 


Value ot Value ot 


Imports. Me xports,. Value. 
DOMMOAEY  cdcssseve, 9-5 11-1 58:4 
February ......cceeee 72-2 31 641 
March ..........000- . 122-7 6-0 116-7 
MEE asexnssvexneenencs 165°7 12-0) 153°7 
es cies 201-4 Wea 183°7 
| Sane: 199-2 37:7 G15 
a 199°7 56:7 143-0) 
pe ee 242-6 145-9 96°7 
September —........ 241-2 118°3 122-9 


The exports consist mainly of timber, piper and pulp. 
The following table gives details of the quantity and value 
ef various imports during September :— 


Quantity. Value. 
Mill. KKilos. Mill. hmk. 
a idl ids ga deiebebnepanes ts 7.6 
ere ee 1] LO 
Me OU avcesavnnscnsasecvaseones 0.9 
NS aa ks a ce le 1.6 14.4 
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I oii iciwsnwtnrwenvbes 2,6 

WO NE avcvacinnscceniecsens 0,2 

CM i io a O05 0.8 
EE isis iakis pa coteieakbakes O7 0,3 
ene 2 17,4 
Shruuken wovilen cloth ........ O08 7,6 
Unskrunken woollen cloth .... 0,2 2.6 
SURGE SOGMCUS ..vncsssevesesene — 13,8 
ME icictddicetimmnewd -—- 28,9 
a ao a eee $9) 1,2 





GREECE. 


COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL 
NOTES. 

{merican traders are taking definite steps to improve 
their position in the Greek market. A commercia! credit of 
590,000,000 drachinas has been offered to Greece. The loan 
is to be drawn by Greece in goods shipped trom America on 
credit, the money being deposited by the buyers with the 
National Bank of Greece, which will pass on the funds to 
the Greek Government. The United States has also made 
jarge purchases of the new currant crop in Greece. 

f‘urther, in consequence of the failure of Great Britain 
to supply to Greece the quantity of coal tor which arrange- 
ments were made earlier in the year, the Greek Ministry 
of Transport has asked for tenders for the supply of 30,000 
tons of American coal. Payment for these consignments are 
tu be made at Pireus on the arrival of each cargo. Jt 
appears that tenders have not been forthcoming as freely 
as they might be. Greek steamers lying in American ports 
have been requisitioned for the conveyance of the coal. 

PusLtic Works. 





Plans are under consideration for the improvement of the 
water supply of the town of Athens; also the walls of the 
city cemetery and the paving of the city are to be repaired. 
For the improvement of the water supply, pumps, piping, 
and machinery have been ordered from the Continent; for 
the paving repairs, machinery has been ordered in the 
United Kingdom. The cost of these improvements is to be 
provided out of a loan of 6,000,000 drachmas floated by the 
Miinicipality of Athens. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Greek steamship owners have recently purchased a con- 
siderable number of British steamers, several of which are 
of §,000 to 8,000 tons deadweight. 

The Ministry ef Transport is seriously considering the 
necessity of increasing the supplies of rolling stock. It is 
reported that a French railway engineer, who has been 
entrusted with the technical reorganisation of the Greek 
railways, is leaving Athens for a general tour of inspection. 

Greek CapitaL ABROAD. 

A Royal Decree of 21st July has been issued with the 
object of preventing the retention of Greek capital in foreign 
countries under the pretext of serving commercial purposes. 
The Decree states that, now that means of transport have 
been increased so that they are adequate for trade purposes, 
it is unnecessary to keep Greek capital in foreign countries 
for indefinite periods of time. It is therefore declared that 
remittances for the purchase of goods will be forfeited to the 
State if the purchase is not effected within a period of six 
months from the date of deposit. 





JUGO-SLAVIA AND CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 


ECONOMIC INTER-DEPEN DENCE. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 





BERNE. 

The development of economic conditions and external 
economic relations in the newly-created Jugo-Slavian and 
C'zecho-Slovakian States is the subject of an article in the 
“Pasler Nachrichten.”’ 

The Kingdom of Serbia, Croatia, and Slovenia, the article 
states, with its population of 14 million souls, is destined to 
piay a leading part with regard to economic matters, among 
these States which have been born as a consequence of the 
war. It isa country showing a considerable surplus of many 
natural products, in particular of corn, cattle, tobacco, wines 
an] fruits, so that an excellent) market for the sale of 
foreign industrial products should present itself, the more 
so as its mannfacturing industry has not been greatly 
developed. 

IxporTANCE OF JUGO-Sravia as A MARKFT. 

Given, however, its natural riches, this development will 

in all probability take place very rapidly, Under these 
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conditions it would appear quite clear that it should be very 


advantageous for the Western industrial countries to enter 


into brisk commercial relations with Jugo-Slavia. 

With their usual acumen in regard to such matters the 
éunericans have already recognised the importance of this 
country as a market for their manufactured goods, with the 


result that an American-Jugo-Slav Import and Export Asso- 


ciation, having a share capital of almost 12 million dollars, 
has already been organised in Chicago. 
JUGO-SLAVIA AND CzecHo-SLovakia. 

The economic relations between Czecho-Slovakia and J ugo- 
Slavia will certainly prove of the highest importance to the 
latter State, since Czecho-Slovakia already possesses highly- 
developed industries, and comprises within its frontier limits 
the most flourishing industrial territories of the former 
Dual Monarchy. This country will no doubt find a profitable 
and stable market for its industrial products of every kind 
in the neighbouring Jugo-Slav State. That this mutual 
eccnomic dependence has already been recognised is made 
evident by the fact that representatives of both countries 
recently met in Frague for the purpose of discussing the 
measures to be adopted tor the development of a mutual 
exchange of goods. 

The Prague Chamber of Commerce and of Trade las 
established a separate Jugo-Slav section, whose duty it will 
be to keep the Chambers of Commerce in Jugo-Slavia in- 
formed with regard to the economic conditions in Czecho- 
Slovakia. A corresponding section will he attached to the 
Chamber of Commerce in Belgrade. 

The rapid development of economic relations between these 
two countries, however, it still unfortunately hindered by 
the unsatisfactory stale of their foreign exchanges. More- 
over, the lack of coal is rendering transport conditions very 
dificult. It is stated that at the present moment there are 
more than three thousand trucks laden with goods for export, 
waiting on the line between Semlin-Neusatz until such times 
as the necessary engines and coal can be obtained for their 
transport. Transport conditions to and from Jugo-Slavia 
will be considerably facilitated as soon as the Hungarian 
Government of Councils takes away the barrage of mines 
which it has placed across the Danube. 


POLAND. 


OPERATIONS OF FOREIGN COMPANIES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
Warsaw. 

The following are the Regulations governing the admission 
intv, and operation in, Poland of foreign commercial and 
industrial concerns : — 

LiMitep COMPANIES. 

1. An application must be presented to the Mimistry for 
Trade and Industry for permission to begin operations in 
Poland. 

Phe petition must contain the following data :— 

(a) The firm, its official address, and the object ot the 
limited company. 

(b) The capital destined tor operation in Poland. 

(c) The name of the responsible agent who will act as 
legal representative of the company in Poland. 

(d) The company must undertake to submit to the local 
laws relative to foreign limited companies, the 
presentation of balance sheets and statements, 
insertions 1m the Gazette, exc, 

The application must be accompanied by :—- 

(a) The statutes of the foreign limited company. 

(b) Legalised protocol of the general meeting of the 
shareholders at which the establishment of a 
branch in Poland was decided. 

(c) The protocols of the two last general mectings of the 
shareholders. 

(d) Balance sheets for the last two years. 

(e) A power of attorney for the responsible agent 
authorising him to undertake commercial, juris- 
dictional and administrative action in the name 
of the company. All these documents must be 
accompanied by a -Polish translation and the 
prescribed tax must be paid on the application. 

3. Upon receipt of a permit for establishing a branch in 
Poland trom the Ministries for Trade and Industry and 
Finance, application must be made at the District Court 
for the registration of the firm in the Commercial Register. 

The company will be registered after presentation by the 
responsible agent of :— 

(a) his power of attorney stating that he is empowered 
to effect the registration ; 

(b) the above-mentioned permit from the Mmistry for 
Trade and Industry ; 

(c) a legalised copy from the 
register, or a certificate 
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foreign authorities to the effect that the heaq 
office of the company really exists; 
legalised certificate from the Polish Consulate o; 
Mission abread to the effect that Polish citizens 
are entitled to similar registration in the cor. 
responding country. 

4. The final formality is the payment for a licence for 
carrying on an industrial or commercial business. 


(d) « 


a 





NEAR EAST. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 

FOR TOBACCO 
CULTIVATION. 

(Kiem H.M, Representative.) 








TANGIER, 

The ‘Bulletin Cfficiel’’? of 20th October contains a Dahir, 
dated ¢th October, regulating the cultivation of tobacco in 
the French Zone of Morocco, the principal provisions being 
as follows :— | 

No person may cultivate tobacco without first obtaining 
a special licence from the Régie Co-interessée des Tabacs. In 
granting these permits the Régie will take into consideration 
the necessities of its business, the results of previous cultiva- 
tions, and the suitability of the applicant. 

the seed to be sown will be supplied by the Régie, who 
will purchase the entire crop of a quality up to standard at 
a price fixed beforehand for each quality of leaf. 

Klaborate precautions are provided to prevent any of the 
leaves, plants, or seed getting into unauthorised hands, 
penaltics being enacted tor infractions of the regulations. 

According to the Morocco Order-in-Council, 1889, any 
person who, ‘‘without a proper licence, sells, or attempts to 
sell, or offers for sale in Morocco, anv goods whereof the 
Government ot Morocco has by Moorish Law a monopoly,” 
is guilty of a grave offence against the Order. 





TURKEY. 


EXPORTS OF FRUITS FROM SMYRNA, 

(From the Representative British High Commissioner.) 

SMYRNA 

According to statistics published by the Smyrna Chamber 
of Commerce the quantity of raisins exported from Smyrna 
during the period 22nd May to 30th September, aggregated 
16,992 metric tons valued at £T4,709,383; figs exported 
amounted to 5,324 metric tons, valued at £T1,135,875, and 
shipments of dried fruit totalled 180 metric tons, valued at 
£T 105,570. 

In view of the seasonal nature of the trade the major 
portion of these exports naturally took place in the latter 
part of the period reviewed above. Thus, shipments of 
raisins from 14th August to 30th September amoun- 
ted to 10,208 metric tons of a value of £T3,249,527, those 
of figs totalled 2,692 metric tons, valued at £T985,22), and 
those of dried fruits 158 metric tons’ weight and £T92,840 
value. 

Thus, of the total weight of 22,507 metric tons of fruit, 
valued at £7T5,950,828, exported from 22nd May to 3th 
September, 13,059 metric tons, valued at £T4,327,596, were 
shipped after 13th August. 





DESTINATION OF Ratsin Exvonrts. 

The United Kingdom took 7,858 metric tons, valued at 
€T2,479,010, of the 10,208 metric tons of raisins exported 
between 13th August and ist October, while 973 metric tons, 
valued at £T323,316, went to Trieste, 802 metric tens, valued 
at £T266,6L0, were sent to Holland,-435 metric tons, valued 
at £17141,305, to the United States and 73 metric tons, 
valued at £T19,485 to Sweden, nearly halt of the small re- 
mainder, or 20 metric tons, valued at £T8,766, going to 
lialy, 

DISTRIBUTION OF FIGs. 

The United States absorbed by far the heaviest proportion 
of the figs exported from 14th August to 30th September. 
taking of the total of 2,692 metric tons no less than 2,488, 
valued at £T907,147. The United Kingdom was second, and 
its purchases covered only 66 metric tons, valued ut £125,345, 
Holland following closely with 64 metric tons valued at 


€T24.311. France bought 11 and Canada 10 metric 
tons, valued at £74,137 and £T3,780 respectively. Trieste, 


Sweden and Russia each took smaller quantities. To ‘‘other 
ports’? 86 metric tons, valued at £714,950, were dispatched. 

| Note.—The rate of exchange in Mav was £T3-80 to the 
{ sterling, and in September £T3-40.] 
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FAR EAST. 


CHINA. 


HORSE BREEDING IN MANCHURIA 
AND MONGOLIA. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 











DAIREN. 


While the efforts of the Horse Administration Bureau 
and the work carried on at the stud farms have resulted 
in a marked improvement in the breed of horses reared in 
Japan, the military authorities are stated to be far from 
satisfied with the capabalities of the animals for military 
purposes. 

They have therefore decided to carry out investigations 
with a view to improving the stud farms in Japan, and have 
also made arrangements with the South Manchurian Rail- 
way Company for a five vears’ scheme of horse breeding, 
commencing in 1920, at four places to be selected by the 
company’s agricultural experimental station at Kung- 
chuling. 

The amount of money set aside for horse breeding has 
heen gradually reduced during the past few years for 
reasons of economy, and the present supply of horses would 
be quite inadequate to meet the demand in ease of 
emergency, Moreover, the kind of horse produced is not 
fully suitable for military work. 

Experts who have studied the question seem to agree that 
the only sound scheme is to establish horse breeding on a 
large scale on the plains of Manchuria and Mongolia. There, 
Mongolian horses, animals that can endure extremes of 
temperature and coarse fodder, would be used as stock. At 
the same time it is proposed to export. other Mongolian 
horses to Japan and cross them with the native stock. 

By these means it is hoped that the requirements of the 
Japanese Empire, whether in numbers, quality, or useful- 


ness, wil] be easily filled. 





SIBERIA. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE AND 
CAPITAL IN THE AMUR PROVINCE. 
(Fiom H.M. Vice-Consul.) 





HABUROVSK. 

In spite of its small population the Amur Province appears 
iv offer interesting openings both for British trade and for 
ihe employment of British capital. 

Import TRabE. 

There is a large demand for goods which Great Britain 
is in a favourable situation to supply, although during the 
past two years the bulk of the business has fallen into the 
hands ot Japan. 

Although a certain amount of inferior goods were imported 
from Russia before the war, the cotton and linen goods otf 
Russian manufacture were of exceilent quality and were 
provabiy only surpassed by the very best British goods. The 
\ussians were using British machinery of the best and latest 
types. 

During the war the Siberian peasant has been forced to 
accept a very poor article, but British manufacturers are 
strongly recommended to establish business on a quality 
besis. The Siberians want good stuff, and are quite prepared 
to pay a corresponding price. 

FINANCING TRADE. 

The practice of buying for spot cash which was intro- 
duced during the war seems to have taken hold, and there 
seems no reason to anticipate a return to the long terms 
of credit which Germany had introduced before the war. 
There is a possibility that Japanese merchants may attempt, 
by granting long credit, to get rid of their large stocks ot 
goods of pocr quality, but it would not appear necessary 
ior British manufacturers, at any rate for the present, to 
do anything of this sort. 

Merchants and manufacturers desiring to do business must 
he able to arrange to finance the goods to the port of dis- 
charge and, probably in the future, to the point of sale. 

lt might be possible for British manufacturers, large or 
small, tv obtain from British bankers the necessary financial 
support to cover the period of delivery of goods to their 
destination, which may be six months to some of the less 
accessible parts of Siberia. 

REPRESENTATION, 


lt would seem highly desirable for British firms to appoint 
local representatives of British nationality. Such might be 
engaged as salaried representatives for a firm or group of 
frms, as commission agents or even attached to Russian 
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undertakings, but British trade should be developed in a 
national manner. 

A thorough knowledge of Russian, Russians, and Russian 
methods is essential for these representatives; also, what is 
sometimes overlooked, a knowledge of British methods and 
commercial standards and of the special distinction of the 
firm or firms they are working for. 


Goops IN DEMAND. 


In the Amur Province there is an immediate demand for 
practically all classes of goods. In the past the following 
lines have been but little touched locally by British manu- 
facturers, but should now present exceptional opportunities: 


General engineering and shipwrights’ supplies for the 
river shipping. 

All classes of linen, cotton and woollen goods. 

Haberdashery. 

Cutlery and silver-plate of all kinds. 

Carpets, furniture and musical instruments. 

Sporting goods and firearms. 

Ropes, wire ropes and nets. 

Karthenware and china, aluminium and enamelled ware 

It should be possible to extend business in the following 
articles : — 

Steam and motor launches. 

Mining equipment and miners’ tools. 

Hand tools generally. 

Galvanized iron and tin plate. 

Agricultural machinery and farm implements. 
Carts and carriages. 

Flour-milling machinery. 

Owing to the shortage of all goods at the present time 
anything can be scold. This state of affairs will not last for 
ever, but there are grounds for the conviction that a large 
pert of the trade of this district can be secured by British 
firms who may be sufficiently enterprising to employ a 
Russian-speaking representative either residing in, or, at 
any rate, visiting the district at regular intervals after a 
first lengthy stay to get well introduced. 

Exrort TRADE. 

Furs and skins, particularly sables, bristles, and perhaps 
in the near future oil seeds and vegetable fibres, mawhe of 
sufficient importance for firms interested to have correspon- 
dents in the district. 

INSURANCE BUSINESS. 

It would appear worth while for British companies to 
investigate the possibilities of the re-insurance business. 
There is room for a large development in connection with 
the insurance of river shipping. 

Gotp MINING. 

In spite of the large areas still awaiting the prospector 
the great wealth of the Amur region in minerals is fully 
established. 

The most interesting proposition as regards the employ- 
ment of capital is the gold-mining industry. 

The registration of the gold output is defective, and owing 
possibly to the fact that a considerable proportion of the 
rough gold is smuggled to China both by workmen and by 
vodka traders, the registered output has dropped of late 
years. The figures for recent years are :— 

1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 
Troy oz. fine. 


Amur... 45,902 30,359 33,617 32,080 
Zea... 74,666 71,463 66,814 35,865 


Burea... 60,648 49,099 61,292 not available. 

These figures are sufficient to show that we have to deal 
with a gold-bearing area of enormous extent and proved 
value. It is for specialists to determine whether the best 
opening is in prospecting, in buying up claims, or in taking 
an interest in properties which are already being worked. 

As far as the ultimate gold resources are concerned, it is 
suggested by an authority that this part of Asia contains the 
largest deposits in the world, and that there is no other 
place where gold is so densely located over so great an area. 

SHIPPING. 

The river shipping proposition depends upon the future 
international status of the Amur basin. Should these rivers 
be opened to international nayigation, it is probable that 
British steamers would be as successful as on the Chinese 
rivers, and would be of the greatest pioneering value in 
carrying the flag to parts of Asia where it is now compara- 
tively unknown. 

PRESENT CoNDITIONS. 

German competition is not to be feared at present, and in 
all classes of manufactured goods Great Britain is in a most 
favourable situation. It is necessary to ensure that the 
goods do not fall into the hands of speculators and profiteers, 
who might hold them for enhanced prices and possibly in 
order to enable them to get rid of stocks ef Japanese goods 
of inferior quality. 














730 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. L)ECEMBER 31, 1919 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Advertising is still an unknown factor in Eastern Siberia 
and largely so in Russia. With the present shortage of 
supplies the goods themselves will be a sufficient advertise- 
ment 

The principal obstacle to normal trading is the unstable 
rate of exchange for the rouble. 

CoNCLUSIONS. 

The Amur Province, of an area about that of the United 
Kingdom, is sparsely populated by a Russian population, 
with « small proportion of Chinese and Koreans, producing 
grain in a quantity much exceeding their requirements. The 
established population are prosperous and are dependent 
upon esternal sources for everything except foodstuffs and 
iuel. 

The natura] resources of the country are great, but gold 
only is being worked effectively at present, and that industry 
holds possibilities of great developments. 

In conclusion, the Province presents interest as a profitable 
market for British manufactured goods of almost every 
description, and a field for the employment of British 
capital in the gold and other mining industries. 





LATIN AMERICA, 


ECUADOR. 


AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. 

The President of the Republic stated in his Message to 
Congress tor 1919 that fifty-four Boards of Agricultural 
Development have now been established in the country, with 
ample powers to take the steps necessary for the develop- 
ment of agriculture and industry within their respective 
districts. Notwithstanding the scarcity of funds good pro- 
gress has been made, especially im road making and 
repairing. 

The Department of Agricultural Development is also 
taking measures to attract foreign capital, for the introduc- 
tion ot foreign implements and seeds, and to improve the 
class of cattle. The first cattle show was held on 24th May 
with considerable success. 


SALVADOR. 


SUBSTITUTION OF GOLD FOR SILVER 
GUARANTEE FUND. 

Following upon the Decree of 12th September making 
United States gold coin and notes legal tender in Salvador, 
a turther Decree of 29th September provides for the appoint- 
ment of a Commission for carrying out the substitution of 
the Silver Guarantee Fund held by the banks in Salvador 
by gold. This measure is connected with legislation for 
stabilising the exchange. 

The Decree contains detailed instructions for the substi- 
tution of coin already in the Republic, and for imports, 
together with its disposal. 


VENEZUELA. 


NEW PEARL FISHING REGULATIONS. 

The ‘‘Gaceta Oficial’? (Caracas) of 16th October publishes 
u Decree making new regulations regarding pearl] fishing in 
the waters of Venezuela, in substitution of those made under 
the Decree of 8th September, 1916 (see ‘‘Journal’’ of 26th 
October, 1916, page 313). 

The region within which pear! fishing is now to be confined 
consists of the islands of Margarita, Coche, Cubagua, and 
the neighbouring islets, together with the Araya shoals 
and the Gulf of Cariaco; it will be divided into three zones. 
Fishing on the coasts of Guanta and the islets of Piritu, 
Morro de Puerto Santo, coasts of Paria, as far as Cristobal 
Colon, peninsula of Paraguana, and the adjacent coasts, 
will be a matter for later organisation. 

The period of exploitation will not last more than seven 
months, and the Despacho de Fomento will fix each year 
the opening and closing dates. 

Licences for fishing with diving dress will be granted by 
the Administrator of Fisheries on payment of 400 bolivars, 
and licences for fishing with drag nets on payment of 40 
bolivars, The licences will be valid for one month only and 
subject to a stamp tax of 1 bolivar. 

The full text of the regulations (in Spanish) may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Department of 
Overseas Trade. 

(Note.—A description of the Venezuelan Pear] Fishing 
Industry appeared on p. 599 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 13th 
November. | 


i 




















\ 








Finance and Banking, 


ITALY. 


GOVERNMENT'S FINANCIAL POLICY. 
(Fiom His Majesty's Coinmercial Counsellor.) 
Romz. 

In order to ensure substantial increases in the National Ip. 
come and to reduce the deficit in the National Balane 
Sheet, the Italian Government, in tulfilment of the pledge 
made to Parliament, has elaborated a vast programme oj 
financial measures. 

The measures, which have been approved of, and which are 
to be converted into law by decrees, concern the issue of a 
Voluntary Loan, the institution of tresh and the reorganisa. 
tion of existing taxation, as regards direct taxes, taxes cy 
business, and consumers’ taxes. 

The following semi-official résumé is based on a series of 
decrees published in the ‘‘Gazette Ufficiale’ of 26th Novem. 
ber. The original text, covering about 100 pages of print. 
may be consulted at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, $.W.1. The decrees are to be presented 
to Parliament during the present month, and may be sub. 
ject to modification, 








THe Vortuntary Loan. 

On 10th July last the Minister for the Treasury when 
explaining the financial programme of the Government an. 
nounced the institution of a charge on fortunes, which was 
destined in course of time to liquidate the Treasury debt 
created by the cost of the war. 

Jt was at first intended to collect the tax on fortunes 
within a tew years, but a more cereful study showed that the 
immediate effect of a levy amounting to many milliards 
would not only prove very difficult, but would also shake 
the economic foundations of the country. 

lor the foregoing reasons, therefore, it has been decided 
to cflect the levy, not by a single imposition on existing for- 
tunes, but to extend the period of collection over a pace 
of thirty years, during which time fortunes will be periodic- 
ally re-valued. 

Such an arrangement, whilst on the one hand it avoids dis- 
turbing the economic hfe of the country, appears on the 
other, to be preferable as regards principles of both fiscal 
and social equity, since the burdens of the war will not be 
laid solely on the contributors of the moment, but are shared 
by the present and the succeeding generation. 

This, however, involves other measures, in order that in- 
mediate relief may be afforded to the Public Finances and 
in consequence recourse must be had to credit operations 
on a large scale, which will yield to the State the suns 
necessary to restore the National Balance Sheet. A ivan 
will in tact achieve in part the same effect as the levy 
spread over thirty years. 

Fhe tax on capital will assist the new loan, since tiie 
interest on the Jatter will be guaranteed by the returns 
yielded by the tax. 

The loan is to be subscribed voluntarily, and is particularly 
patriotic and national in character. After due deliberation 
and searching enquiries into the condition of the market, the 
idea of an issue at 33 per cent., free of the tax on fortunes, 
has been abandoned. Undoubtedly, such an issue would 
possess special advantages, both present and future, but the 
Gevernment is convinced that exemption from the above 
levy would have attracted only the larger fortunes towards 
an issue at 3} per cent., unless indeed, the issue price was 
excessively low. 

It has been considered therefore that a consolidated issue 
at 3 per cent, is preferable, and that such an issue will cer- 
tainly be taken up in Italy, in the Colonies and abroad, and 
will thus fulfil the purpose for which it is destined. The 
issue price will be 87:50. 

ADDITIONAL MEASURES. 


In a contributory sense, the chief factor and the greatest 
innovation relates to direct taxation, and the measures i2 
this sense may be divided under tour headings. 

(1) The institution of progressive taxes on fortunes accl- 
mulated during the war. 

(2) The institution of an extraordinary progressive tax on 
fortunes. 

(3) The re-organisation of direct taxation of incomes by 
the institution of a new progressive tax on total incomes. 

(4) The increase of the extraordinary tax on interests and 
dividends from Bearer Bonds instituted by the decree 0! 
7th November, 1918. 

In proposing these measures, which will completely «alter 
the system of direct taxation in Italy the Government lias 
in view three special objects; it intends to place contribu- 
tions on a more equitable basis, to restore the national 
balance sheet, and to ascertain the total amount of private 
fortunes in Italy and the income of each contributor. 


DEC 


the 

beth 
on | 
prof 
cont 


oil 
5 
nar 
on 
Dy 
whe 


the 
j3 0 


the 
mis 
unt 
ti0! 


ea & = 


~~ 
p— § 


ia eee 6a 























L, 1919, |) pecemver 11, 1919. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 73 
Bs ea : oak Pera ac 
g FINANCE AND BANKING — continued. | FINANCE AND BANKING—continued. 
8 —- 
Tax on War Fortunes. | Net Amount Multiple for 
This measure is intended to werk in with, and to complete | of Capital. 30 years. 
\ the existing legislation on war profits. It is to be applied | 20.006 — = 
; both to persons and to collective bodies, and will be levied | 50006 ress 
) on the net wealth which has been added, as a result of 1007000 ae 
OME. rofits made during the war, to the previous fortune of the | ee re 
nal In. contributor. 500 000 0-306 
Balanee On this added wealth a progressive tax will be levied, be- | 000°000 ee 
pledge ginning at 10 per cent, and rising by successive degrees toa | 2000000 0-398 
Mme of maximum of 60 percent. Its degree of application depends | 5 000 000 25 
on whether the increase in fortune has been accomplished | ~ in . oe 
ich are by the owner, acting as a merchant or manufacturer, or | eye pa a 
ue of a whether he has acted as an intermediary, | 50000000 = 
Ganisa- The basis of application for this tax is, as in the case oi | 108-008 000 + 
IXeS cn the = ——— the declaration which the contributor | ee Ure 
js obliged to make. | a : -e eee ; 
ries of Tn order to estimate the reliability of the declaration made, | a sev ae - paneany ol 1,000,000 lire as applicable es 
Novem. the Administration of the Finances and the Judiciary Com- | ie y a _s pote _ Ooms. gy the ovae geal ms 
print, missions are entitled to exact from the taxee a statement, | rs “nag Pty ee ee eee 101,700 lire in the course 
de, 35. under oath, of the veracity of his present or future declara- | a “ of we y — | Oe F 
sented tions. | 4 n for tunes hetw een any of the above sums, taxation will 
ea . | | be applied pro rata. 
THe ExtTra-ornpINARY Tax ON FORTUNES. is 
| DecriaratTion, VaLuation anp RE-VALUATION OF ForTUNES. 
This again 18 intended to apply progressively and involves | The first declaration must be presented by the contributor 
when primarily persons. Only such corporate bodies are involved | on 3lst March, 1920, with a specification of his assets 
mt en as do not operate in the interests of members or shareholders, | (including money), and his liabilities on 1st January 
sh was and in the case ot which, therefore, it will not be possible | of that year. Subsequent valuations will take place every 
y deb to allocate the quota of capital attributable to each member | eight years. Special reliefs will be admitted at the first re- 
| or shareholder in the body. ae ; | valuation, 7.e., at the end of the sixth year, to contributors 
rtunes A special characteristic of this tax is that it will be | who have dedicated sums to permanent works for the im- 
at the spread over a period of thirty yoees, beginning with January | provement of land, and the relief will apply to the succeeding 
lliards Ist, 1920, which, whilst it allows ths State to make appte- | eight years. This arrangement is intended to encourage 
shake ciable increases in its income, does not compel the citizens | the investment of capital in agriculture, 

: to liquidate their holdings or to realise their assets with | At the end of this second period, in making succeeding 
ocided undue haste. , _ . ' valuations of capital, exemption will be allowed to the con- 
g for- a aepees te the — ee cee of bs oe akan | tributor on 3 of the increased value of the fortune, provided 
“pace 4s regards foreigners, 1¢ applies to all possessions which they | that this increase is not due to.legacies; this exemption is 
iodio. may own in the State, with the exception of foreign bonds, | justified by considerations of an economic nature, i.e., en- 

which are their own property, and those sums which foreign couragement of all possible saving. 
a ies banks and firms, domiciled abroad, may have deposited with "ia iiineeiati: iia ciate icant tien: ieee 
n the Italian institutions. rhe remittances from emigrants are _ ee nanan | 
er not subject to the tax, 45 fhe extraordinary levy on fortunes, although general in 
at he Exceptions to the tax are made in favour of the State, character, cannot certainly be appiied uniformly to the 
hared of the Provinces, of the Communes (including Municipal contributors of those provinces whose wealth has been 
enterprises), of public charitable institutions, and of certain damaged by act of war. 
& dees other categories of bodies whose capital is not employed in It has been necessary in this connection, to take into 
oan trade or towards the making of money, but instead 1s account the legislation regarding the reparation for damage 
tied dedicated to social utility, such as charity and education. | in the provinces themselves ; and, since such legislation does 
ood In the case of land and buildings the decree fixes a trial | not entirely repair damages due to loss of income or posses- 
Sonal period for the application ot the tax, thereby taking into | sions, the present provisions must, out of justice, allow that 
ws account the length of time and grave difficulties which will | such unrecoverable damage be treated as a genuine con- 
’ be encountered when it comes to a valuation of the im- | __ tribution to the country; and these damages are to be put 
i movable property of the nation. | against the levy on fortunes which such contributors would 
er: During this period, which has been fixed at six years, otherwise have had to pay. 
the valuation of the land is arrived at by applying the co- RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE INCOME Tax. 
Jarly ge ee eS cae ce ke ee hay ~ It will be remembered that a comprehensive and complete 
AtION ceed remtal by 25. -~ ; sities project of reform was presented to the Chamber by the 
ti At the end of this provisional period, a re-valuation on a ev of Finance, Signor Meda, and was approved by 
ould more rationa! basis will be made, and the resulting differ- P Thi ps a — a a 
the ences will be given efiect to, either by increased taxation or a is g hymn a ae will - Ba see hich 
“wns by repayment for previous excessive valuation. | — i pu mins ty Sao i . a 2 te” mat ae —s 
enh The basis for this re-valuation at the end of six years | geome a neni: | - : : S : in a ——— 
wr will be the capitalisation at 5 per cent. of the net income | Aitel a ee ee wee 7 e.. : a Ned a 
derived from lands and buildings, to be arrived at by | fortunes, which the Government has already foresta 7 
ai analysis and by the deduction of all expenses and burdens | the two forms ol — a outlined, the following 
aia to which the income is subject. ~ | Subjects remain to be dealt with :— 
poe Bearer Bonds of whatsoever nature and whatsoever (a) ‘Normal income tax.” 
The origin must be declared, and the authorities may exact | (b) ‘Supplementary tax, personal and progressive on 
irom the contributor an oath as to the reliability of the | the total income of the contributor,’’ and 
declaration which he has made, and have the right to con- | (ce) ‘* The reform of the local contributions in that part 
fiscate any wealth concealed. These provisions are supple- | | in which they are connected with direct contribu- 
test mented by another measure to be carefully observed, tions to the State.” . 
sin ff whereby the Government is authorised, by Royal Decree, Since, for the proper consideration of these measures, it is 
‘a ners Bearer Bonds into registered stock if, after one | necessary that offices, already overburdened with the labour 
ata year's working of the tax, it is shown that contributors are | Which the other forms of taxation will entail, should be put 
recalcitrant in declaring the Bearer Bonds in their posses- | into erder, it has been decided that the new system of 
t OR _— income tax shall come into force on Ist January, 1921. 
as Rates oF TAXATION ON FORTUNES. Normst Income TAx—CLasSSIFICATION OF INCOME. 
s. Persons with a net fortune which does not amount to This tax, which serves as the basis for the new organisa- 
and twenty thousand lire are exempted from the tax. Above tion, includes and co-ordinates the three forms of taxation 
ol this figure, the tax applies on a progressive scale, and ex- already extant: on land, on buildings and on income. 
tends over the whole thirtv vears. The scales are so ar- | The incomes are classified and rated, for fiscal purposes, 
ter tanged that, at the end of thirty years, there will have been | according as to whether they are derived from. unearned 
lias paid a minimum liability of 5 per cent. and a maximum ,_ capital plus the work of the contributor, or simply and 
bu- liability, applitable to fortunes of over 100 millions, of 25 | solely from the work of the contributor. In category (a) 
nal per cent, viz., that of unearned capital, are comprised those incomes 
ate Since the contribution is to be made jin annual instal- | derived from fixed property or from fixed investments ; such 
ments, the exact. percentages to be paid are as follow :— '  gneomes are taxed at 18 per cent. 
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Mixed incomes, category (b), are rated at 15 per cent. 

Earned incomes, category (c), are to be taxed at 12 per 
cent., which is reduced to 9 per cent. for such people as 
jall into a sub-category (category d), formed by employees 


ot the State, the Provinces, the Communes and other public 


bodies. 

Inclusion in category (a) relating to income from land, 
is, however, provisional. It has been arranged, in fact, 
that for the period of five years commencing Ist January, 
1921, the present régime and the existing rates will continue 
ior income derived from land, but that, from the Ist Jauu- 
ary, 1926, the tax will apply on the effective returns from 
the lands themselves, and the classification will be trans- 
ferred to category (b) in deference to the wishes of the 
agricultural classes. 

In preparing for the new system during the course of the 
next five vears, the valuation which will be made of the 
income of a considerable part of the lands will be used in the 
compilation of the new progressive super-tax, which super- 
tax will be imposed, in conformity with the decree, on the 
net income of lands belonging to contributors subject to the 
said tax. 

Owing to considerations dependent upon the disturbed 
state of the market, which has led to the imposition of re- 
strictive measures regarding rents, it has been decided that 
the existing basis of taxation on dwelling-houses shall re- 
main only one year after the expiration of the afore-men- 
tioned régime, when it is presumed that it will be possible 
to re-value the relative incomes so derived. 

As regards Industrial, Commercial and Professional In- 
comes, which at present enjoy very low minimums of taxa- 
tion (535 lie for category (b) and 631 lire for category (c)). 
the minimum is raised to L.1,200, and the system of periodi- 
cal re-valuation will be changed in these cases. 


REGULATIONS AS REGARDS LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANIES. 

As regards Limited Liability Companies, the taxable in- 
come is considered to be the amount of the working profits 
actually distributed or assigned in the form of interest on 
capital or dividends, or distributed under any other title, to 
the shareholders, managers, or third parties, In this man- 
ner many controversial contingencies are avoided, and the 
companies will have less incentive to conceal the reserves 
in their balance sheet, which in consequence will demon- 
strate a truer state of affairs. In order that this system 
may not lead to fraudulent practices at the expense of the 
State Finances, certain rules have been laid down, compre- 
hending the placing of the responsibility on the shoulders of 
the directors, the establishment of control over the balance 
sheet, and the power arrogated to the Ministry of Finance 
to check and rectify such balance sheets as may seem to be 
wrongly drawn up. 

The payments distributed by the companies are subject to 
the quota laid down for incomes derived from capital only 
(category (a) ), which is 18 per cent., and not to the quota ot 
id per cent. fixed for industrial incomes. 

A remarkable change in procedure has been introduced by 
prescribing that the verification of incomes, which is at 
present entrusted to a sole employee of the Ministry of 
Finance, shall now be allocated to a corporate body to be set 
up and to be called ‘* The Committee for Estimates ”’ 
(Guinta di Stima). 

this committee will render valuable assistance in the difli- 
cult work of verification, which will be carried out with 
greater equity as the results will be based on facts and know- 
ledge which members of the committee will be in a position 
tc gather. ! 
SUPPLEMENTARY Tax on Totar INcomer. 

This tax apphes to persons, and will be levied progres- 
sively, so that the burdens will be borne principally by the 
richer members of the community. 

It is a tax which already exists in local finance, under the 
imperfect form ot the Family Tax, but which now, as it 
assumes the character of a State Tax, implies the abolition 
of the Communal Levy. To maintain its character of a tax 
on the well-to-do, it has been decided to fix the minimum 
charge at the figure of L.3,000, considerably higher than ihat 
of L.1,200 fixed for the normal tax in respect of industrial, 
commercial and professional incomes. 

Certain concessions have been accorded to the contributor 
when burdened with a family, where the minimum has been 
fixed at L.600 and the maximum at L,1,500 per person, thus 
modifying the previous measure in which the uniform figure 
was L.500 per dependent. The rates of taxation on the net 
total income, possessed by the contributor, with the deduc- 
tions for family dependents, are as follows :- 
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Taxable Income. per cent. 
1,500 eee ‘ce de. — ie 1-00) 
5,000 — “ie pie wed 1-69 
10,000 2°28 
20,000 is dia - vo 3°08 
50,006 pas esa es ia ‘a A-SI 
100,000 es nie sib 7" 6°19 
300,000 a hai ‘iti 8°36 
800,000 12-44 
1,000,000 ~ ar ail ‘ia 16-80 
2,000,000) 7” en wi val ... 22°69 
2,500,000 saad ‘a ie 25-00 


Incomes of intermediary value will be taxed in propor. 
tion. 
Ex7Tra-Orpinary Tax on THE INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS gp 
BEARER Bonps. 


To complete the new forms ot taxation contemplated jy 
the Decree, special measures are to be enacted relative to 
the interest, bonuses and dividends paid by limited liability 
companies, Communes, Provinces and other bodies. They 
were already instituted by the Decree of 17th November, 
1918, by means of an extra-ordinary levy at the rate of ? 
per cent. The present scheme raises the scale of coniriby. 
tion from 2 to 3 per cent., but, at the same time, renders jt 
applicable only to revenyes derived from bearer bonds, and 
excluding registered stocks, which, under the previous De. 
cree, were also subject to taxation. The Government wishes 
to facilitate the transformation of bearer bonds into regis. 
tered stock, since this will help the Administration in the 
census of wealth. 

Loca Taxes. 

The Decree only refers to those local taxes which are 
closely akin to the direct taxes paid to the State. 

Since the progressive tax on total incomes imposed by 
the State substitutes the communal family tax, it will be 
necessary to compensate the Communes, and this will ke 
achieved by sanctioning a super-tax on the tax on total 
income due to the State, 

When the Communes and Provinces have expressed their 
needs, they will be given the right to impose taxes on in- 
dustrial and commercial incomes in the form of a special 
tax on industries, trading and professions, plus a_ tax in 
the case of such incomes as are not already subject. to the 
above levy. It is neither intended nor possible for the 
Government to give permanent form to local taxation, and 
the Decree prescribes that during 1920 new legislation is to 
be expected in regard to this matter. 


TAXES ON GCVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS AND ON THE SALE OP 
Goons. 

In regard to the tax on Government transactions, the 
existing legislation, the burden of which during the war was 
not seriously increased, is now amended, and a new branch 
of profitable taxation has been sought for. 

The tax on Government transactions comprehends those on 
mortgages and Government concessions. 

The tax on bicycles is again put at L.10, which is the 
figure already ruling up to 3lst December, 1919; and 
the iax on motor-cars is to be fixed according to the hp. 
Other slight changes bave been introduced in the tax 
mortmain and in those for compounding for stamp and 
registration duties, as well as on insurance policies. 

The scale of succession duties has been also revised, with- 
out, however, any additional tax being attached to direct 
succession or between husband and wife, where the amounts 
concerned do not exceed five millions, The maximum rate 
between relatives more than six times removed, and between 
non-relatives, is 50 per cent. A supplementary tax has been 
added on inheritances devolving on persons already rich, 
and who are neither husband nor wife nor relatives in direct 
succession of the deceased. 

There has also been established a tax on the sale of articles, 
whether luxuries or of common use. In the case of luxuries 
the tax is to be 10 per cent. on the selling price, whilst for 
articles of common use the tax is fixed at 2 per cent, on all 
prices of one lire and upwards. This new tax does not Il 
clude foodstuffs, fuel and such articles (e.g., perfumery, 
ete.), which are already subject to special taxes. 

In order to avoid, in the raising of these contributions, 4 
complicated system of compulsory registers, it is ordered that 
the tax must be levied by the shop-keepers on their clients 
and subsequently paid in to the Government offices annually, 
In checking these payments, the registered commercial 1- 
come of the shop-keeper is to be taken into account. 

Finally, in view of the extensive usegof foreign and 
Italian mineral waters, and their daily increasing pop 
larity, which contributes to the rising cost of living, 1 ® 
laid down that. a consumer’s tax be levied on such waters 
(with the exception of those to be classified as medical), at 
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the rate of 5, 10, 15, etc., centisimi, according to the price 
of each bottle. 

(Note.—An article dealing with Stamp Taxes, Consump- 
tive Taxes, Statistical Duty, etc., appears under ‘‘ Customs 
Regulations and Tariff Changes,” in this issue. | 





ene 


JUGO-SLAVIA. 





PROGRESS OF AMERICAN FINANCE. 


The Jugo-Slav Government have decided to send to the 
{nited States of America a Commissioner to study financial 
and other questions which may interes: and concern the two 
countries. 

Recently an American South-Slovenian Bank began opera- 
tions at Belgrade. Its headquarters are in the United 
States, and its capital is stated to be 15 million franes. 





POLAND. 





FOREIGN CURRENCY COMMISSION CEASES 
OPERATIONS. 

Information’ has been received from His Majesty’s 
Representative at Warsaw to the effect that the Foreign 
Currency Commission which was recently established by the 
Polish Government ceased operations on 26th November. 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 





NEW BANKING ORGANISATION. 

The following banking changes are foreshadowed in South 
Russia, according to a report of the Russian Liberation 
Committee, dated 16th November, 1919:— 

The new Manager of the State Bank, Senator Nikiforoff, 
states that it has been decided to form a central administra- 
tion of the State Bank with the participation in its Council 
of representatives from commercial, industrial, and banking 
spheres, thus guaranteeing a closer connection of the bank 
with the nation. Work is being organised for restoring the 


rights of bondholders, which were abolished by the 
Bolsheviks, and for speedy denationalisation of private 


banks, so as to enable them to aid in the restoration of the 
commercial and industrial life of the country. 

In the sphere of currency the work will have to be dis- 
tributed among the former establishments and the new 
oes in Odessa and Nieff and their administration united. 

it is also necessary to organise a Credit Chancellory so 
as to enable the Chief of Finance to organise a superin- 
tendence of the financial life of the country. All this will 
hasten the exchange of such currency notes as have to be 
withdrawn from circulation—the Ukrainian and Crimean 
notes in the first place, and then the establishment of one 
general currency. 

For the more speedy realisation of the agrarian reform 
the former Nobles’ and Peasants’ Land Banks wil! be united 
into one general State Land Bank. 





SPAIN. 





PROPOSED AGKRICULTURAL BANI. 

A draft of a Bill to be presented to the present Parlia. 
ment is published in the official Gazette of 20th November 
tor the establishment in Spain of an agricultural bank. 
This bank is to have its headquarters in Madrid, as a 
limited liability concern, with branches in all districts 
where they will be considered to be useful. 

It will be empowered to give advances to farmers to help 
them in their cultivation, enabling them to buy seeds, 
machinery, live stock, etc. The capital to commence with 
will be fifty millions of pesetas, which can be increased to 
one hundred millions, provided the shareholders agree and 
the Government approves, on the understanding that the 
increase is for the purpose of agricultural loans. 








—— 
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Shipping and Docks. 


WEST INDIES (Virgin Islands). 


ST. THOMAS AS A SHIPPING CENTRE. 
(From H.M. Acting Consul.) 








St. THOMAS. 

The port of St. Thomas is developing as a shipping centre. 
This is, to a certain extent, a compensation to this island 
for the loss of the shipping business of the Hamburg- 
America Line since the war. ' 

Two large oil tanks have been built recently, also ware- 
houses. The port is now a supply station, etc., for the 
steamers of the United States Shipping Board calling here, 
and sailings have been quite numerous. 





HAWAII, 


PEARL HARBOUR DRY-DOCK. 
(From H.M, Consul.) 





THE 


Honoie.v. 

The large dry dock at the United States Naval Station,. 
Pearl Harbour, was opened in August. 

In his speech at the opening ceremory, Mr. Daniels, the 
Secretary to the United States Navy, after recounting the 
difficulties experienced in the construction of the dock, and 
declaring the importance of the work te be second only to 
the construction of the Panama Canal, announced that it 
would be available for the use of merchant ships as well as. 
war vessels. 

History oF THE WorK, 


Work was first commenced on the dock in 1908, excava- 
tion being made by a dripper dredge, continued by a 
hydraulic dredge, to 35 to 38 feet below low water level, 
Dredging was finished in December, 1910. The open coffer- 
dam method of building was adopted, and followed up to 
the time that operations were temporarily suspended in 
February, 1913. Trouble had been experienced with con- 
stant leaks from May, 1911, in spite of all efforts at counter- 
action. 

In August, 191], a modification of the ordinary method 
of building a dry dock was attempted by putting in a piling 
foundation for the dock, and placing concrete under water. 
Piles were driven to an average depth of abvut 22 feet into 
the rock and topped with eight feet of concrete. In January, 
1912, a second attempt was made to let the water out of 
the coffer-dam without success, and a further attempt. 
aiter efforts to stop the leaks with fresh concrete in 
February, 1913. On 17th February the uplift of the coffer- 
dam increased so rapidly that the pumps had to be stopped 
and the men withdrawn, and in a few hours the whole 
construction collapsed. 

Towards the end of 1914 work was recommenced on new 
plans, which provided that the dock be built in 16 sections. 
The bottom of each section consists of structural steel 
emLedded in concrete, and the side walls of concrete with 
slight vertical reinforcements near the water faces. As the 
base of each section was completed it was towed by a huge 
baliast tank to the dock, where the tank was flooded and 
the section put in its place. The section was then un- 
fastened and the tank pumped out, rising to the top and 
leaving the section below. Each of these sections was 60 ft. 
long and 152 ft. wide. , 

The ballast tank or coffer-dam boat was made of steel and 
fulfilled several requirements, It performed the function 
of a coffer-dam by excluding water for a working space open 
to the air but below sea level, and acted as a boat for trans- 
porting the various bases. 

There was also provided a floating dry dock on which the 
sections of the big dock were built. As each of these were 
completed the floating dock was sunk to a sufficient depth to 
permit the coffer-dam boat or ballast tank to be floated to 
its position over the section. The floating dock was then 
lifted till the section and coffer-dam boat were above the 
surface of the water, and the two latter bolted together. 

After the 16 sections were laid, the space between each 
(4 feet) was-filled with tremie concrete, The 17th section or 
the semi-circular wall at the head of the structure was built 
of 150 blocks cast under dry conditions and lowered by an 
electric crane. 

This method proved successful, and no serious trouble was 
experienced in the building. The base sections and side walls 
have proved heavy and strong enough to withstand the water 
pouring through the weak coral on which the dock stands. 
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When the dry dock was first pumped out this year piles of 
rocks were laid in a rew along the bottom to act as weight 
against the hydrostatic uplift. As this rock was removed, 
another layer of concrete was laid equal to the weight of the 
ballast. This gives the bottom of the dry dock a thickness 
vf 16 feet, and a pressure of 3,500 pounds to the square foot 
against the hydrostatic uplift of 3,300 pounds to the square 
root, 
EQUIPMENT. 

The pumping equipment comprises four main discharge 
pumps and two drainage pumps. All of these are of the 
vertical shatt volute type, each operated by a direct con- 
nected 3-phase, 2,200 volt, 550 horse-power motor. The 
main pumps operate at 219 and 222 revolutions per minute, 
have a 54 inch suction, a 48 inch discharge, and deliver 
approximately 2,000 cubic feet per minute against a 32 ft, 
head. The drainage pumps operate at 585 revolutions per 
minute. 

The dock is equipped with nine capstans—one at the head 
and jour on each side. Each capstan is operated by a 50 
horse-power motor, and the apparatus is designed to ,ive 
a rope pull of 35,000 pounds. There is a 50-ton electrically- 
operated crane which travels round the dock and has a 
hoom reach right across its width. 

Cost. 

The original cost by the first contract in July, 1909, wes 
to be 1,760,000 dols. to cover a dock able to receive vessels 
581 feet long, 105 feet 4 inches beam, and a draft of 31 feet 
83 inches, with a clearance of 3 feet over the entrance sill. 
A supplementary agreement a year later added 544,000 dols, 
to the cost, and aliowed for a vessel 792 feet long and a beam 
of 113 feet 4 inches. Subsequent agreements in 1911 and 
1912 added 862.485 dols. to the cost, and allowed for a vessel 
1,600 feet long with the same beam, these additions being 
made on account of the approaching completion of the 
Panama Canal. At the time of completion the work cost 
4,944,466 dols., of which the pumps and machinery cost 
210,000 dols., caisson 134,000 dols,, and the capstans 25,000 
dols. 





PANAMA. 


PUNKER COAL DIFFICULTIES. 
(From H.M. Acting-Consul.) 





COLON. 

A Circular was issued by the Panama Canal authorities 
on llth October, notifying steamship companies of the diffi- 
culties experienced in supplying ships using the Canal with 
all the bunker coal they ask for, and of the limitations which 
tor the time being it will be necessary to place on the quanti- 
ties of such coal ordered by vessels proceeding to different 
points. 

The text of the Circular is: 

NOTICE TO STEAMSHIP LINES. 

lL. Dithenlties experienced in securing the delivery of 
sullicient coal to supply ships using the Canal with all the 
bunker coal they desire make it necessary to request the 
o-operation of steamship lines in limiting the amount ot 
‘oal required by their ships to a minimum. 

2. For the present it is requested that vessels be despatched 
so that those passing from the Atlantic to the Pacific will 
require only sufficient bunker coal to reach San Francisco, 
Honolulu, or Coronel. Those vessels trading to South 
American ports north of Valparaiso will be supplied with 
In the case 
ot vessels passing from the Pacific to the Atlantic and bound 
tor European ports, it will be impracticable at present to 
supply them with sufficient bunker coal to make the voyage 
direct, but they will be bunkered to reach Norfolk or New- 
port News, Virginia. 


sufficient coal for return voyage to the Canal. 


3. Those vessels using either terminal port as a terminus 
ot their established route should be despatched so as to 
require only sufficient coal to make the next port of call on 
their established route where a commercial coaling station 
is available. 

4. Those vessels using either terminal port merely as a 
port of call will be given coal only in exceptional cases. 


_ 
=< 


























Railways. 


AUSTRALIA. 


ON THE VICTORIAN 
RAILWAYS. 


The gross revenue of the Victorian Railways for the year 
ended 30th June last amounted to £6,432,277, and ‘was 
£129,982 less than that of the preceding year, yiz_ 
£6,562,259—or equivalent to a decrease of 1°98 per cent, : 

The gross revenue per traftic train mile, according to the 
Report of the Commissioners, was 9s. 10-46d,, as compared 
with 9s. 58d, in the preceding year, and was the highes; 
obtained during the past 41 years. | 

Kxcluding special and abnormal charges, the percentag, 
ot working expenses to gross revenue was 62°35, by contrast 
with 63°82 in the preceding year, and 63°83 in 1916-17. 

The net revenue after providing for the repayment oj 
ordinary working expenses, special and abnormal charges, 
pensions and gratuities, and the adjustment with South 
Australia in connection with the border railways, was 
equivalent to 3°72 per cent, of the total loan liability 
compared with 3-53 in 1917-18. 

CapiTaL EXPENDITURE. 

The total expenditure charged to capital account at 30th 
June, 1918, was £56,814,896 5s. 2d., and during the year the 
expenditure so charged was as follows :— 








REPORT 


> as 


£ s. d, 
135,167 13 } 
479,464 2 4 


Construction of new lines and surveys...... 
Electrification of Melbourne suburban lines 
Additions and improvements to— 


SEINE: setaspencmaddnanvbunidncieaeccwec 228,275 12 4 
Rolling stock ...... aera danenatileaiaeten dion anmn-sien 94,585 15 





Yotal increase in expenditure on capital 

ONS hasnt ecensttnnencesccccsescsesecedavenasoen 
So that the total expenditure charged to 
capital account at 30th June, 1919, was 57,752,389 7 7 


—_—- + 





MILEAGE. 

During the year 40°29 miles of new railways were opened 
tor traffic, and at 30th June 104°38 miles were in course 
of construction. 

At 30th June. 


1918. 1919. 
Miles. Miles. 
ALoute mileage .............. 4,151-64 4,189-52 
BONG CODERS é.osccessisesscses 4504-89 4,542°77 
PN - stitantiensuancnenminasen 829-707 846-81 
St. Wilda-Brighton and 
Sandringham-Black Rock 
Klectric Tramways— 
Main tracks ...... L132 14°95 
eS 1-09 1°35 


The total train mileage was 13,031,655, as compared with 
13,626,371 in the previous year, and although an increase 
of 48,835 miles occurred in the surburban passenger service 
due to the fact that the Altona Bay Line was in operation 
for the full year, as against only about six months of the 
year 1917-18, and to the provision on several lines of 
improved services which the tratfic demanded, there was a 
decrease in éach of the other divisions of service, the reduc- 
tions amounting to 22,498 miles in the country passenger 
train mileage, 3,606 in the mixed train mileage, and 
617,477 in the goods train mileage. 

The largest saving was acordingly effected in the goods 
train mileage, the reduction in which was equivalent to 13 
per cent., as compared with the previous year, and the fact 
that this reduction corresponds with the decline in the 
gross ton mileage of goods traffic handled serves to indicate 
that effective methods were maintained throughout the year 
in connection with the operations of goods trains. 

LOADING. 

The record results which were obtained last year in the 
loading of goods trains were fully maintained, the percent 
age ot actual to authorised load over the ruling grade and 
the average gross tonnage per traffic train mile being the 
same in each year, viz., 89 per cent. and 322 tons 
respectively. 

There was, however, a slight retrogression in the mixed 
train loading, which was entirély due to the smaller wheat 
yield and the consequent lesser use that had to be made o! 
these trains in the conduct of the goods business. 

The average tonnage per loaded truck mile also shows @ 
decline, and this is ascribable mainly to the considerably 
smaller quantity of wheat railed from the country, and the 
shorter distance which the wheat had to be hauled to the 
country stacking sites. Eliminating this traffic from con- 
sideration, however, the average tonnage per loaded truck 


937,493 2 5. 
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RAILWAYS, ETC. —continued. 
mile during the vear 1918-19 was equal to that obtained in 
the preceding year, 

The reduction in the number of country passengers per 
train mile run marks the effect of the influenza epidemic, 
until the outbreak of which the total number of country 
passenger journeys showed promise of constituting a record. 

The number of suburban passengers carried per train mile 
run, viz., 164, was. however, considerably in excess of any 
previous year’s result, and reflects the close attention that 
was given to the elimination of avoidable mileage. 

Rates aNnpd Fares. 

The change in conditions brought about by the war, which 
necessitated the payment of higher wages and considerably 
enhanced prices for coal, materials, and stores, made it 
impossible for railway systems and commercial undertakings 
generally throughout the world to continue to conduct 
business on a sound financial basis without passing on the 
increased charges to their customers. 

In the case of the Victorian Railways, however, the 
Government has, since the outbreak of war, only allowed 
increases in the tailway charges averaging 8.43 
per cent., whereas in New South Wales and South 
Australia, for instance, advances during the same period 
have been made equivalent in the aggregate to 275 per 
cnt, and over 20 per cent. respectively, and on all the 
principal railway systems in other parts of the world 
increases ranging from 36 to 150 per cent. have had to ke 
charged. 

The position therefore is that the rates and fares now 
being levied on these railways are substantially the same as 
those in operation in the vear 1905-6, notwithstanding that 
by contrast with that year the cost on account of labour has 
increased by 39 per cent., and of coal by 97 per cent., whilst 
materials and stores have advanced in price for a few items 
by from 33 to 80 per cent., but for the majority of the 
principal items by from 100 to 840 per cent., and the annual 
interest charge has also been largely augmented. 

The upward tendency in the cost of wages, the continued 
high price of stores and materials of all descriptions and of 
coal, and the increased interest charges which now have to 
be met with make it imperative that higher rates and fares 
shall be imposed if the railways of this State are to be 
self-supporting. 

ELECTRIFICATION OF THE SuBURBAN LINEs. 

The running of electric trains for the conveyance of 
passengers was commenced on the Sandringham-Kssendon 
Line on 28th May, 1919, but the non-receipt of certain 
electrical equipment necessary to complete the Middle 
Brighton sub-station is temporarily preventing the intro- 
duction of the full electric time-table which will provide 
for a 15-minute service at an average schedule speed of 21 
miles per hour, with trains every few minutes during the 
busy morning and evening hours. Until the Middle 
Brighton Sub-station is further equipped, a schedule has 
been adopted with a 20-minute service throughout the day 
and frequent trains during the busy hours. The average 
schedule speed is already 21 mules per hour between 
Melbourne and Essendon, but is restricted to 19 miles per 
hour between Melbourne and Sandringham. As soon as 
the necessary additional plant, delivery of which is being 
expedited, has been installed the complete electric time- 
table will be put into effect, and the travelling time will then 
be reduced by about 30 per cent., as contrasted with that 
occupied under steam service. 

Electric traction has also been inaugurated on the St. 
Kilda line with very satisfactory results both to passengers 
and to the Department. On this line the complete electric 
time-table was introduced at the outset, and the high speed, 
increased frequency of trains, superior lighting, and more 
comfortable conditions generally rendered possible by elec- 
trical working have incurred the popularity of the service. 
Although the electric trains had only been running for a 
few weeks when the Report was written, an appreciable 
increase in the number of passengers compared with previous 
similar periods under steam conditions was already recorded. 

The progress of the Electrification Scheme has been greatly 
retarded owing to conditions produced by the war, and tie 
utmost difficulty was experienced in securing sufficient 
plant to enable the Newport Power Station, and the Sub- 
stations at Jolimont, Newmarket and Middle Brighton, to 
he partially equipped. A large amount of work has yet to 
he done before these important sections of the scheme can be 
finshed, while three additional 20,000-volt high-tension 
underground cables have still to be laid between the power 
station and the Jolimont sub-station. In addition, a great 
deal of constructional work has to be accomplished before all 
the lines included in the scheme approved by Parliament in 
1912 are converted to electric traction. 

In addition, the two main generators to be installed in the 
Newport Pawer House are to be of considerably higher pro- 
ductive capacity than those already provided. This has 
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been rendered possible by the engineering progress during 
the past few years, and will enable the total continuous 
output of the power-house to be raised to 100,000 horse- 
power, and for brief periods by about an additional 15 per 
cent. As all the power obtainable from the Newport Power 
Hcuse can be used either departmentally or sold in bulk to 
outside concerns, the advantages derivable from the higher 
power generators referred to will be very appreciable. 

The erection of the overhead equipment has been com- 
menced on the Coburg Line, which will be electrified next 
after the Port Melbourne and Williamstown Lines. 
Construction operations have also been extended to the 
Reservoir, Clifton Hill, and Heidelberg Lines. Afterwards 
the equipment of the Melbourne-Caulfield-Frankston- 
Dandenong group will be taken in hand, and finally the 
Ringwood Line and branches. 


Cost ov ELectRIFICATION. 

The total expenditure on the electrification scheme each 
year, exclusive of the cost of constructing new carriages and 
of the structural alterations to existing suburban rolling- 
stock is shown hereunder :— 





Working 
Year. Expenses, Capital. 
{ 5 

A aE eee LS] 27 O76 
BS ibvndbidadvasasces S76 {51,618 
EE en EN ce: 19,944 751.980 
rene 14,974 690 482 
| ES Tr ee ree 11,250) 032,102 
EE ee 21 S44 290 038 
SE“ hvdseccudidecidicees 4+ 686 479 464 

Berk rts . 63,608 2 923 660) 





SUBSIDIARY ELECTRICAL SCHEMES. 


The Elwood Sub-staiion, which is linked up with the 
electrification scheme and supplied with energy trom the 
Newport Power House, is now in operation. The additional 
power thereby made available has enabled more commodious 
cars to be run on the St. Kilda-Brighton Electric Tram- 
way and admitted of improvements in the service, whilst 
various economies have been rendered possible by the sub- 
stitution of electric power for the steam-driven producing 
plant with which the Elwood Power House was formerly 
equipped. 

Another important subsidiary scheme is the proposed 
establishment of a sub-station at Spencer Street in place of 
the steam-driven producing plant at the existing electric 
light station, This sub-station will be connected to the 
Newport power house, and is intended to supply all energy 
for lighting and other purposes produced by the present 
plant, as well as such further quantities as may be necessary 
for the operation of the tools in metropolitan railway work- 
shops and for other purposes. 








MANCHURIA. 
PROPOSED ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS FROM 
DAIREN TO PORT ARTHUR. 
(rom H M. Consul.) 
DAIREN. 


A notice has appeared in the Manchurian press stating 
that an applicaton has been filed with the Dairen Civil 
Administration Office in the name of an ex-Minister ot 
Finance for permission to censtruct an electric tramway 
between Dairen and Port Arthur. The same individual has 
alse applied to the Civil Administration Office, Port Arthur, 
for official sanction to construct a street tramway at that 
town. 

{t seems doubtful if the first proposal will be sanctioned, 
although the route suggested is only 25 miles as compared 
with 8 by railway. The railway company, however, is intro- 
ducing an express service, once each way daily, and this is 
expected to satisfy present requirements, 

On the other hand, the street ‘tramway at Port Arthur 
may be approved. Meantime, the town remains about as 
dull, so far as trade is concerned, as it has been since the 
Russo-Japanese* war, but there are those who predict a 
brighter commercial and residential future for it, given 
improved communications with Dairen. 

The new Governor of Kwantung is anxious to accelerate 
communication between the two places, and supports a scheme 
which proposes the construction by the Government of a 
good road suitable for motor traffic between the two ports. 
Hitherto, however, the necessary funds have not been forth- 
coming for the achievement of this purpose. 


_ 
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Minerals and Metals. 


CANADA. 
MINERAL DISCOVERIES IN ONTARIO. 


(Fron, H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 








‘ihe second discovery of radium-bearing ore was made in 
Ontario during October. While a mica claim was being 
investigated in the Township of Butt, District of Nipissing, 
pitchblende was found, from which uranium was extracted, 

Ihe Deputy Minister of Mines for Ontario states that it is 
not possible yet to estimate its importance nor to tell its 
value commercially in the production of radium. The 
Ontario Government has offered a reward of 25,000 dols. 
for the discovery of radium in this area in commercial 
quantities. 


CHINA (Manchuria). 


ANSHAN STEEL WORKS. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 


————————<» 





THE 


DAIREN. 

The unsatisfactory state of aflairs at the Anshan Stecl 
Works, the property of the South Manchuria Railway 
‘Company, is borne out in an article which appeared recently 
in a local non-official organ. The writer indicates that the 
company have practically decided to abandon the erection 
ot the steel manutacturing plant, and to restrict their 
energies to the production of pig iron. 

The termination of the war and the consequent sudden 
drop in the price of iron and steel is probably responsible 
for the change of plans. Given a further two years in which 
to stabilise its position, it is quite conceivable that, with 
the inflated prices which prevailed during the war, the works 
would have proved a financial success, notwithstanding tho 
great expenditure of money on the undertaking. But as 
matters stand at present, the receipts from the works will 
certainly fall far short of the estimate for the current 
financial year, viz., £2,170,700 (approximate). 

The article states that the first part of the programme 
{see p. 402 of the ‘Journal’ of 25th September last for a 
description of the plans), as is generally known, has been 
-duly completed, Lut construction work on the second part 
of the programme is to be suspended, and it is probable 
that radical changes will be made in the original scheme. 
If the Jatter were to be carried out in its entirety, an 
enormous outlay would still be required, but the present 
financial condition of the company renders this impossible. 
Even if the capital is increased, as contemplated, there are 
numerous other important enterprises which demand prior 
consideration. But the strongest argument of all, it is 
stated, is that the enterprise would be unprofitable in any 
case now that prices have dropped as the result of the war 
coming to an end, and unless the Government were to take 
steps to protect the industry, it would be impossible to com- 
pete with imported goods. Moreover, it has to be 
remembered that the company would have to face the opposi- 
tion of the iron works in Japan, it would seem, therefore, 
that the original plan of producing all kinds of iron and 
steei goods at Anshan is now’ considered unsound. 

A big reduction must therefore be made in the equipment 
originally contemplated, and future activities will be con- 
fined to ore extraction and the manufacture of pig iron. If 
this is done on a sufficiently large scale it is believed that 
the output should not be materially increased, and the 
company’s requirements in the shape of iron and steel manu- 
factures could be supplied to a large extent through tlic 
iron works in Japan. 

This scheme will effect a great saving of expenditure, and 
will besides provide a considerable amount of work for the 
foundries in Japan. 

It is believed locally that had it not been for the Anshan 
enterprise, the railway company would have been able to 
declare a 20-25 per cent. dividend this year instead of 10 
per cent, 

The output of pig iron at the works after three and-a-half 
months’ working, has been, according to the press, only 
7,000 tons, though it was claimed that the output during 
the first month had been 100 tons a day, and that this figure 
had been increased to 160 tons in June-July. A newspaper 
report also states that the quality preduced so far is very 
uneven. 


NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


MINING PRODUCTION AND PROSPECTS. 
It is stated that the Netherland East Indian Government 
‘does not intend for the present to reserve areas on the 
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MINERALS AND METALS —ccntinued. 








islands to the east of the Molucca Sea for prospecting fo 
and mining iron, nickel, and chrome ores, under Article 5, 
ot the Indian Mine Act. These ore fields will therefy» 
be open for private mining enterprise. 

It is reported that the laterite iron ore on Celebes Islay, 
is especially valuable as a basis for manufacturing constry. 
tional steel, owing to the fact that it contains nickel. 

The present consumption of iron and steel in the Nethey. 
land East Indies is considered sufficient to justify the ere. 
tion of rolling mills, which it is estimated could produ 
40,000-50,000 tons tor rails and plates per annum. = 4 
demand would also quickly arise tor East Indian steel] j, 
neighbouring countries. Electric power for working th 
rolling mills can be supplied from the lake district 9; 
Celebes. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
THE CALIFORNIAN MINERAL INDUSTRY. 


The final returns from the mineral producers of California 
for 1918. issued by the Statistical Division of the State 
Mining Bureau, give the total value of production a 
199,753,837 dols., being a net increase of 38,550,875 dol 
over the 1917 figures. } 

There were 54 different mineral substances (exclusive oj 
a segregation of the various stones grouped under gems), 
and of the 58 counties in the State ali but two contributed 
some mineral product. 

As compared with the 1917 output, the notable features 
of 1818 are the enormous increase in petroleum valuation, 
and the decrease of over three million dollars in the gold 
yield. Of the metal, copper decreased approximately 740,00) 
Ib. in quantity, and 1,444,000 dols. in value; gold decreased 
3,998,342 dols.; manganese increased in tonnage and value: 
and quicksilver slightly in value; while silver, lead, zing, 
and tungsten showed decreases, 

Petroleum increased over four million barrels in quantity, 
and the prices per barrel for all grades continued to rise 
materially that the net result was an increase of 40,483,012 
dols. in total value. 

Decided changes are shown by some of the structural and 
industrial materials. Among others, cement and chromite 
show increases, with magnesite and miscellaneous stone 
showing decreases, Of these, chromite leads with a gain oi 
over two-and-a-half million dollars. Of the salines, potash 
increased over two-and-a half millions in value, and borax 
decreased over a half-million. 

MineRAL WEALTH OF CALIFORNIA 








California yields commercially a greater number and 
variety of mineral products than any other state in the 
United States, and probably more than any other equal 
area elsewhere on the earth. Betore 1y16 the total annua! 
value of her output was surpassed by but four other states, 
they being the great coal and iron producers of east of the 
Mississippi river. In 1916 and 1917, because ot their 
enormous increases in copper output, Montana and Arizona 
passed California in total value for those years; and 
Arizona for 1918. Of one item, at least, borax, California 
still remains the sole producer, and for many years was als 
the sole- domestic source of chromite and magnesite. Cali- 
fornia produces at least 75 per cent. of the quicksilver 1 
the United States, and for some years has been leading al 
other states in gold and platinum, and alternating in the 
lead with Colorado in tungsten, and with Oklahoma in 
petroleum 





~-PROPOSED PLATINUM CORPORATION 
FOR ALASKA. 


A Bill has been introduced into Congress providing fet 
the incorporation of the United States Platinum Corpot- 
tion, with capital stock of 30,000,00u dols., the object o! 
which is to secure a concession from the Government of land 
areas in Alaska containing platinum sands, and to pay 10 
such privileges, as a royalty or subsidy, one-eighth of the 
net products obtained from the working of the concessio. 
The operation would be under the jurisdiction of the 
Treasury Department. 

The measure provides that there shall be selected ant 
appointed by Congress five Commissioners, to be known ® 
United States Government Commissioners of Platinum ant 
its Allied Industries, whose term of office would be obe, 
two, three, four and five years respectively, and that the 
sum of 100,000 dols. shall be set aside from the gros 
receipts of the corporation, or as much thereof as may 
necessary to maintain and support the Commission, unde 
rules and regulations mutually formulated by the Com 
missioner and the Corporation. 








—— 
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a 
Textiles. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
DISPOSAL OF IMPERIAL WOOL, 1919-20. 
The Director-Genera! of Raw Materials (Ministry of 


Munitions) issues the tollowing statement on the statistical 
ition of the Imperial Wool Purchase Account at 31st 
Scher, and the anticipated movement of wool stocks 


thereafter, as nearly as can be estimated :— 


Bales. 
31st October, 1919— 
Stock in New Zealand, Old Clip. ............. 220 ,C0U 
Stock in Australia, Old Clip. .................. 780,600 
Stoek in Australia, New Clip. ................ 200,000 
Dec., 1919, to June, 1920— 
Expected appraisements New Zealand, 


New Clip 

Oct., 1919, to June, 1920— 
Expected appraisements, 
Clip 


291) QOU 
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Australia, New 
1,700,000 
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3,450,000 
3}st October, 1919— 











Stock in United Kingdom _.......... beitniiae 800,000 
Afloat for United Kingdom _.............. 0.2... 270,000 
4,520,000 
Expected disposals, Noy., 1919—Dec., 1920— 
Saies by auction in United King- 
dom, 14 months, 225,000 = 3,150,000 
Shipments to Antwerp, Dunkirk, 
Boston, Genoa, and Japan = 840,000 
3,990,000 
RE: san siecattinccnitonicsuateneiecevieoule 530,009 





NOTES. 

The total wool ior shipment from New Zealand, as shown 
abeve, amounts to 770,000 bales. It is expected that this 
may be lifted before 30th November, 1920, at the average 
rate of about 60,000 bales per month. 

The wool to be lifted from Australia, as shown above, 
amcunts to 2,680,000 bales. It is hoped to ship the entire 
quantity before 30th September at the rate of approximately 
240,000 bales per month. 

If the above arrangements could be worked out exactly 
according to programme, Australia would be completely 
dear of Government wool on Ist October, and New Zealand 
on Ist December, which would leave the way free to the new 
clips, which begin to be collected in the two Dominions 


at about the respective dates named. The total stocks of © 


wool held on Government account at the end of next year 
would, according to programme, amount to 530,000 bales, 
of which about 400,000 bales would be in stock in the United 
Kingdom, the rest afloat. It is perfectly clear that some 
deviations from the programme must in practice inevitably 
ocur, but it has been shaped as the most suitable to all the 
interests concerned within the limits of what is practicable, 
and every effort will be made to conform as closely as 
possible to it, with the proviso that any suitable opportunity 
wil be availed of to increase the quantity shipped to foreign 
perts for immediate disposal. 
SALES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


It must be pointed out that in order to dispose of 
Australasian wool by auction in the United Kingdom at 
the rate of 2,700,000 bales per annum, not only must all the 
auction facilities existing in pre-war days be strained to 
the very utmost, but the arrangements for sale by auction 
in the Northern ports initiated in 1919 must be increased 
and extended. It is quite impracticable either to bring 
the wool to the United Kingdom or to dispose of it by 
auction at a more rapid rate than is set forth in the 
programme. The figures mentioned are the maximum which 
we can hope to attain in view of the present and prospective 
condition of the ports. 

The programme of shipments from Australia and New 
Zealand of 300,000 bales per month is at least one-third 
greater than the heaviest shipping year in pre-war days. It 
is exceedingly improbable that in respect of any other lead- 
ing commodity produced in the Southern Hemisphere such 
a complete clearance of arrears will ne effected as is con- 
templated in our wool programme. In the present scarcity 
of tonnage no greater rapidity than this in bringing for- 
ward Australian and New Zealand wool could be attempted 
with any prospect of success. Neither is it in any way 
desirable to hasten shipments to such an extent as to exhaust 
the 1919-20 clip before the next clip is ready to be marketed. 
Our programme, if it can be accomplished, will enable 
private shippers, s0 soon as the new clips come in, to take 


ee 





_, 
ae 


TEXTILES—continued. 








the place of the Government and continue the flow of steady 
monthly shipments of Australia and New Zealand. ; 

An analysis of qualities was attempted in a similar state- 
ment issued in September, and it need now only be said 
that the Department will include a full proportion of merino 
and fine crossbred woel in the monthly auctions, and will 
endeavour to distribute as evenly as possible the total avail- 
aisle holdings of these classes of wool over the series of 
auctions between now and the end of 1920. 


BRITISH INDIA. 








METHODS OF REPRESENTATION IN 
THE SALE OF TEXTILES. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner’s Report.) 

Owing to the great volume of our exports of textiles to 
india, which in the last complete pre-war year—1913— 
amounted to the prodigious total of £40,000,000, or 59 per 
cent. of our total trade with the country, the selling 
organisation which has been evolved is probably the one best 
suited to India’s requirements. 

The textile trade in India, just as in the United Kingdom, 
is the best organised of all trades. The largest and most 
powerful import merchants, both European and Indian, 
possess special piece-goods departments with a trained staff, 
and in many cases devote their whole energies to the trade. 
The Indian guaraatee brokers and dealers in the principal 
perts are the wealthiest and soundest of their class, and a 
highly-specialised organisation has been built up, extending 
from the purchase of the goods in Manchester and elsewhere 
to the iinal distribution in the villages of India. 

CHANGING CONDITIONS. 

Speaking generally, the methods which have been adepted 
in the past to market British textiles in India appear to 
have been adequate to meet the needs of the country, and 
the consuming capacity of India appears to have been met 
inevery particular. The increasing competition from Japan, 
however, together with the growing interest taken by the 
leading European and Indian merchant houses in local 
industries, present two factors which will require to he 
carefully watched by British exporters. 

JAVANESE PENETRATION. 


So far Japanese exporters have confined their distribution 
or textiles to the large ports, where they have in some cases 
established their own offices, and in others have shipped 
direct to dealers in the bazaars. It must always be 
remembered that at least two of the most powerful Japanese 
heuses have branches throughout the cotton-growing tracts 
for the purchase of raw cotton, and that this would provide 
them with the nucleus of an up-country distributing organi- 
sation, should they ever decide to apply to India those 
niethods of extensive up-country distribution which they 
have found to be so successful in China. 

The Japanese salesman is prepared to live in the mofussil 
under conditions which would be intolerable to the average 
British assistant, and, moreover, could be maintained at a 
fraction of the cost of the latter. It is extremely doubtful 
whether such up-couniry distribution of goods from local 
depots would be satisfactory in the case of piece-goods in 
India, but the possibility of Japanese penetration in this 
respect. deserves careful study and vigilance. 

Cos MOPOLITAN MERCHANTS. 


The British merchant houses in India, who have in the 
past been the principal medium for the sale of British tex- 
tiles, have so far confined their attentions to British goods 
largely because they were the only goods in the market. 
Witk the advent of serious competition from a foreign 
source it is more than likely that they would just as readily 
take up the distribution of foreign goods, and, in fact, some 
of them have already done so in the case of Japanese piece- 
goods. Exporters and manufacturers in the United King- 
dom should never lose sight of the fact that the British 
merchant overseas is cosmopolitan so far as trade is con- 
cerned. This was never more forcibly brought to my atten- 
tion than when one of the partners of one of the leading 
purely British houses of piece-goods importers into India, 
whose fortunes have been almost entirely made in the past 
through the import of Lancashire textiles, asked the official 
British trade representative to place him in touch with a 
good firm of Japanese piece-goods exporters! 

British merchants in India are also becoming more and 
more identified with the expansion of local industries, in 
the capacity of managing agents for mills and works of all 
kinds. Thus when one learns of prominent firms—who, in 
the past have conducted a very large trade exclusively with 
the United Kingdom—considering schemes for the establish- 
ment of spinning, weaving, bleaching, and dyeing works in 
India, it is not only a sign that they desire to provide an 
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effective ‘“thedge’’ against any decline in the imports ci 

Lancashire goods, but also clearly indicates that the United 

Kingdom manufacturer and shipper in the future will not 

be able to rely upon them taking quite such a single-minded 

view of his interests as they have done in the past. 
RiCOMMENDATIONS. 

The remedy would appear to lie in the development of 
cleser connections between home shippers and the dealers in 
bazaars, whether in the form of an extension of direct 
trading relations, or by means of resident representatives 
who would maintain the closest touch with the dealers and 
would carefully watch their principal’s interests. It is a 
remarkabie fact how little is known by the piece-goods sales- 
men in firms of European importers in India—just as in the 
Far East—ot the actual methods of distribution up-country 
and of the factors which affect the sale of particular yarns 
and cloths. lt is only natural that this should be so when 
one considers that their information is solely derived from 
their native brokers and dealers, whose interests lie in 
retaining their own control over the trade. 

The old methods of selling established marks of goods 
through guarantee brokers in the principal ports of entry 
without going carefully into such factors as the requirement 
of particular districts, means of transport available, fluctua- 
tions in the economic conditions of the ultimate consumers, 
and their effect on the demand, etc., etc., may have suificed 
so long as the United Kingdom had the virtual monopoly 
ot the market ; but with the entry into the field of powerful 
and determined competitors, possessing peculiar advantages 
as regards facilities for distribution, and securing intorma- 
tion, much more scientific study of the market, and how 
its requirements may be met, will be required if we are to 
hold our own. It would appear that this can best be given 
by the home shippers themselves taking a more active 
interest in the distribution of their products in India, 
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CHEAP CLOTH FROM HEMP WASTE. 
(From H.M. Acting Consul-General.) 
ManiLa. 

A well-known Japanese corporation is investing 2,000,000 
yen in the erection of factories at Legaspi, Albay, at Davao, 
and possibly at Cebu, for the manufacture of cheap cloth 
irom hemp waste, 

A process by which hemp waste can be utilised as a textile 
to considerable advantage has been discovered by Japanese 
chemists, the patent right to which has been secured in the 
United States and Japan, with applications pending in other 
countries. 

Formerly most of the hemp waste was used for the manu- 
facture of paper, but better financial returns will be obtained 
by using it for the making of cloth. 

The manager states that the kind of cloth to be manu- 
factured is a substitute for the cheap cotton fabric of dark 
blue colour used for working clothes of Chinese and Japanese 
coolies, and for which there is a large demand. 

The most expensive item of the new industry will be the 
purchase and installation of suitable machinery, estimated 
at 500,000 yen for each factory. The first factory will be 
erected in southern Luzon, and upon its success will depend 
the erection of additional plants at Davao, and_ possibly 
Cebu. 





COTTON EXPORTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
SHANGHAI. 

The exports of cotton from China for the year ended 31st 
August totalled 1,241,000 piculs, of which quantity Japan 
took 1,089,000 piculs. These are the largest exports since 
the season of 1919-11, when shipments amounted to 1,492,000 

piculs, of which 1,195,600 piculs went to Japan. 
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Detroleum. 


NETHERLAND WEST INDIES. 


OIL-REFINING AND STORAGE DEVELOP. 
MENTS AT CURACAO. 
(from H.M. Acting-Consul.) 








CuRACAg, 

there is no preduction of petroleum in the Colony of 
Curacao, but there is, however, a large refinery at Willem. 
stad, Curacao, erected by the Curacao Petroleum Company 
(in London the Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Company), which js 
capable ot refining about one thousand tons of oil per day 

This reiinery has been erected, primarily, to handle the 
oil produced in Venezuela. Up to the present no great 
quantity of oil has passed through it owing to the lack of 
proper transport facilities, Only one barge, of about eight 
hundred tons, is engaged in the work of bringing oil frog 
Maracaibo, Venezuela, to the refinery. 
The total import ot petroleum in 1918 was 28,700 tons 
and the export 6,000 tons. From January to 30th 
September, 1919, the import has been 9,600 tons, and the 
export 19,300 tons. The exports 1epresent fuel oil cargoes 
and bunkers. ' 

There have not been any very great fluctuations in oil 
prices, these having been more or less what they are at 
present : — 


Kerosene, per American gallon — ............... ld. 
Petrol, per American gallon .................. Is. 6d. 
EOE. ccnitinnonandnedsneineuseanins £2 to £3. 


[fn addition to the refinery there are now being erected 
here by the West India Oil Company (Standard Oil Com. 
pany) two iron storage tanks with a total capacity of nearly 
three million gallons. These will be used solely for supplying 
oil bunkers to vessels, ; 

It is expected that as trade and shipping become more 
settled the work of the refinery here will increase and that 
the export of kerosene, petroi, and fuel oil will develop, 
As the position stands at present, until proper arrangements 
are made for the conveyance of the oil from Venezuela to 
the refinery here, oil business, on anything but a rather 
minor scale, cannot be undertaken. 


SOUTH RUSSIA, 
PETROLEUM SITUATION. 

According to an authoritative report on the petroleum 
industry in South Russia, written from information obtained 
during a journey to the Caucasus during May and June last, 
the production at Baku for 1918 was only 34 per cent. of the 
pre-war figure. 

Drilling is practically at a standstill, and enormous stocks 
have accumulated. From these, producers hope to restore 
their financial position. In the present year no export has 
been possible, but the repair of the Baku-Batoum pipe line 
will preve the necessary outlet, and crude oil should shortly 
be at Batoum for immediate delivery, 

At Grosny there has been an entire stoppage of the 
industry and the fields have suffered greatly by fire. 

There is little prospect of the stocks which have 
accumulated in the North Caspian district being exported 
this year. 

The wells at all these places are capable of providing large 
quantities for many years yet, and on its reorganisation the 
South Russian oilfields should take a leading place in the 
world’s petroleum production, 

The figures below are those of the gross production in 
South Russia for the last ten years. 

GENERAL PropucTIon or Russian OILFIELDS. 




















1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. WB. 
NN io isaias 502.7 502.0 460.7 478.3 468.5 431.2 451.0 476.9 403.2 Ws 
Grosny ...... 57. 740 75.2 64.5 73.7 98.4 88.1 102.7 94.8 
Nth. Caspian 
(Emba) .. — —- — 10 60 W727 65 15.5 155 
Maikop ...... 06 13 78 92 #48 40 46 21 20 «6 
Cheleken ... 17 63 133 183.0 80 50 40 30 10 #2 
Fergan (Trans- as 
Caspia) .. 09 17 20 20 26 18 20 20 20 es 
arene et eee Preiel ernie & 
Total ......... 562.9 585.3 559.0 568.0 563.6 557.1 569.2 602.2 5185 ~ 
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There are also unexploited fields of considerable area upon 
which work will be carried on in the future. It will be Jong 
before the supremacy of Baku asa producing field is seriously 
challenged, however. | 

The following are the principal Baku fields in order of 
relative importance :— 

Balakhany, Surakhany, Bibi Eibat, Binagadi, Holy Island. 

The normal market for Baku oil is Russia via the Volga, 
hut this is now shut off, and the consequent congestion of 
stocks 1s the cause of the present crisis in the Baku industry. 

since 1914 no oil has heen exported via the Black Sea: 
ports, 
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PETROLEUM — continued. 





The Grosny oilfield has been idle during 1918 owing to fire. 
Great expenditure of money and labour will be necessary to 
restore it. Many wells are spoiled and others flooded. 

Owing to difficulties of working at the present time pro- 
duction in the North Caspian fields has been either 
temporarily suspended, or greatly reduced. 

Results at the Ferghana field in Trans-Caspia do not 
justify great hopes, and the Maikop district has proved very 
disappointing. 


‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PRO- 
DUCTS SITUATION. 

New development has been most active in the oilfields of 
Central and Northern Texas and Northern Louisiania, and 
in the Elk Hills. California, states the October report 
of the United States Bureau of Mines. The production 
of Texas has increased considerably, and the new field at 
Homer, Louisiania, is of considerable promise, many large 
wells being found there. Recent development in the Elk 
Hills. California, indicates the possibility of obtaining large 
supplies of light, refinable oil from that district. 








PRODUCTION OF PETROLEUM. 

The figures of the United States Geological Survey show 
a wtal production of 244,000,000 barrels of oil up to the 
end of August, 1919, as against 234,000,000 barrels of oil for 
the first eight months of 1918—an increase of 10,000,000 
barrels to date, indicating a probable increase of 15,000,000 
barrels, or 4 per cent. for the year. Stocks have increased 
9,000,000 barrels, or 7 per cent. from January of the present 
year. Importations of crude oil from Mexico have greatly 
increased. The consumption for 1919 will be considerably 
above that for 1918. Supplies on hand of crude oil appear 
adequate for immediate needs. 

Tiik GASOLINE POSITION. 

The gasoline position continues satisfactory, and the cur- 
rent season has passed without any acute situation as coc- 
curred in the fall of 1918. Gasoline production for August, 
1919, was 326,000,000 gallons, as against 330,000,000 for 
August, 1918, and 254,000,000 for August, 1917. Stocks 
were respectively 434,000,000, 285,000,000, and 298,000,000 
gallons at the end of August for the three years. 

SPECIFICATIONS AND ANALYSES. 


Gasoline specifications, for the purchase of gasoline by 
Government departments, have recently been adopted by the 
Presidential Committee established during the war. ‘These 
new specifications involve only minor changes, the end point 
being raised from 220 to 225 deg. CU, and the 90 per cent. 
point from 186 to 190 deg. C. 

For the benefit of the Specifications Committee, 836 
sainples of gasoline on the market in the various parts of the 
United States were collected by the Bureau of Mines and 
analysed. This survey indicated that there has been com- 
paratively little change in the character of gasoline in the 
past year, hence, it was not deemed necessary to make any 
material changes in the specifications. 

ACTIVE DEMAND FOR KEROSENE. 


The production of kerosene in August, i919, was 
2)9,000,000 gallons, as against 148,000,000 gallons during 
August, 1918. Stocks were 296,000,000 gallons in August, 
1919; 424,000,000 gallens in the same month of 1918; and 
911,000,000 gallons in August, 1917. Kerosene has been in 
such demand during the last few months that the price bas 
increased greatly, though an easing of the situation has more 
latterly followed on the increase of stocks from 244,000,000 
gallons at the end of May. 


Over-PropuctTION oF GAS AND FvuEL OILS. 


There has been a considerable over-production of gas and 
fuel oils since the signing of the Armistice reduced their 
consumption. Stocks have expanded from 569,000,000 gallons 
in August, 1918, to 830,000,000 gallons at the end of August, 
1915. The increase during the last four months has been 
slight, however. as stocks at the end.of April were 807,000,000 
gallons. The gas and fuel oil situation appears to be more 
satisfactory than carlier in the year, and markets apparently 
have been extended to take up the over-production. 


Repucep CoNsuMPTION OF LUBRICATING OILS. 


The production of lubricating oils has remained practically 
constant during the past year, the production of August, 
1919, being 72,000,000 gallons, as in August, 1918; that 
of August, 1917, was 64,000,000 gallons. Stocks, however, 
have increased from 115,000,000 gallons at the end of August, 
1917, to 170,000,000 gallons at the end of August this year, 
indicating reduced consumption. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


VALUATIONS OF HIDES AND SKINS 
FOR EXPORT DUTY. 

Notification, No, 7,257, dated 11th September, 1919, which 
has been issued by the Department of Commerce and In- 
dustry of the Government of India, contains the Tariff 
Valuations which have been fixed by the Governor-General 
in Council tor the purpose of levying the duty of 15 per 
cent ad valorem recently imposed on raw hides and skins 
exported from British India, with a rebate of two-thirds ot 
the duty when exported under a bond for their tanning 
within the Empire. 

The valuations referred to are as follows :— 

Raw Hides and Skins: 











(1) Arsenicated and air-dried hides: Rs. a. p. 
(a) Cows, per Ib. nee oki aii We 012 6 
(5) Buffaloes, per Ib. ... Fete ve Dey 0 8 U 
(2) Dry-salted hides : 


(a) Cows, per Ib. i ioe 4s ia 0 lu OU 
(b) Buffaloes ‘iy an — ais wih O 6 YU 
Wet-salted hides : 
(a) Cows, per Ib. 
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(b) Buffaloes, per Tb. 4 6 
(4) Goatskins, per piece 4 VU OU 
(5) Sheepskins, per piece ve bio “0 2 0 0 
{Note.—These valuations are subject to revision. | 
AUSTRALIA. 
EXPORTATION OF ANIMAL FERTILIZERS. 


KTC., PROHIBITED. 

The Commonwealth Gazette of 2nd October contains c«\py 
of a Proclamation dated Ist October, 1919, prohibiting the 
exportation from the Commonwealth of animal fertilizers 
and superphosphates, and the raw material for the manu- 
facture of such goods, unless the consent in writing of che 
Minister of State for Trade and Customs has first been 
obtained. 

The Proclamation of 24th January, 1918, in this conn .c- 
tion, is revoked by the present Proclamation. 





EGYPT. 
NUMBER OF EGGS TO BE EXPORTED. 


The ‘Journal Officiel’? of 23rd October contains copy of a 
Government notice stating that it has been decided to repeat 
during the season 1919-20 the arrangement made in previous 
years for the exportation of eggs. 

The number of eggs to be exported during the period 
November to April has been limited to 129,000,000. 

Information in regard to the sale of eggs for shipment 
may be obtained from Mr. T. Scott, Regina Palace Hotel, 
Alexandria. 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 


EXPORTATION OF PALM KERNELS, ETC. 

The Board of Trade have been informed by the Colonial 
Office that the Governors of the British West African 
Colonies and Protectorates have been authorised to cancel 
all prohibitions on the exportation of oils and fats, and 
oleaginous nuts, seeds and products. 


FOREIGN. 


AUSTRIA. 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES: 
‘SXEMPTIONS FROM DUTY. 

The British High Commissioner in Vienna has furnished 
the following information regarding Austrian import 
duties : — 

The duties under the Austro-Hungarian Customs Tariff 
were always payable in gold, though they were actually paid 
in the paper currency of the country, an agio being paid 
when this was at a discount. According to the arrangements 
at present in force in Austria, payment of Customs duties on 
goods imported from countries outside the former })ual 
Monarchy is accepted in Austro-Hungarian bankaotes with 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





a 0 per cent. increase. The amount actually payable in 
foreign exchange is therefore far less than the gold value 
of the duties, as the present currency is at a discount, as 
compared with British currency, of much more than 500 
per cent. 

The duties on various classes of goods are at present sus- 
pended, and those on other goods are levied at reduced 
rates. Particulars respecting these exemptions and reduc- 
tions are given below : — 

as.—The duty on the goods enumerated below is suspended 
until further notice. 

FOODSTUFFS. 


Tariff No 
19—21 Sugar of all kinds and molasses, . 
23—29 Wheat, meslin, spelt: rye; barley; oats; maize; 
buckwheat ; and mullet. 
3 Malt. , 
31 Beans, peas and lentils. 
32 Vetches, lupines. 
35 Meal (flour) and meal products of corn and pulse. 
34 Rice, husked or not, and broken rice. 
36—359 Walnuts and hazel nuts; fresh fruits (except 
grapes); prepared fruits (dried, etc.). a 
41—43 Onions and garlic; fresh cabbage; other fresh 
vegetables (except troffies) and kitchen garden 
produce. 
c 44 Kiln-dried tomatoes and slices of sugar beet; 


vegetables of all kinds (except truffles) and other 
kitchen garden produce, prepared otherwise 
than by kiln drving (dried, pressed, cut up, pow- 
dered or otherwise reduced), even if salted, 
pickled in brine or vinegar, in casks, 

45—46, 48 Rape and rape seed; poppy seed (also ripe poppy 
heads) ; and mustard seed (also ground, in -asks). 

57 Chicory root, dried (not roasted), cut up or not. 

E Oxen, bulls, cows, young cattle, calves, sheep and 

goats, lambs and kids, swine, and horses. 


73 Poultry of all kinds. 
r 74 Game (furred or feathered) dead, cut up or not. 
75 Fish, fresh water crayfish, snails, scampi (Nor- 
wegian lobster). 
79 Eggs, fresh, and yolk and white of eggs, liquid. 
80 Honey, artificial or natural. 
88— 90 Butter, fresh or salt, melted down or not: hogs’ 


fat, lard, bacon, goosefat, melted down or not; 
artificial butter and margarine and other fats for 
cooking purposes. 


31—93 Fish and seal oil; animal tallow, raw or melied; 
pressed tallow; vegetable tallow, palm oil, palm 
kernel oil, coconut oil, solid. 

102—106 Rape seed oils; linseed oil and other fatty oils 
not specially mentioned; olive, maize, poppy 
seed, sesamum, ground nut, beechnut and sun- 
flower oils; cotton seed oi). 

ex 108 Fruit and berry juices, not thickened. 

113—14 Bread, common, black or white; ships’ biscuits; 
confectionery (cake). 

115 Sago, and sago substitutes, tapioca, arrowroot. 

116 Alimentary pastes (macaroni, vermicelli, etc.). 

117—118 Meat and meat sausages. 

119 Cheese. 

120—122 Herrings, salted or smoked; fish. salted, smoked, 
dried; fish, prepared (marinated or preserved 
in oil, etc.), in barrels. 

128 Preserves of fish, meat and shel] fish. : 

29 Preserves of vegetables. 


1 

ex 151—132 Condensed or dried milk, also dried in blocks, 
nulk and cream sterilised—all of these prepared 
with or without addition of sugar; fruit, vege- 
tables and other edible plants, preserved fish 
and meat, and solid dried yolks of eggs (for 
eating), as well as egg preserves of all kinds; 
also meat extracts and all kinds of manufactured 
soup. 

Flour and flour products, also starch, packed for 
retail sale, or notified as edible or provided with 
directions for use, children’s flour with or with- 
out the addition of sugar. Aleuronat flour, 
vegetable albumen in a pure condition suitable 


for preparing edibles. 


jex 151. 132 Edible yeast, dried yeast. not capable of ferment- 
| 615 and 616 ing, with or without added materia!s, even if in 
small packets. 
157 Quebracho wood and other tanning woods. 
ex 162 Chestnut wood extract: quebracho wood extract, 
and other tanning extracts. 
164 Tar. 
175 Mineral oils. also lignite and schist tar: 
176 Crude, whether or not suitable for illuminating 
purposes without previous refining 
ex 177 Refined or half-refined, light, of which the gravity 


is 795 deg. or more. 
Note to. 176 and 177.—On mineral oils 
coming under Tariff Nos. 176 and 177 the con- 
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sumption tax of 15 kronen per 100 kilogs is, 
still payable on oils not exceeding in density 
880 deg. at a temperature of 15 deg. C. 


ex 178 Half-refined, heavy, of which the gravity is less 
than 900 deg. . 
179 Residues from the distillation of mineral oils, not 


intended for use as lubricating oils or greases, 
except solid residues. 
Note to 204—6.—So-called sheaves binders in hanks or on reels, 


er 285 Rough rag pasteboard and strawboard. 
399 Cement. 
MerTAL WAkEs. 
425 Pig iron; old iron and steel scrap and waste for 
melting and for re-heating and rolling. 
429 Blooms and ingots. 
430 Billets of ingot iron and of puddled weld iron, slab. 
blooms, sheet billets. 
431 Iron and steel in bars or rods, hammered. rolled 
or drawn. 
432 Iron and steel sheets and plates (not including those. 
pierced, perforated, etc.). 
ex 434 Rolled iron or steel wire over 4 mm. thick, for 
wiredrawers’ use, 
458 Pipes of non-malleable cast iron including joints 
for same. 
439 Pipes of wrought iron. 


A 


Lb Rails of any section, pierced or not. 


447 Fastenings for rails; fish plates, wedges, spikes, 
bed-plates, ete. (except screws, screw bolts and 
screw-nuts), railway sleepers and chairs. 
ve 488 Lead, alloyed or not with antimony, arsenic, tin 
or zinc—raw, old, broken or in waste. 
ex 597 Calcined argillacious earth: litharge in flakes and 
pieces (silver and gold litharge) or ground in 
the form of powder; vellow and red lead. 
er 602 Copper sulphate. 
rc 6109 “War giue” (Kriegsleim). 
ee 612 Casein. | 
611-612 Paper size (“Papiernevleim”) and similar albu- 
and 614 minous materials or similar adhesive and 
binding materials, animal glue, also resin sub.- 
stitutes made with the addition of dextrine, 
starch, mineral materials and the like, for sizeing 
| paper for paper factories, with permit. 
613 Starch (also starch flour). 
er €2? Diluting material for tanning stuffs such as 
neradol, ordoval, ete. 
‘rx 658 Waste paper. 


B.-The duty on goods of the following kinds is reduced til 
further notice to the rates given below: 


7 Figs, dried, strung or in other packing for the 
manufacture of coffee substitutes. with permit 

100 kilogs 2 kr. 

124 Coffee substitutes (also chicory, roasted) 365 kr. 
130—131 Jams 12 kr. 


[NotE.—The existing supplementary duty 
of 8 kronen per 100 kilogs remains in force.) 


GERMANY. 





PROHIBITION OF EXPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN GLASSWARES, SCIENTIFIC 


INSTRUMENTS, ETC. 


The Commissioner for Import and Export Licences has 
issued an Order (published in the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzei- 
ger’? of 22nd November) withdrawing the authority con- 
ferred on the German Customs Authorities to allow the ex- 
portation from Germany, without licence, of the following 
articles coming under Categories X, XV, XVII, of the Ger- 
inan Custems Tariff. 


A similar measure regarding the exportation of. sheet glass 
(Tariff Nos. 741 and 743) was referred to in the notice in 
ithe ‘‘Journal’’ of 30th October, (p, 544). 

Taritf No. 
From Catrcory X. B (WooreN W.REs). 
Invalid chairs and operating chairs. 
From CaTecory XV. (Guass ann Grass WARES). 
752 tough and rough moulded optical glass, even if 
| ground here and there for testing the clearness. 


Cz: 633 


753 Crude glass in balls and segments, for the manu 
facture of watch and clock or spectacle glasses, 
whether cut or coloured or not. 

755 Spectacle glasses and other eye-glasses, and glasses 
for stereoscopes, coloured or not, not ground nor 
mounted. 

ex 755 Spectacle glasses, ground, and other ground eye 


glasses. whether prepared for immediate use (a8 
lorgnettes) or not; burning glasses; magnifying 
glasses; ground glasses for stereoscopes—@ 
these coloured or not, not mounted. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. —continued. 
re Tarift Ne. revenue. The following notice gives particulars ot these 
7 75/ Spectacles (including spectacles with rock-crystal Decrees in so tar aS the taxes are of direct application to 
less. . glasses, eye-protecting spectacles combined with imported goods. In addition, there are various other taxes 
class or mica) and other mounted eye-glasses ; which have an indirect bearing on imported goods, such as. 
not mounted burning-glasses; mounted magnilying the stamp tax on retail sales—10 per cent. of sale price in 
Ases,. _ glasses. the case of “luxury” goods, and 2 per cent. in the case of. 
lelescopes-spy-glasses, field glasses, etc., opera other goods. 
eels glasses. . i caenepalibabieilinamesanie 
Other ground and mounted optical glass (telescopic ee seed . a een 
object glasses) ; stereoscopes ; ground unmounted STAMP TAX ON WINES, LIQUEULS 
lenses, even if coloured, for optical purposes; | AND MINERAL WATERS. 
icroscopes. : ase ‘ ) 
for: viahuanenile lenses, ground, mounted or not Under Decree No. 2177, dated 24th November, 19; im 
| mounted, even if coloured; photographic object conjunction with a Royal Decree of 24th November, eee a. 
glasses, photographic apparatus (cameras, etc.). stamp tax becomes payable, as trom lst December, on bottles. 
Slab. 765 Teeth of enamel or of moulding materials noi else- or other receptacles containing champagne and other spark- 
where mentioned in the Tariff (cement, or the ling wines, marsala wine, vermouth, and liqueurs (even if 
ed like), even combined with small pins or tubes of the latter have an alcohol content of less than 21 per cent. 
platinum; also sets of such teeth (so far as they by volume), whether Italian or foreign, when such recep- 
hose: do not come under other Tariff Nos. by reason of | —_ tacles are closed and provided with a label, capsule, or other 
__ their combination with other materials). _ | mark. The tax is leviable by means of stamped labels to be 
for: et 167 Thermometers of glass, even in combination with | affixed to the stopper or capsule, and is to be at the tollow- 
materials of any kind; apparatus and instru- | ing rates :-- 
ints ments of glass (including glass tubes), even com- | Rese ot Tom 
: bined with all sorte of material. ee | For a sale price per bottle, etc.. up to 5 Lire 5 ceitesimi. 
KF ROM ¢ ATEGORY XVII. A (Iron ann AtLLoys THEREOF). For a sale price over 5 up to 10 Lire. Fach — 9 
ool age aaneine. VHT oY ‘s V ARES For a sale price over 10 up to 20 Lire. Fach w~@ 1 Live 
Kes, hag nn mae Pe _ hit gg, f For a sale price over 20 up to 25 Lire. Each S2 1b 
and 891 Pneumatic bells; electrical machines ; models ot For a sale price over 25 up to 30 Lire. Each SE 9 
machinery and ships of common metals or alloys For a sale price over 30 up to 36:Lire.. Back 2° mM 
tin wine ek ——— k _— Fog — | For a sale price over 35 up to 40 Lire. Each = - @ 
ane anism without cloc work ; 0 _ mec aime | For a sale price over 40 up to 50 Lire. Each &2 4 iC, 
except control apparatus) and automatic For a sale price over 50 Lire ............ ..Each © ° 6, 
and measuring and registering devices without —_ | (The sale prices quoted above are those for a one-litre 
am work ; hydrometrical a — Ogs, bottle or similar receptacle.) 
—— — ro eee yar ls | In virtue of Decree No, 2163, a similar stamp tax is te 
automatic balances and automatic registering become payable on bottles or other receptacles containing 
idl Sides ame tee iam Mien ie. teh exe ania natural and artificial mineral waters (whether Italian or 
; . ‘ ‘ ° vat N° . — ») , °c 
, aties ‘Sarit Sen. ter reason of theie combination foreign), as from Ist January, 1920. Mineral waters used 
ad with etlee snhuitie | exclusively under medical prescription and in definite doses. 
w% Cases of mathematical instruments, drawing pens; | (such as semi-purgatives, bromo-iodurates, arsenical mineral 
ne. music pens, pantographs, dividers, protractors ; waters, ete.) are exempt from the tax. 
ing mathematical instruments;  planimeters, —1n- 
tevraiors al] these, so far as they do not come 
under other Tariff Nos. by reason of their com- CONSUMPTION DUTY ON CERTAIN 
as ge an ae as | LUXURY TISSUES AND GLOVES. 
tes asuring instr nts, e.g. ylariscopes, . : ; 
a py. pee te “iaesenee oe Under Decree No, 2165 of 24th November a consumption: 
other astronomical, surveying, nautical, duty is provided for on luxury tissues and gloves. The tax. 
aT geophysical and meteorological instruments— is to become leviable at a date to be established by Decree 
all these, so far as they do not come under | of the Ministry of Finance, and is to apply to the following, 
- other Tariff Nos. by reason of their combina- articles at the rates shown :— 
vit tion with other materials. Rate of duty. 
re. Surgical instruments—so far as they do not come Articles. | Lire per metre. 
cr, under other Tariff Nos. by reason of their com- l. Silk fabrics of all kinds, and tissues containing 
cP, p bination with other materials. _ | more than 50 per cent. of silk .............. 2 
ty por igo balances; instruments for meteorology 2. Silk hosiery and knitted goods in the piece, silk 
—X, 3. relets, and hosiery,” knitted "goods and 
Phwsicel 4 vo nol ag age soe: logy velvets containing more than 450 per cent. 
ysical apparatus for use in teaching. “wee 
: SD: i cisiieichseiainistinrdiciansieiamiensnn 4 
| 3. Fabrics of all kinds containing silk in a propor- 
ITALY. | tion of not more than 50 per cent. ......... 
| 4 Hosiery and knitted goods in the piece, and 
IMPORTATION OF ELECTRIC LAMPS. velvets, containing silk in a proportion o1 
” | | not more than 50 per cent. ........ seeeeeeeeeces 2 
- With reference to the notice published in the ‘‘ Board of | 5, Lace, tulles and crepe of silk, or containing silk ; 
% Trade Journal,’ on 14th August (p. 246), respecting the | LR AMY PFOPOTCIOM = ....ccceccccccsceccesees seteceees 5) 
‘ teervation to the State of the right to import various centesimi per metre.. 
articles (including electric incandescent lamps) into Italy, €. Galoons, ribbons, braids, fringes, and other 
é His Majesty’s Commercial Counsellor at Rome reports that ornamentations and passementerie, and em- 
g the importation of electric lamps is now unrestricted. The | broidered bands, of silk, or containing silk 
Decree regulating the payment and collection of a tax of | i I a dannnnnnncaeeserinnmnannecesse’ 
25 per cent. on the value of the lamps, of which a notice was | 7. Lace and embroidered bands, of cotton, linen, 

s published in the ‘‘Journal’ on 25th September (p. 395), | | ere soadiadhel REE CES LEN 5 
n still remains in force. For the purpose of assessing the | Lire per pair. 
amount of this tax, it is provided by a Royal Decree of s. Footwear and gloves of silk or containing silk 
dist October, published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’ on i IIR, sci. nsanaianneitiiandntnaunnnsitins 

l4th November, that the value of the lamps shall in no case 9. Ladies’ leather gloves, long (covering the arm) 3 
be considered less than as follows: — WE mee HI PIII ossnvcerictciecieccsccrccenesessseces. 14 
f lire each. il. Cotton, linen or woollen gloves ...............6 005. l 
. Carbon filament lamps... ... eee see se 1-60 (Fabrics, hosiery, knitted goods, velvets and lace and 
. Metallic filament lamps : — tulles, in the piece, if more than 1-30 metres wide, are to- 
Up to 60 candle power _... oP oes _ 3 be taxed at the rate of 2 metres for every metre of length.) 
From 65 to 250 candle power... see ee 6 In the case of imported goods, this consumption duty is 
More than 250 up to 900 candle power ... ba 16 to be levied at the same time as the import duty. The- 
1,000 candle power or more vee es .. 24 consignee or his representative must, in the Customs declara- 
a tion, indicate the quantity subject to consumption duty, 
STAMP TAXES; CONSUMPTION TAXES; either in metres or in pairs, as the case may be. 
‘ STATISTICAL DUTY, ETC. Be. 5 : : . 
The “Gazzetta Ufficiale’ for 26th November contains a MANUFACTURING TAX ON BEER. 
series of Royal Decrees relating to the increase or imposition Under the same Decree (No. 2165) the manufacturing tax: 
various taxes in order to supplement Italian State on beer is increased to 3 lire per hectolitre and per degree 
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oi strength (measured on the centesimal saccharometer at cati : rea i Ter TMiciale ? : 
174 ri ty This increased tax was to come into force the ice Boman manne te: the “Saneette itciake,” ig 
eee ; + 4 er. 
oe nee the oe of the Decree in the ‘‘Gazzetta , 
ifficiale,’’ i.e., on 27th November. ‘ERTTIPICATERS AR TAIN PROATIRT 
|Beer imported into Italy is subject to a surtax counter. CERTIE IC ATES OF OR IGIN REQUIRED \g) 
vailing the manufacturing tax, in addition to the import FOR BRITISH GOODS. n) 
duiy.) tn connection with the notice under the above headiy 
which appeared at page 605 of the issue of this ‘‘Journal” 
STATISTICAL TAX for 13th November, H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome 
; ; ret o> | reports that Certificates of Origin are accepted if issued hy 
Under the same Decree (No, 2165) the Statistical Tax on British Chambers of Commerce, by British municipal autho;j. Wy 
goods imported into Italy or exported therefrom, with the ties, or by the Customs authorities in this country, 
exception of goods passing in transit through Italy, and of H.M. Commercial Counsellor confrms the information The 
goods admitted to warehouse and then re-exported, is in- given in the above-mentioned notice that the certificates q mbite 
creased trom 10 to 20 centesimi per unit. The unit on which need not be legalised (visé) by Italian Consular officers jy despat 
duty is based is as follows :— this countrv. at the 
(a) Per ton — rt on goods coming under the fol- ae 
owing numbers of the Italian Customs Tariff :— ay 
3a Wine in casks or barrels. SALVADOR. (500 
7b Olive oil. eoqriesind expor 
S7t (1) Impure tannic acid. PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. permi 
a ee po The import duties in the Customs Tariff of Salvador are to 
48 ae dink nck: ants. expressed in gold dollars. but are actually paid in local oes 
52c (1) Crude nitrate of soda. currency at a fixed official rate of exchange. This rate was Centr 
54h Sulphate of copper. formerly 2°80 pesos for each dollar, In the last Salvadorean ‘his 4 
54i Sulphate of soda. Budget Law, however, the rate was taken as 2-50 pesos per The 
57 Silicates of potassium and of sodium. dollar. As a result, however, of the reorganisation of the , 
128 Umber earth, natural. Salvadorean monetary system (see p. 627 of the ‘‘Board of an 
229a (1) and Trade Journal’’ for 20th November), under which 2 pesos or “ 
229a (2) Common wood, rough, rough hewn, colones have been fixed as the equivalent of the United i 
| ‘squared or sawn in the length. States gold dollar, some modification became necessary in the 
my _ ag the method of payment of Customs duty. — > id 
939 Stavee f —e A Decree was published in the “Diario Oficial” of Salvador Schec 
234 Roots. for oe ol for 19th September, which provides that the specific duties "sara 
270 Rit caine in the import Tariff are to be increased by 25 per cent. and of C 
71 Mota] refining dross. the resulting duties paid at the rate of 2 pesos or colones per wrt 
272 Iron and steel scrap and filings dollar instead of the 2°80 pesos per dollar formerly collected, * 
WT3a Cast iron in pigs. or the 2°50 pesos per dollar provided for in the Budget Law. of Es 
274 Iron blooms and steel ingots. —— inter 
275a Rod and bar iron or steel. De é 
275c (1) Iron and steel sheets, 4 mm. thick or more. JUGO-SLAVIA. ~~ 
535—337 Marble and alabaster, unwrought or 
wrought. REGULATIONS AFFECTING EXPORTS. 
338 Building stones. . — 
339a Millstones. The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign : 
340 Lime. Office, translation of a Decree of the Council of Ministers oi 
341 Cement. the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, published \ 
JA2 Unenumeraied stones. earths and minerals. in the “Official Gazette’’ on 9th November (and in force from el 
344 Solid bitumen. that date}, establishing revised regulations affecting the ie 
345 Graphite. exportation of goods from the Kingdom, The Decree super- = 
nae Coal and coke. sedes all regulations previously issued concerning exports. ie 
A pnt a The following articles may be exported from the Kingtm @ |, 
360 ence bottles tel in any quantity and without payment of export duty _— “e 
364 Cuiiet. amis Fresh, dried, and pickled vegetables; fresh and dried mush- ie 
392 Te eR rooms ; ground cayenne pepper (paprika) ; garlic ; seed onions; si 
408 OS eaie es fruit of all kinds, fresh or dried; dried maraschas a ~ 
409 Hay. — pte in - — oH el oan’ _ nn fruit or 
Ime vated « ' ' stitutes ; laurel leaves an ries ; ‘meal ; 1 
Se _ eemmmersted magable product fins! epiumy cocoons eat and pig bai and rises; ie | 
(b) Per head of live stock coming under Tariff Nos. 411-421 and salted Seh ; pesado ‘ gt teh Pog . 
(horses and cattle, sheep, goats, pigs). plants; pyrethum chrysanthemum, fresh or groun ; su th of 
(c) Per vehicle coming under Tariff Nos. 327-330 (Carts maraschino ; cognac ; slivovitza (plum brandy ); komovitza tor 
carriages, motor-cars, motor-cycles and other cycles) (brandy distilled from the grape refuse left in the wine —— 1 
{d) Per ton in the case of empty sacks, botties, barrels, “onal ae pvc as. cues adie ae . Tar 
s ! - a. eer, and oll; preserv , t, vege sim 
e) wg re “yn a sce ge mage “ hermeticaliy sealed receptacles; magnesite ; lime ; —a whi 
other goods. pyrites; antimony metal and antimony oxide ; bauxite, crude ‘i 
T ee or refined; sodium sulphate; carbide of calcium ; per-ferro- “we 
he following goods are exempt from the Statistical Tax: manganate; tartar; glue; glaze; fusel oils, unpurified; . 
(a) Goods exempt from duty under Articles 7-10 of the carpets ; lace and embroideries of all kinds ; feathers ; cordage; P 
Preliminary Dispositions of the Tariff, etc. hats of straw or otherwise knitted; products made from at 
b) Damaged foreign goods which at the request of the animals’ intestines ; straw knittings ; wickerwork of al] kinds, “8 
importer are destroyed at the importers’ expense grids and sieves ; wooden toothpicks ; wooden soles and heels ; he 
under Customs control. wooden walking sticks; wheelwrights’ products; wooden pen- the 
c) Goods despatched in coasting trade or otherwise and holders; kitchen utensils of wood; products made of horn; Ta 
returning to Italy thereafter. books; printed matter; pictures; goods made of stone; mill- 831 
(d) Goods salved from shipwrecks or disembarked on stones; stones for sharpening, hollow-grinding and polishing Ba 
account of force majeure, if not entering Italv for cutlery; fine pottery products; wrought iron nails; mm be 
consumption. : : sheets ; lead ; black copper. y ; mé 
ie) Goods simply transhipped in Italian ports. The following goods may be exported in any quantity on 
‘f) Exported sulphur (crude, refined and flowers of sulphur). payment of the export duty specified in the Schedule annexed ot 
g) Postal parcels. to the Decree : — an 
‘h) Goods admitted to temporary importation or exportation. lamb and kid skins; ta 
(i) Boats and other craft (Tariff No. 333). skins of wild animals; (h 
{}) Consignments of goods, the totai weight of which does timber for building purposes. | pe 
_ not exceed 20 kilogrammes gross weight. The following goods may be exported up to the amounts 
k) All goods which, according to the Customs regulations specified and on payment of the export duty specified in the 0. 
in force, are released for delivery without any Cus- Schedule annexed to the Decree: — Soa 
The ied eae wen ale - (a) Wheat and wheat. flour—up to 80000 tons ; fr 
a | ard Statistical Duty which can be (b) Maize, maize flour and semolina—up to 120,000 tons ; 5 
levied is 20 centesimi. . ; (c) Haricot beans, peas, lentils—up to 150,000 tons; 
The above provisions relating to the Statistical Tax were (d) Hay, straw and lucerne—up to 20,000 tons (provisional 
to come into force on the day following the date of the limit) ; 
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ie) Hemp and flax—-up to 2,000 tons (provisional limit) ; 

(f) Cattle—up to 20,000 head. (Milch cows, cows for breeding 
purposes, heifers and calves are exempted.) Any quan- 
ities of fresh or prepared beef exported are to be set 
ult againsi the 20,000 head of cattle allowed to be ex- 
ported, specified weights of meat being regarded as the 
equivalent to one animal ; 

ig) (oats and sheep (together)—up to 30,000 head ; 

in) Pigs, live or slaughtered—up to 25,000 head. Any quan- 
titiesof fresh or preserved pork, bacon or lard exported 
are to be set off against the 25,000 head allowed to be 
exported, specified weights of such products being re- 
garded as the equivalent of one animal ; 

i) Horses for slaughtering purposes—up to 2,000 head (pro- 
visional limit). 

The export of all other articles not specified above is pro- 
hibited; but special provision is made for goods already 
despatched for export, and the export of which was licensed, 
at the date of publication of the Decree, and tor raw 
materials if imported in order to be re-exported in a manu- 
factured condition. 

Goods the export of which is permitted may in principle be 
exported only against payment in good currency. By special 
permits, such articles may be exported by way of exchange 
for other goods; for that purpose the exporter is bound to 
procure a certificate from the Centrale de Devizes that good 
currency has been obtained. (A notice regarding this 
Centrale de Devizes was published at p. 656 of the issue of 
this ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 27th November.) 

The export duty is to be levied in silver dinars or in 
kronen respectively and according to the rate of exchange 
fixed by the Minister of Finance every ten days. 

The export duty rates set out in the Schedule annexed to 
the Decree were to come into force on the date of publication 
(i.e., 9th November), and to remain in operation until 31st 
December, 1919. Amendments in, and additions to, the 
Schedule may be made by the Council of Ministers + the 
instance of a Special Commission attached to the Ministry 
of Commerce, which Commission is to submit proposals for 
amendments and additions every two months, 

A complete translation of the Decree, and of the Schedule 
of Export Duties attached thereto, may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


SPAIN. 


REDUCTION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
MINERAL OILS. 

A Spanish Royal Order, dated 30th November, was 
published in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” on Ist December, 
reducing the Customs duties payable on mineral oils, and 
preduets thereof, on importation into Spain. 

in the preamble to the Order it is explained that this 
reduction is made in view of the growing requirements of 
Spanish agriculture, industry. and transport, of the in- 
creasing use of internal-combustion engines, and of the 
great scarcity of mineral fuel. The reduction of duty will 
probably have a great effect on the use of oil fuel on ships 
and railway locomotives, as well as for motor tractors, Diesel 
engines, ete. 

A translation of the Order is given below. The provisions 
of the Tariff numbers quoted in the Order are also given 
for convenience of reference :— 

1. Products comprised in No. 20 of the existing Customs 
Tariff, such as crude and natural heavy oils, fuel oil, and 
similar oils, with a density greater than 0-925 at 15 deg. U., 
which are regarded as liquid fuel for direct use in internal 
combustion engines, and also preparations directly derived 
from such oils which partake of the same character, shall 
pay a duty of 35 cts. per 100 kilogs. 

2. Petroleum and mineral oils which leave, on distillation 
at 800 deg. C. (a) more than 80 per cent. of residues; (b) 
from 20 per cent, to 80 per cent. of residues; and (c) less 
than 20 per cent. of residues (Nos. 22, 23 and 24 of the 
Tariff), shall pay a duty of 5 pesetas per 100 kilogs. The 
same duty shall be paid on natural products to which 
gasoline or volatile oils. distilling up to 150 deg. C., have 
been added, and on mixtures of the said light oils with 
mazout or the heavy products included in Tariff No. 22. 

3. Oleonaphthas, mineral lubricating oils, vaselines, and 

other products included under No. 25 of the existing Tariff, 
and also residues from the distillation of petroleum con- 
taining from 10 per cent. to 30 per cent. of sulphuric tar 
(heretofore included in Tariff No. 22), shall pay a duty of 17 
pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
_ 4. Dark-coloured petroleum with a density greater than 
1915, containing more than 12 per cent, of sulphuric tar 
and with flash point below 100 deg., or natural products 
(rom continued normal distillation, shall pay a duty of 
00 cts. per 100 kilogs, 
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o. The duty on gasvline and benzine (petrol) derived trom 
petroleum is fixed at 10 pesetas per 1UU kilogs. 

6. The present provisions do not affect the rates of duty 
on the articles comprised in Tariff Nos. 19, 21, and 26. 

‘. The Administration shall adopt the necessary measures 
for the determinination and definition of the products 
referred to in the present Order, clearing up any doubts 
which may arise. For this purpose samples must be sub- 
mitted to the Centra! Direction for analysis in accordance 
with the regulations laid down in the Tariff (Note 3 to 
Group III, Class I). 

8. The duties laid down by the present Order shall be 
enforced as follows :— 

(a) On fuel oil and the crude natural products included 
in par. 4 above—as from the date of publication 
of the present Order in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” 
(i.e,, lst December). 

(b) On all other products—as from Ist February, 1920. 

(c) Consignments despatched, with direct bill of lading 
for Spanish ports, before the publication of the 
present Royal Order in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid,” 
and which arrive before the lst February next, 
may be placed in bond in accordance with Arts, 
4 to ¢ and 207 et seq. ot the Customs Regula- 
tions, the necessary security being given in 
accordance with the provisions of the Royal Order 
of 25th May, 1892. 

Note.—The Tariff Nos. quoted above are as follows :— 

Rate oi duty. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
19 Tar and pitch of petroleum which contains 
more than 70 per cent. of sulphuric tar, and 
other tars and mineral pitches, unrefined 


creosote, asphaits, bitumens and schists ... 20 ct. 
20 Residues of petroleum, called also tar, asphalts 
and pitch of petroleum, containing from 30 to 
10 per cent. of sulphuric tar ..................... 12 pesetas 


21 ‘Tarred cardboard, felts and tissues, sanded or 
TIN» ‘viceshikcsccshuihaad  sasasinich iciicbindapeicibacnseanleibcstiligiarscachlnaaiaiindaas 
Petroleum and mineral oils which leave, on 
distillation at 300 deg. C. residues to the 
amount of— 
22 More than 80 per cent; also residues from ' 
the distillation of petroleum which con- 
tain from 10 to 30 per cent. of sulphuric 


I i cassia inten ac iad la aia a a? 
25 From 20 to 80 per cent. inclusive ............ 25 ss 
24 BOR GRE BD DOE COMIN, vcccscencsccsescecesscess: ae 


<5 Qleonaphthas, mineral lubricating oils, vase- 
line, and mixtures of these products with 
animal or vegetable oils and fats ............... 40 ,, 
25 Coal tar benzine and other similar products... 50 ,, 
27 Gasoline and benzine (petrol) from petroleum 30 





EXPORTS OF HIDES, LEATHER, FOOT- 
WEAR, ETC. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid”? for 9th November contains a 
Royal Order, dated Sth November, respecting the leather 
and boot and shoe industries in Spain. The Order renders 
permanent the Committee establishel by the Royal Order 
of 18th September, to study and report on the best methods 
of ensuring an adequate supply of leather and boots ind 
shves at reasonable prices, and on the question of the export 
of the surplus production of such goods after satisfying 
Spanish needs. 

Under the present Order the Committee is required to take 
various measures; with a view to the placing on the Spaaish 
market of at least 2,000 pairs, daily, of standard boots end 
shoes at prices specified in a Schedule to the Order (which 
schedule may be revised after three months). 

In order to indemnify sellers of the standard boots, and 
to pay the expenses ot the Committee, a fee (canon) is to 
be charged on the export of hides, skins, leather, boots and 
shoes, and leather machine belting. The amount of this 
fee, which is to be fixed by the Committee for three-monthly 
periods, is not to exceed the scale specified in the Order. 

The exportation of standard boots and shoes is absolutely 
prohibted, 


a I cs — 


EXPORTS OF OLIVE OIL. 

Under a Spanish Royal Order of 10th January last, 
the quantity of olive oil which might be exported from Spain 
during 1919 was fixed at 90,000 metric tons (see the notice 
at page 152 of the “Journal” for 30th January last). 
By the beginning of July, this quantity had been exported, 
and the issue of further export licences was accordingly sus- 
pended. setts 

At the end of October, a Royal Order was published invit- 
ing holders of stocks of olive oil to offer deposits of oil, for 
sale on the Spanish market at the fixed price, on the under- 
standing that, if the amounts offered for disposal were 
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found to be sufhcient to supply Spanish requirements unc 
the next crop becomes available (in about 2 months), quan- 
tities would be allowed to be exported equal to the quantities 
deposited. As the result of this measure, a Royal Order 
has now been issued (No. 16U, dated 18th November) in 
virtue ot which export licences are to be issued, to those who 
have sent in offers of deposit, to the extent of 20,307,514 
kilogs ot olive oil. These exports licences, when issued, are 
to be valid until 15th March, 1920, for consignments packed 
in hogsheads and until Ist May, 1920, for consignments 
packed in tins bearing printed Spanish marks 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 
SPAIN. 


PROPOSALS RESPECTING 
REVISED TAXES. 

The necessity for increasing the State revenues in Spain 
has resulted in the presentation to the Cortes by the Spanish 
Government of a Bill for the modification of various pro- 
visions of the existing laws respecting taxation, and for the 
creation of certain new taxes (viz., a tax on new fortunes 
and on the sale price of manuiactured goods). The text of 
the Bill is printed in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” tor 26th 
November. 

The following notice gives an indication of the scope and 
nature of some of these proposals. Others relate to income 
tax., etc. (Articles 1 to 8), industrial and commercial taxes 
(Article 9), estate duties and taxes on the transfer ot 
property (Article 10), proposed new tax on titles (Article 
11), transport tax (Articles 12 and 20), postal and other 
stamp taxes, including those on imported medicines, minera] 
waters, etc. (Article 21), and a proposed new tax on 1n- 
creases in fortunes since Ist January, 1916 (Articles 30-36). 
The complete text of the Bill (in Spanish) may be seen by 
persons interested, on application, at the Enquiry Room et 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C.2. ; 

Prorosep MopiFicaTion OF THE TRANSPORT Tax (ARTICLE 12), 

It is proposed that the transport tax (impuesto del transportes) 
which is collected by Customs Houses on goods imported and 
exported and conveyed coastwise, as well as in respect of travellers 
entering Spain, shall be amended, and levied in accordance with 
the Schedule , ~ntained in the Bill. 

The Schedule has been drawn up with a view to facilitating the 
importation of raw material required for Spanish industry and 
the exportation of Spanish products. The exemption from this 
tax which is at present enjoyed by certain classes of goods is to 
be cancelled, except in the special cases covered by Article 18 
of the Spanish Shipping Law of the 14th June, 1909. In the 
Canaries, the Transport tax is to be levied at halt the rates 
applicable in Spain and the Balearic Islands; and the ultimate 
application of similar rates in Spanish North African Ports is 
foreshadowed. 

Tax on ALCOHOL AND Beer (ARTicLEs 138 To 19). 

It is proposed to increase the manufacturing taxes on alcohols 

and spirits to the following rates: 








NEW OR 


Pesetas per heeto 

litre of liquid. 
Spirits and alcohol, of wine (i.e. those obtained 
from wine, wine lees and other residues from the 
manufacture of wine; those obtained from cider ; 
and spirits prepared by direct distillation of honey 
and molasses of sugar cane, not exceeding 75 deg. 


(centesimal) in special factories) ..................06 10 
Other apirits and alcohols ...............2.6.00.00.000-04.. 100 
dics ican a hioncrugbekiiaubneeieneaannkde 20 


A new scale is given of the taxes (patentes) to be paid by fac- 
tories for making compound spirits and liqaeurs. 

Imported products of these kinds (which, under the terms of 
the Customs Tariff have to pay the alcohol tax as well as the 
import duty) are to pay the tax at the rate of 70 centimos for 
each litre of alcohol which they contain. In the case of compound 
spirits and liqueurs imported from abroad in bottles or flasks, 
it is provided that special stamps shall be affixed of equal value to 
those affixed to Spanish products. 

The internal tax on native and foreign beer (established by the 
Law of 2nd March 1917) is, it is proposed, to be increased to 10 
pesetas per hectolitre of liquid. 

TonnAGE Tax (ARTICLE 22). 

Under Article 1 of the Spanish Shipping Law of the 14th June, 
1909. Spanish and foreign steamships, whether passenger or 
cargo vessels, engaged in high seas navigation and proceeding from 
foreign ports of Europe, or from the Mediterranean ports of 
Asia or Africa, or bound for those ports, pay, at the first Spanish 
or Balearic port at which trading is carried on, a tax of 75 cen- 
timos per net register ton. The tax is reduced to 50 centimos 
a ton in cases where the business transacted does not exceed one 
half of the net register tonnage—this reduced duty being, how- 
ever, increased to the 75 centimos rate if further business is 
transacted at other Spanish ports bringing the total up to the 
half of the tonnage. Vessels may compound the tax for one 
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year by paying 2 pesetas per net register ton, Instead of payin 
it each time it becomes due. Vessels loading fresh fruits e& 
clusively were exempt from the tax. 

It is now proposed that this tonnage tax should be double 
In cases where vessels have compounded, the increased tax , 
not to come into operation until the 12 months’ period covery 
by the compounding payment has expired. 

ManuFacturRIng Tax oN CHICORY (ARTICLE 23). 

It is proposed to increase to 200 pesetas per 100 kilogramma 
the tax of 100 pesetas per 100 kilogs. at present imposed on th 
manufacture in Spain and the Balearic Islands of roasted ayj 
ground chicory and other substitutes for coffee or tea. 

[Imported products do not appear to be subject io thi 
manutacturing tax.] 

Provosep Revision or Tosacco Monovo.y Contract, 

Articles 24 to 29 of the Bull contain provisions to authorise th 
Ministry of Finance to conclude a new contract, to remain in forg 
until the end of 1942, regarding the tobacco monopoly. This ney 
contract is to embody certain modifications (as specified) in the 
existing contract (of 1900, amended in 1909)—among others, , 
clause authorising the Minister of Finance, when he deems } 
desirabie, to exclude Spanish North African Colonies from the 
Monopoly. 

TAX ON SALE PRICE OF MANUFACTURED GooDs. 

Articles 37 to 54 contain provisions for the levy of a new tay 
on the sale price of manufactured goods. In general this tax jg 
to be 2 per cent. on the sale price; but in the case of “articles 
of luxury ” it is to be 4 per cent. 

On account of practical difficulties, It is not proposed to leyy 
this tax in retail trade, but at the time when, the manufacturing 
processes complete, goods enter into cominerce. In the case ¢ 
imported goods, it is proposed to levy the tax when they are sem 
from the frontier to the consignees—this is considered preferable 
to levying the tax in the Custom houses. <A translation of 
extracts from the section of the Bill dealing with this tax js 
civen below :— : 

ARTICLE 37.—A tax of 2 per cent. is established on the sale 
price of manufactured or “transformed ™ goods. In the case o 
“articles of luxury ” the tax shall be levied at double this rate. 

ARTICLE 38.—The following are exempted from the payment 
of this tax :—Articles which are directly exported: articles 
which are prime necessaries of life; also books, periodicals, 
reviews, printing paper, and scientific material of all kinds, 

A list of such articles and of articles to be regarded as 
“articles of luxury ~ shall be drawn up, within two months 
from the publication of this law, by the Protective Commission 
of National Production, which shall submit the same for ap- 
proval to the Ministry of Finance. . 

ArticLE 44.—-\s regards imported goods subject to the tax 
established by this law, the tax shall become due when the goods 
have left the Customs Offices and the corresponding Customs 
duties have been paid. : 

_ For the purpose of the levy of this duty the consignees or 
importers on presenting the declarations referred to in Article 81 
of the Customs Ordinances shall attach thereto a statement in 
as many copies as there are consignees of the declared goods not 
resident ‘in the same province of Spain; in each such siatement 
shall be specified the particulars from the declaration corre. 
sponding to the articles imported for such consignees (of which 
particulars are also required in the declarations). and there must 
also be stated the Official valuation assigned to such goods in 
the Schedule ot Customs Valuations in force. 7 
_ The Customs Administrators shall certify in the declarations 
iu these statements are in conformity therewith, noting any 
differences which may occur between the declaration made and 
the result of Customs clearance, and noting also the value if 
the tariff No. applicable was not the same as that given in 
the declaration; when the documents have been so dealt with 
thev shall be sent, duly certified, to the Finance Officer for the 
town in which the consignee of the goods resides. In the 
Finance Offices. in view of this declaration, the documents in 
connection with the payment of the duty established by this 
law shall be drawn up on the basis.of the prices according to 
the official valuations. 

J — 45.—Wholesale purchasers of semi-manufactured 
~panish goods destined for further manufacturing processes shall 
be exempt from payment of the duty. : 

Similarly, imported semi-manufactured goods which are the 
“wes materials for Spanish manufacture are exempt from the 
ax, 





NOTICE. 


The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (644. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
inys, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
conmunications showld he addressed to ‘‘The Editor,” 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all commum- 
calions concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
V.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). | 
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Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—Rritish firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings’’ by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
sountry. ok 

In cuses of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions un 
irading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Uverseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Gld Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to its 
overseas Officers except where otherwise stated. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 
FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Depariment of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun- 
tries. and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Corre- 
spondents in the Empire. a . . | 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects ot 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it 1s 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following : 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad: general conditions prevailing in overseas markets ; 
demand for particular articles abroaa; nature and extent ot 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribu- 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad: firms at home engaged in particular lines of business ; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms; Fereign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations; statistics of Import or Export; forms of Certificates 
of Origin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices, etc. ; shipping and transport, etc., ete. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 


{‘ourt. London, E.C.2 
METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 


The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first stance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street. Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department. and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make all neces: 
sarv enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is required ; 
(2) The precise kind of goods; and 
(5) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought, 
iv following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible, applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

HOSE AND SINGLETS.—<A manufacturers’ agent in Sydney 
desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cotton and mercerised cotton hose, women’s artificial silk ankle 
hose. women’s cotton and woollen and cotton singlets and boys’ 
knitted woollen colf hose, with a view to undertaking their 
representation. (Reference No. 1179.) 

Renlies should be addressed to the Department of 
Trade. 

ENOUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
Hich Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London. W.C.2, whence further information may he obtained :— 

INSTRUMENTS. CHEMISTS’ AND PDRUGGISTS’ SUP- 
PITFS HOSPITAL DRESSINGS, ETC.—A general manager of 

















Overseas 


a Brisbane house, dealing in surgical and dental instruments. | 











OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —contsnued. 





chemists’ and druggists’ sundries, hospital aressings and micro 
scopes, desires to get into touch with British manutacturers. 

| Notr.—Karly replies are desired, and these should be sent direct 
to the Official Secreiary, Commonwealth of Australia Commercial 
Information Bureau. at the above address, quoting Reference 


Number 58/7/44. | 


BRITISH INDIA. 

AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED.—A _ warrant . ofticer, 
demobilising shortly, after 25 years’ army service, intends to 
commence an import. export and commission agency business 
in India, and desires to communicate with United Kingdom firms 
who are debarred from sending representatives to that country 
ut present owing to shipping difficulties. (Reference No. 1180.) 

PATENT TEA CHESTS, JUTE MILL SPECIALITIES, ETC. 
—H.M. Senior Trade’ Commissioner in India reports that a well- 
known firm in Calcutta, with branches in Assam, and Chittagong, 
who are in close touch with the tea industry in Northern India, 
and claim to have a forty years’ connection with the tea 
gardens and Calcutta jute mills, are desirous of accepting sole 
agencies for patent tea chests, post hole borers or earth augers 
and jute mill specialities for the territory served through the 
poris of Calcutta and Chittagong. (Reference No. 1181.) 

BUFFALO HIDE PICKERS, AND PAINTS.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner in India reports that a Caleutta firm, in close 
connection with mills, factories, etce., desire to obtain agencies, 
to cover Bengal and the United Provinces, for United Kingdom 
suppliers of buffalo hide pickers, and paints. A partner of the 
firm is now in England to discuss likely propositions. (Reference 
No. 1182.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


CANADA. 

STATIONERY SPECIALITIES AND NOVELTIES.—A firm 
of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto desire to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers, foy the whole of Canada, for stationery 
-pecialities, pencils, pens and all novelties which are ready 
sellers, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 1185.) 

FLOORING MATERIALS AND CHURCH FIXTURES.—A 
superintendent of builders’ specialities desires to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of flooring materials and church 
fixtures, on a commission basis, for the province of Quebec. 
(Reference No. 1184.) 

DRUG SPECIALITIES, SOAP DYES, ETC.—A firm of manu- 

facturers’ agents in Toronto desire to represent United Kingdom 
inanufacturers, tor the whole of Canada, for drug specialities. soap 
dyes, talcum, tooth pastes, salts, toilet articles, on a commission 
basis. (Reference No. 1185.) 
_ TOILET PREPARATIONS AND PATENT MEDICINES.—A 
hrm of manufacturers’ agenis in Montreal desire to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers, for the whole of Canada, for 
toilet preparations and patent medicines. on a commission, sales, 
or consignment basis. (Reference No. 1186.) 

(FROCERY SPECIALITIES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Toronto desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers. 
for the whole of Canada, for grocery specialities, chutney, pickles. 
sauces, powders, jams, and gelatine, on a commission basis. 
(Reference No. 1187.) 

HARDWARE, CUTLERY, RAZORS AND POCKET 
KNIVES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto desire 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers, for the whole of 
Canada, for hardware specialities, stainless cutlery. razors, 
pocket knives, on a commission basis. (Reference Nc. 1188.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London. 
S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address. 

BUTCHERS’ CLOTHING.—A firm of jobbers at Hamilton. 
Ontario, desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of butchers’ clothing, such as short and long white 
coats, blue luggers. ete. 

CANADIAN JAM AND CANNED GOODS REQUIRED.— 
A London import and export firm desire to secure supplies of 
Canadian jam and canned goods, and ask for names of importers 
in Great Britain with whom they could negotiate. 

NATURAL MINERAL WATER (UNITED KINGDOM 
AGENTS’ SERVICES SOUGHT).—A Canadian firm packing a 
natural mineral water desire to get into touch with an estab- 
lished firm who could act as their agents in the United Kingdom. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR SAUSAGE CASINGS.—A firm in 
the Province of Ontario who are exporters of sausage casings of 
all kinds would like to get into touch with importers in Great 
Britain. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR BUTTER.—The assistant manager 
of a Western Canada creamery company is at present. in England, 
and would like to interview London importers of butter with 
regard to the prospective market for their produce on this side. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIFS. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinchall Street, Tondon, E.C.2, whence further information 
mav be obtained :— 
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DYES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Ontario wish to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of dyes 
(particularly blues and reds for colouring inks), who are desirous 
of extending their markets to Canada. 

GALVANISED CRUCIBLE STEEL STRAND WIRE.—A 
company in Western Canada, who are jobbers and importers of 
electrical and telephone material, ask for the addresses of United 
Kingdom manufacturers who are in a position to supply gal- 
vanised crucible steel strand wire, according to specification. 

RAW MATERIALS FOR PERFUMERS.—A firm of periume 
manufacturers in Toronto wish to effect connections with manu- 
facturers of, or dealers in, raw materials for perfumers, with a 
view to purchasing supplies. | 

CORUNDUM, EMERY AND OTHER WHEELS, ABRASIVE 
CIOTHS, ETC. (UNITED KINGDOM AGENTS WANTED).— 
A Canadian company manufacturing corundum, emery and other 
wheels, also a variety of abrasive cloths and papers, is con- 
sidering the appointment of a representative each in England, 
Scotland and Ireland, and would be pleased to hear from re- 
sponsible firms possessing a first-class connection among the 
engineering, shipbuilding and similar trades. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR GAS AND GASOLINE ENGINES.— 
A Canadian company manufacturing gas and gasoline engines is 
desirous of securing an outlet for these in the United Kingdom, 
more especially for a 25 h.p. engine for general purpose farm 
use. Catalogue and other details available. 

MARKET SOUGHT FCR SPRAYING MACHINES AND 
PAINTING MACHINES.—A Canadian company manufacturing 
spraying machines of various kinds for orchards and other hort1- 
cultural purposes, also painting machines, is desirous of finding 
a market for them in the United Kingdom. L[lustrated handbook 
and other particulars obtainable at the Canadian Government 
Trade Commissioner's Office, 73, Basinghall Street, London, F.C.2. 


a 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

TOILET REQUISITES, DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, PATENT 
MEDICINES, PROPRIETARY ARTICLES, STATIONERY, 
ETC.—A Johannesburg firm of wholesale merchants are desirous 
of securing the sole distributing rights or agencies in the South 





African market of United Kingdom manutacturers of  tollet 
requisites, druggists’ sundries, patent medicines, proprietary 


articles, stationery, fancy goods, novelties, etc. +(Reierence No. 
1189.) 


Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, conditions of contract and tender 
forms in connection with a call for tenders by the Johannesburg 
Municipal Council as follows :— 

(1) HORSE SHOE BAR IRON AND NAILS.—Up to noon 
on 29th January, 1920, for the supply and delivery of horse- 
shoe bar iron and nails. (Contract No. 558.) 

(2) HYDRANTS SERVICE VALVES AND TEES.—Up to 
noon on 20th February, 1920, for the supply and delivery of 
hydrants service valves and tees. Blue prints may be obtained on 
application at Room 53, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg. (Con- 
tract No. 561.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, up to the dates 
mentioned. Tenders must be accompanied by a certified cheque 
for an amount equal to 10 per cent. of the total amount of the 
offer; maximum deposit £100. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specifications, etc., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
73, Basinghal] Street, London, E.C.2. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg has also forwarded 
extracts from the local press announcing that the Municipal 
Council of Johannesburg are calling for tenders as follows.— 

(1) PLANT.—Up to noon on 9th February, 1920, for the supply 
and delivery of plant for northern extension of refrigerating plant, 
abattoirs. Plans and documents of the plant required can be 
viewed free at Room No. 96, Top Floor, Municipal Offices, 
Johannesburg, and copies obtained at Room No. 91, on deposit of 
£2 2s. (Contract No. 952.) 

2) C. I. METER AND STOP-COCK BOXES.—Up to noon on 
13th February, 1920, for the supply and delivery of C. I. meter 
and ston-cock boxes. (Contract No. 567.) 

(5) GEAR AND PINION WHEELS.—Up to noon on 20th 
February for the supply and delivery of gear and pinion wheels. 
Contract No. 568.) 

Sealed tenders wil! be received by the Town Clerk, First: Floor. 
Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, up to the dates specified. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


FANCY GOODS, NOTIONS, DRY GOODS SPECIALITIES. 
TOYS AND GAMFS, CORSETS, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
representatives of Bridgetown, Barbados, are desirous of re- 
presenting United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers of fancy 
goods, notions and dry goods specialities corsets and materials 
therefor. gloves. leather specialities. paiwsols, umbrellas, canes, 
tovs, games, Oriental goods, etc. (Reference No. 11°0.) 

FOOD PRODUCTS AND ALLIED LINES.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ representatives of Bridgetown, Barbados. are desirous 
of representing United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers of 
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general groceries, miscellaneous special food and non-tood articles 
commonly included in grocers’ stocks, coffee, tea, confectionery, 
bakers’ supplies, sugar, syrups, flour, grain, meats and fish 
(salted or canned), produce (such as potatoes, onions, apples, etc.) 
hay and feed stuffs. (Reference No. 1191.) ; 
CROCKERY, CHINAWARE, GLASSWARE, LAMPS, ETG, 
—.A firm of manufacturers’ representatives of Bridgetown, Bar. 
bados, are desirous of representing United Kingdom manufac. 
turers and suppliers of crockery, china, glassware, lamps, lan. 
terns and illuminating glassware. (Reference No. 1192.) 
on should be addressed to the Department of Overseas. 
rade. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES, VENEZUELA. 

COTTON GOODS, SILK AND MIXED SILK GOODS.—A 
genera! commission and shipping merchant at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, desires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of 
coiton drills, prints, etc., silk and mixed silk goods, for Trinidad 
and Venezuela. (Reference No. 1193.) 

GROCERIES, SOAP, and STOUT.—A general commission and 
sipping merchant at Port of Spain, Trinidad, desires to re. 
present Umited Kingdom manufacturers of yroceries in tins and 
jars (including fish, fruits, meats and biscuits}, soap (ordinary 
in bars) and stout, for Trinidad and Venezuela. (Reference No 
1194.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Trade. 


Overseas 


CEYLON. 

BAZAAR GOODS, HARDWARE, ETC.—A Mohammedan 
merchant in Colombo wishes to act as agent, on commission, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers of hardware, cheap 
lamps, glassware, leather goods, etc., i1.e., all goods suitable for 
the bazaar, which were previously obtained from late enemy 
countries. (Reference No. 1195.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 
Trade. 


()verseas 


EGYPT. 

COTTON, LINEN AND WOOLLEN FABRICS.—A firm 
established at Alexandria, carrying on business as_ general 
merchants and commission agents and dealing more particularly 
in cotton, linen, and woollen fabrics, are anxious to enter into 
business relations with firms in the United Kingdom, either as 
direct importers for their own account or as sole agents for 
Kgypt. (Reference No. 1196.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of 
rade. 


Overseas 





EGYPT, SUDAN, ETC. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A © well-recommeded 
Egyptian firm, established at Alexandria, would be willing te 
accept agencies for Egypt, the Sudan and the Levant for British 
goods of any description. The firm are also in a position to 
export, if necessary, all kinds of Egyptian produce. (Reference 
No. 1197. 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


ea et 


FIJI ISLANDS, ETC. 
TEXTILES, CHINA AND GLASS, HARDWARE, ETC.— 
H.M. Trade Commissioner in Sydney reports that a manv- 
facturers’ agent in Suva, Fiji, who travels continually through 
the Islands of Fiji, Samoa, New Caledonia and Tonga, desires 
to represent, on commission, United Kingdom manufacturers of 
the following goods:—Prints (calico), perfumes, enamelled- 
ware, china and glass, wooden smoking pipes, galvanised iron, 
liails, etc., drugs, hardware and cutlery, pipe knives. The agent, 
who has had 10 years’ experience of this trade, states that the 
above are the principal lines of goods required, and that before 
the war the trade was largely in German hands. (Reference No. 
1198.) 
. _— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


MALTA. 


LEATHER.—A Malta firm desire to get in touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of leather. (Reference 
No. 1199.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





EUROPE, 





BELGIUM, 
WOOLLEN AND COTTON MATERIATS, ETC.—An agent 


in Brussels wishes to represent British manufacturers of woollen, 
cotton and waterproof materials, house and _ table linen, 
upholstery fabrics, sewing silks and embroidery threads. (Ref- 
erence No. 1200.) 

BELTING AND ALL LEATHFR GOODS.—An applicant at 
Liéve desires to obtain an acencv for the sale of belting and all 


leather goods. (Reference No. 1201.) 
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COTTON AND WOOLLEN MATERIALS.—An agent at Ver- 
yiers, With 25 years’ experience in the covton and woollen plece- 
voods trade, desires to represent British manufacturers of cotton 
materials and woollen goods (real and artificial), with depot, on 
commission. The appuicant has a wholesale business with five 
travellers. (Reference No, 

COFFEE, 'lbA, SUGAR, E1ivu.—aA Belgian enquirer at Antwerp 
desires to get into touch with United Kingdom firms in London 
and Liverpool, importing Colonial produce, e.g., coffee, tea, 
sugar, etc. (Reference No. 1203.) 

BISCUITS AND SUGAR CONFECTIONERY.—A Belgian 
enquirer at Brussels desires to represent United Kingdom makers 
of biscuits and sugar coniectionery, especially toffee. (Reference 


No. 1204.) 

MACHINERY.—A Belgian enquirer at Antwerp wishes to 
secure the sole agency, with a fixed allowance plus commission, 
for a United Kingdom firm manufacturing machinery, especially 
steam and other motors for river navigation, cranes, agricultural 
machinery, etc. (Reference No. 1205.) 

IRUN MONGERY.—A Belgian enquirer resident at Ath Hainaut 
is desirous of securing the agency, with depot, of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of enamelled cast-iron hollow-ware, galvanised 
hollow-ware, and also builders’ ironmongery. (Reference No. 1206.) 

INDIA-RUBBER TUBING.—A Belgian enquirer at Brussels 
desires to represent, on commission, a United Kingdom manufac- 
turer —_— tubing for Westinghouse brakes. (Reference 
No. 1207. 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

BUYERS AND AGENCIES FOR UNITED KINGDOM 
GOODS.—H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp has forwarded a 
supplementary list of Belgian firms desiring to import, or act as 
agents for, the following goods: — 

GOODS REQUIRED. 
. Sacks, all kinds, new and second-hand. 
. Cast and tempered steel for making metallic brushes. 
Dog collars, leashes, dog chains and all requisites for dogs; 
poultry fountains and feeders in galvanised iron. 
Washed wool and waste and anima! hair. 
. Tinplate and metallic foil for manufacturing metallic capsules 
and crown corks. 


Jute sacks, 
AGENCIES DESIRED. 
. Metals and tools. 
naa drug stores anid industrial oils, notably machine 
oils. 
Cotton yarns. 
Chemicals, perfumery, patent medicines. 
Woollens and worsteds. 
Colonial produce, coffee, rice, cocoa; oils and greases; 
grain and seeds; and raw materials. 
Foodstuffs generally; paper pulp; machine tools; cutlery ; 
and soap. 

British firms interested should apply for further particulars to 
the Belgian Trade and Reconstruction Section, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1, quoting Reference 
No. 117618 T. and R. 
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DENMARK§ 


ESSENTIAL OILS, DRUGS, WAXES, ARTICLES USED IN 
TECHNICAL CHEMICAL FACTORIES, ETC.—A trained 
chemist in Copenhagen desires to take up agencies for essential 
oils, drugs, waxes, articles used in technical chemical factories, 
and spices. (Reference No. 1208.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 





FRANCE. 


BOOTS AND SHOES, CORSET MATERIAL, JERSEY 
SILKS, ETC.—An agent in Paris, already representing British 
frms, desires to obtain agencies, on a commission basis, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of boots and _ shoes, corset 
material, jersey silks, etc. Correspondence may be in English. 
(Reference No. 1209.) 

TYPEWRITERS.—An agent in Paris desires to obtain 
agencies on a commission basis for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of typewriters. (Reference No. 1210.) 

ENGINEERING MATERIALS, MACHINERY, MACHINE 
TOOLS, ETC.—H.M. Commercial Counsellor, Paris, reports that 
a firm of civil engineers in Paris, with extensive connections both 
in Paris and the Provinces, desire to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of machine tools, wood-working machines, 
material for foundries, machinery for textiles, especially flax, 
hemp and jute, material for distilleries, sugar factories, breweries 
and flour mills, compressors, and ventilators. Correspondence 
may be in English. (Reference No. 1211.) 

DYNAMOS, ELECTRIC MOTORS, ETC.—H.M. Consul- 
General in Paris reports that a firm of agents in Paris desire 
© get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of dynamos, 
electric motors, and parts for repairs, rewinding, etc., with a 
view to representing them. (Reference No. 1212.) 

HARDWARE, HOUSEHOLD UTENSILS, SMALL TOOTS, 
ETC.—H.M. Consul-General, Marseilles, reports that a well- 
known agent in that town having extensive connections desires 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware of all 
kinds, such as small tools, hinges, hammers, and household 
utensils, in the South of France. (Reference “. 1213.) 











OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





BOOT LEATHER, ETC.—The British Vice-Consul at Toulouse 
reports that an agent (a lady) in that town desires to represent 
Uniied Kingdom firms dealing in leather for boot uppers; cow 
hides, patent cow hides, box calf, kid, cut soles, heeis, welts, 
stiffeners, linings, etc. (Keterence No. 1214.) 

. = should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 








ITALY. 


CALICO AND WOOLLEN CLOTH.—<An agent in Milan 
desires to represent, either on a commission basis or on his own 
account (cash 30 days), United Kingdom manuiacturers of calico 
for embroidery work and also of woollen cloth. Correspondence 
in Italian, English or French. (Reference No. 1210.) 

. — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





NETHERLANDS. 
WOOLLEN AND WORSTED GOODS AND VELVETEENS. 


—An agent at Amsterdam wishes to secure the representation, 
in Holland, of United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen and 
worsted goods, particularly suitings, coatings, tweeds, mantle- 
stuffs, velvets, velveteens and corduroys. (Reference No. 1216.) 

TEX TILES.—A firm of agents in Dordrecht desire to obtain the 
sole representation, in Holland, of Britash firms in the undermen- 
tioned lines: —Woolien and worsted dress-goods, velveteens, voiles 
and flannelette. (Reference No. 1217.) 

The Acting British Consul-General at Rotterdam reports the 
receipt of the following enquiry :— 

AXMINSTER CARPETS, CURTAINS, MUSLINS, 
CRETONNES, LINOLEUM.—A firm of Dutch agents in Utrecht 
desire to obtain the representation of United Kingdom firms 
dealing in Axminster carpets, curtains, muslins, cretonnes and 
linoleum. (Reference No. 1218.) 

. — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





POLAND. 


COTTON AND WOOLLEN YARNS AND TEXTILE 
WOOLLEN GOODS.—A Polish business man desires to get 
into touch with British firms, with a view to acting as agent 
in Poland, for the sale of cotton and wollen yarns and textile 
woollen goods. (Reference No. 1219.) 

LAMPS AND PORCELAIN WARE.—A Polish dealer in 
Lodz desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers and exporters of lamps and porcelain ware. (Reference 
No. 1220.) 

—— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





PORTUGAL. 
PENCILS AND PENHOLDERS.—A well-established British 


firm in Lisbon, already holding important British agencies, are 

desirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers of pencils 

and penholders. (Reference No. 1221.) 

: — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





SCANDINAVIA. 


YARNS AND DRY GOODS.—A wholesale commission agent 
in Copenhagen desires to obtain sole representation for Scan- 
dinavia of British manufacturers and exporters of yarns and dry 
goods. (Reference No. 1222.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





NORWAY. 

SHIRTS AND COLLARS.—An agent in wholesale dry goods 
in Bergen desires to obtain sole representation, for Norway, for 
a British manufacturer of shirts and collars. (Reference No. 


1223. 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


SWEDEN. 

AUTOMATIC MACHINES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF 
SPLIT (COTTER) PINS.—A Swedish engineer wishes to com- 
municate with a firm in the United Kingdom manufacturing 
automatic agg for the production of split (cotter) pins. 


(Reference No. 1224.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





SWEDEN, FINLAND, DENMARK. 

STRAW-PLAITS AND FELT-HOODS, LININGS, CAM- 
BRICS. VELVETEENS, ETC.—A firm of commission agents in 
Malmo desires to represent British firms in Sweden, Finland 
and Denmark for the following articles: —Straw-plaits and felt- 





hoods, linings, cambrics, buckrams, velveteens, crépe and 
grenadine for mourning, and sewing cottons. (Reference No. 
1225.) 
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| _SANITARY WARE, TILES, ELECTRIC MATERIAL, 
SPAIN. | GALVANISED IKON TUBES, ETC.—A Brazilian firm at Ports 


PATENT FOOD STUFFS AND PATENT PHARMACEU- 
TICAL PRODUCTS.—H.M. Consul-General, Barcelona, reports 
that a recently-formed Spanish company in that city, of which 
one of the joint managers is a British subject, desires to import 
patent food stuffs and patent pharmaceutical products. (Ref- 
erence No. 1226.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


rs 





SPAIN (Canary Islands). 

PROVISIONS.—H.M. Consul, Teneriffe, reports that a mer- 
chant of Santa Cruz desires to act as agent for a British 
firm exporting provisions, especially flour and grain. _Corre- 
spondence can be conducied in English. (Reference No. 1227.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





TURKEY. | | 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A business man, now in 
England, with connections in Constantinople, wishes to represent 
British firms in Constantinople. The applicant would be pre- 
pared to accept a sole agency if desired. (Reference No. 1228.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





AFRICA. 





TUNIS, 


AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED.—An officer, with experience 
in Tunis, intends to settle there and wishes to act as representa- 
tive of British manufacturers and shippers. The applicant has 
wide commercial experience, sufficient capital, and is likely to 
prove an energetic and capable agent (Reference No. 1229.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





MOROCCO (Tangier-Fez Railway). 

RAILWAY MATERIALS.—With reference to the notice which 
appeared in the “Journal” of 22nd May, regarding the con- 
struction of the Tangier-Fez railway, information has now been 
received to the effect that’ contracts have been adjudicated for 
(1) Tangier Section, (2) Section 7 or Beni M’tir Section, (3) Sec- 
tion 8 or the Sais Section. 

Firms interested in the supply of materials are invited to apply 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W°1, for the names of the successful competitors. 


(Reference No. 1230.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





HOSIERY AND SCARVES, KNITTED SILK TIES. ETC.— 
A director of an established business in Chicago with eight 
travellers on the road is at present in England, and is desirous 
of ‘getting in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
woollen knit hosiery and scarves, silks, knitted ties, etc., with 
a view to obtaining agencies. (Reference No. 1231.) 


Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


SOUTH AMERICAN PRODUCE.—A British subject in 
Buenos Aires, with 25 years’ experience of Argentine trade, states 
that he has lately become interested in the export of South 
American produce, and desires to get into touch with United 
Kingdom firms who wish to import from the Argentine, or who 
desire to appoint a buying agent there. The enquirer states that 
he is in a position to export dry and salted hides of all descrip- 
tions, lamb, goat and kid skins, hide cuttings, quebracho extract, 
and washed wool (including combed) among other commodities. 
(Reference No. 1232 


. aes should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





_—_— 





BRAZIL, 


WIRE, TIN PLATES, GALVANISED IRON, CEMENT 
AND DRUGS.—A Dutch firm in Porto Alegre, recommended 
by the British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo, are desirous 
of being appointed as sole agents (selling on own account) for 
British manufacturers of plain and barbed wire, tin plates 
galvanised iron, cement and drugs. (Reference No. 1233.) 

PRINTING REQUISITES.—A French subject at Sao Paulo, 
well recommended by the British Chamber of Commerce of 
Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil, is desirous of obtaining agencies 
for British firms for articles connected with the printing trade 
with the exception of printing ink. (Reference No. 1234.) 





Alegre, recommended by the British Chamber of Commerce 9 
Sao Paulo and Southern brazil, are desirous of importing fo, 
their own account sanitary ware in general, plain and decorated 
tiles, faience tiles, earthenware, electric material in general, 
electric lamps, galvanised iron tubes, etc. Their agency depart. 
ment is also desirous of obtaining the exclusive representation, 
in the State of Rio Grande do Sul, of British manufacturers, 
(Reference No. 1235.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





a 


CHILE. 

AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED.—A British subject, residen; 
in Chile, with long business experience in that country and 
Bolivia, and a thorough knowledge of the markets, wishes t 
get into touch with United Kingdom firms desirous of appointing 
an agent to extend their business in Latin America. (Referencg 
No. 1236.) 

‘ io should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





PANAMA. 

COTTON AND LINEN GOODS AND HATS.—The Acting 
British Consul, Colon, states that a large wholefale Chinese com. 
pany, claiming to control the greater part of the Chinese business 
on the Isthmus of Panama, desires to get in touch with British 
exporters of cotton goods, linen goods, and ladies’ and gentlemen’s 
straw and felt hats. (Reference No. 1237.) 

- — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


— 
L 





Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


ALTERATIONS TO THE EXPORT 
PROHIBITED LIST. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from 3rd December the following have been removed from 
List ‘‘A’’ of Prohibited Exports :— 

Beans of all kinds, including haricots. 
Bean flour. 

Chick peas. 

Lentil flour and meal. 

Peas, other than split peas. 
Pigeon peas. 

Locust bean meal, 

Margarine and Oleo m»*garine. 
Lupin seed, 
Fruit, fresh. 

Chicory. 

Bristles, of Kuropean origin. 
Jute, raw and carded. 

Poppy and sunflower seeds. 
Shea, Illipe and Babassu nuts, 

The following have been removed from List ‘‘A’’ of the 

Prohibited List as from 10th December :— 
Gram or dhol. 
Millet seed. 
Dried fruits except the following, which remain on 
List ‘*A’’:— 
Sultanas. 
Dried Figs. 
Raisins (except Californian seeded raisins). 
Oleaginous kernels, nuts, seeds, and products of all 
kinds except the following, which remain on List 
66 A? _—_ 
Palm kernels. 
Copra. 
Cotton seed. 
Linseed, 
Ground nuts. 
Soya beans. 
Swords and their component parts, 











RESTORINE. 


An Open General Licence has been issued permitting the 
export of Restorine to all destinations with which trading 18 
allowed. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that the 
heading, Soya Bean, Cake and Meal should be interpreted 
as including Soya Bean, Cake, Meal, and Flour. 
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December 11, 1919. 


GOVERNMENT {NOTICES ;AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


GENERAL LICENCE FOR TRADING 
WITH ENEMY NATIONALS IN 
CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 

The Board of Trade, on behalf of His Majesty, and in 
pursuance of the powers reserved in the Trading with the 
Enemy Proclamations and all other powers thereunto them 
enabling, do hereby give and grant licence to all persons 
and bodies of person vesident carrying on business or being 
in the United Kingdom to trade and have commercial and 
financial transactions with persons or bodies of persons of 
enemy nationality resident or carrying on business in China, 
sjam, Persia, Morocco, Liberia or Portuguese East Africa. 
Provided always that any licence which may be necessary 
in respect of any transaction under any prohibition of 
export or prohibition of import for the time being in force 

in the United Kingdom is first obtainea. 

Dated this 21st day of November, 1919. 


THE BOARD OF 








EXPORT OF HIDES TO LRELAND. 

The Food Controller has issued an Order—the Hides 
(Restriction of Export) Order—forbidding the export to 
Ireland of hides except under licence. Applications for 
licences must be made to the Secretary, Ministry of Food, 
Meat Section, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W.1. The 
Qrder came into force on 8th December, 1919, 











EXPORT OF INDUSTRIAL EXPLOSIVES, 
SPORTING GUNS, ETC. 

The Board of Trade announce that the present Open 
General Licence for the export of cartridges, explosives, 
double-barrelled guns, etc., has been withdrawn and an 
Open General Licence has been issued for the export ot 
industrial explosives, smooth-bore guns, and munitions for 
use therewith, to the following destinations :— 

British Possessions and Protectorates. 

I'rench Possessions and Protectorates. 

United States of America. 

South America. 

Japan and Worea. 

Asiatic Russia. 

France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Italy, 
Holland, Switzerland, Serbia, Roumania, Norway, 
Sweden, and Denmark. 

Export permitted under this Open General Licence to 
certain destinations in Africa {fs subject to the provisions 
of Article 6, Chapter 2, of the Arms Convention. A sum- 
mary of the relevant passages of the Arms Convention 
appears below. 





CONVENTION FOR THE CONTROL OF 
THE TRADE IN ARMS AND 
AMMUNITION. 

A Convention was signed on the 10th September last by 
the Allied and Associated Powers, to which all members of 
the League of Nations are to be asked to subscribe, the 
main purpose of which is to prevent the dispersal of the 
quantities of arms and ammunition which are at present 
accumulated, 

In accordance with its terms, signatory Powers are re- 
qured to prohibit the export of all arms, apparatus, and 
ammunition capable of being used tor warlike purposes to 
all destinations, and to forbid exportation entirely except 
to the Governments of other signatory Powers. 

Furthermore, a Zone is prescribed, in Chapter II. of the 
Convention, comprising :— 

|. The whole of the continent of Africa, with the ex- 
ception of Algeria, Libya, and the Union of South 
Africa; (within this area are included all islands 
situated within 100 nautical miles of the coast, to- 
gether with Princes Island, St. Thomas Island, and 
the Islands of Annobon and Socotra) ; 

2. Transcaucasia, Persia, Gwadar, the Arabian Penin- 
sula, and such continental parts of Asia as were 
included in the Turkish Empire on 4th August, 
1919 ; 

3. A maritime zone, including the Red Sea, the Gulf of 
Aden, the Persian Gulf, and the Sea of Oman, and 
hounded by a line drawn from Cape Guardafui, fol- 
lowing the latitude of that cape to its intersection 
with longitude 57 degrees east of Greenwich, and 
proceeding thence direct to the eastern frontier of 
Persia in the Gulf of Oman; 

to which exports of all arms and ammunition—for sporting 
as well as military purposes—is to be prohibited unless 
under special licence, and throughout which close super- 
Vision is to be exercised on the sale and transfer of all 
arms and ammunition. 

_The complete text of the Convention (French and Eng- 
lish) has been published by the Foreign Office as ‘“ Treaty 
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Series. No, 12 (1919)’’—reference number Cmd. 414, price 
3d. per copy, exclusive of postage; and copies may be ob- 
tained through the channels intimated on the cover of this 
Journal. 

In this connection traders are reminded that the export 
of arms and ammunition from this country is prohibited 
except under licence. The terms of a General Licence 
authorising the exportation of sporting guns and cartridges 
therefore to certain destinations appear above. 


POSTAL SECTION 
MAILS FOR TRISTAN DA CUNHA. 


The Postmaster-General announces that an opportunity 
for the despatch of Letter and Parcel Mails to Tristan da 
Cunha will occur towards the end of the present month in 
connection with the proposed call at the Island of H.M.S. 
“New Zealand.’’ The mails will be despatched to Rio de 
Janeiro for onward transmission by H.M.S. ‘New 
Zealand.’’ The date of despatch will be announced later, 
but correspondence should be posted as soon as possible. 

The rates of postage to be prepaid on correspondence for 
Tristan da Cunha are as follows :— 

Letters: 1}d. first ounce and Is. each ounce after. 

Printed papers: jd. per two ounces, 

Parcels: Up to 3 Ib. 1ls., 3 1b. to 7 1b. 2s., 7 Ib. to 11 Ib. 3s. 











CHRISTMAS PARCELS FOR TROOPS. 

The Postmaster-General announces that parcels intended 
for Christmas delivery to the troops in France and Flanders 
and the Army of the Rhine should be posted in time for 
despatch from London not later than 13th December; 
letters not later than 19th December. 





INDIAN MAIL DELAYED. 


The Postmaster-General announces that the Indian Mail 
which left Bombay on 15th November has been delayed, anid 
is not expected in London before 16th instant. 


FOOD SECTION. 
CHEESE PRICES. 


The Food Controller has decided, in view of the necessity 
of maintaining the operations of the Ministry of Food in 
Cheese on a selt-supporting basis, to raise the maximum retail 
price of home-made hard cheese, issued through the Govern- 
ment Cheese Pool, by 2d. per lb. The increase took effect 
on and from Tuesday, 9th December. 1t is pointed out that 
the maximum retail price now established for Home Cheese, 
1.c,, ls. 8d. per ib., is the same as that which was in force 
throughout last winter in respect of all Government cheese, 
both home and imported. A Direction, dated 4th December, 
has accordingly been made by the Food Controller, under 
the Cheese (Distribution) Order, 1918, and the Direction 
issued thereunder on &th March, 1918, has been revoked, so 
far as it concerns Government Cheese manufactured in the 
United ixingdom. 











CHANGE OF BACON WHOLESALERS. 

The Food Controller announces that all retailers who are 
registered as retailers of bacon under the Bacon, Ham and 
Lard (Distribution) Order, 1917, and who purchase from 
wholesalers and not from approved agents ot the Ministry, 
will be allowed on application to the Food Office to change 
their wholesale suppliers during the fortnight, 7th December 
to 20th December, 1919, without having to give reasons fcr 
the desired change. Between these dates retailers whose 
total requirements of bacon and hams per week do not exceed 
o cwt. may nominate a second supplier if their weekly re- 
quirements exceed 3 cwt. 

PUTTER RATION REDUCED. 

The Food Coutroller announces that as a result of his 
inability to purchase supplies of butter from certain sources 
on which he had counted, the available and expected sup- 
plies do not justify a continuance of the present ration 
without running the risk of so serious a depletion of stocks 
in the near future as to make it impossible to maintain any 
guaranteed ration. He has accordingly decided that it is 
necessary to reduce the butter ration from the present figure 
of 14 oz. per head per week to 1 oz. per head per week, as 
from Monday, 15th December. The ration will be main- 
tained at this figure until further notice. A corresponding 
reduction will be made in the supplies of butter to establish- 
ments. 

The Food Controller desires to remind the public that 





, the purchase or receipt of butter from Ireland is prohibited 
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by the Butter (Ireland) Order, 1918, and steps are taken 
to prevent any attempt to infringe this Order. The Ministry 
ot Food is purchasing all the butter available for export 
irom Lreland, and this butter is being issued to the public 
ws part of the weekly ration. 


a 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICKNCES. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. LL of the Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 265, of 1918 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 
of Trade to undermentioned companies or individuals :—- 
Affleck, William Arthur, trading as W. A. Aiileck and Co., 

3, Cook Street, Liverpool. 
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Gibbons, Skinner and Co., 30, Wharf Road, City Road, N,} 

Henderson, Robert Charles, ‘trading as Barton, Hendersoy 
and Co., 20, Byward Street, E.C. 3. 

Power, J. and Co., Ltd., 54, Gracechurch Street, E.C. 3. 

SIZES LN rE XC ESS OF 
DEMAND. 


The Controller of Timber Supplies announces that Timbe 
of the following sizes is held in stock by the Imported 
Timber Disposal Section, Board of Trade, in excess of the 
demands for such sizes. He also understands that a similg, 
position obtains in the case of privately held stocks, The 
Controller therefore suggests, in order that the cost of 
building material may be kept to the lowest figure, that 
persons contemplating building should endeavour to arrange 
to use a larger proportion than usual of such sizes for con: 
struction purposes :— 

23 if 631,23 x6, 2x 6,2x 43,1x 
Ix 4/5 (T. ‘and G, flooring), 


TIMBER 


1/5 (unplaned boards), 


H.M. Commercial Counsellors, Secretaries, Etc. 


The following is a list of the Commercial Diplomatic Appointments which have been made up to date. It 


must be understood that the list is not final, as certain additional appointments are under consideration. 
‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ as soon as they are made, and the list as printed at 
Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets. 


will be announced in the ° 
present will be amended accordingly. 


EUROPE. 
rR ANCE. 
Commercial Counsellor, 


J. Addison, H.B.M. Embassy, 


Paris. (‘‘Commintell, Paris.’’) 
Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 


Paris. (‘ ‘Commintell, Paris.’’) 
BELGIUM. 


R. F. H. Duke, M.B.E., Acting Commercial Secretary, 30, 


Embassy, 


Boulevard de Waterloo, Brussels. (‘‘Commintell, 
Bruxelles.’’) 

H. Kershaw, Commercial Secretary, 8, rue Belliard, 
Brussels. (‘‘Commintell, Bruxelles.’’) 


SWITZERLAND. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary, 
Berne. (‘‘Commintell, Berne.’’) 
NETHERLANDS. 
R. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary, 16, Ketting- 
straat, The Hague. (‘‘Commintell, Hague.’ ’) 
DENMARK. 
hk. M. Turner, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 


H.B.M. Legation, 


Copenhagen. (‘‘Commintell, Copenhagen.’’) 
NORWAY 
C. L. Paus, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Christiania. 
SPAIN. 


Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (““Commintell, Madrid.’’) 


PORTUGAL. 
Geoffrey Salis, Commercial Secretary. (Now on his way 
to Lisbon.) 
ITALY. 


Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Rome. 
W. H. Haslam, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 


Rome. 
GREECE. 

EK. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Athens. (‘‘Commintell, Athens.’’) 

ROUMANIA. 

A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, 33, Strada General 
Gh. Manu (fosta Verde), Bucarest. (‘“‘Commintell, 
Bucarest.’’) 

POLAND. 
R. E. Kimens, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 


(‘‘Commintell, Warsaw.’’) 


RUSSIA. 
. Picton Bagge, Commercial] Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
"ean of Overseas Trade.) 
TURKEY. 
Capt. C. H. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary, 
c/o British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 
(‘‘Commintell, Constantinople.’’) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

J, J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. (‘‘Commintell, Washington.’’) 

Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, Washington. (‘‘Commintell, 
Washington.’’) 


Legation, Warsaw. 


1 hese 


iat AMERICA. 
ARGENTINA. 
H. 0. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Buenos Aires. (‘‘Commintell, Buenos Aires.’’) 
Capt. E. C. Buxton, Commercial Secretary. (‘‘Commintell, 
Buenos Aires.’’) (Now at the Department of Overseas 
Trade.) 
BRAZIL. 
KE Hambloch, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘Commintell, Rio de Janeiro.’’) 
K. Compton, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘Commintell, Rio de Janeiro.’’) 
CHILI. 
W. I. V. Scott, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 


Santiago. 
PERU AND ECUADOR. 
I, W. Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Lima. (‘‘Commintell, Lima.’’) 


FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 


H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Con- 
mercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintell, 
Shanghai.’’) 

C. A. W. Rose, C.1.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Peking. (‘‘Commintell, Peking.’’) 


HONGKONG. 
H. J. Brett, Commercial Secretary, New Government 
Building, Hongkong. (‘‘Commintell, Hongkong.’’) 


JAPAN. 

E. T, F. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. (‘‘Commin- 
tell, Yokohama.’’) (Now at Department of Overseas 
Trade.) 

H. A. F. Horne, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Commer- 
cial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. (‘‘Commintell, 
Yokohama.’’) 


EGYPT. 
E. H. Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent, c/o The 
Residency, Cairo, Egypt. (‘‘Commintell, Cairo.’’) 


AUSTRIA. 
0. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., H.M. Commercial Commissioner, 
c/o British Embassy, Vienna. 


BULGARIA. 
‘apt. W. B. Heard, Commercial Commissioner, c/o British 
.egation, Sofia. 


GERMANY 
‘ol. J. W. F. Thelwall, M.C., H.M. Commercial Commis- 
sioner, British Military Mission, Berlin. (‘‘Britcom- 
missar, Berlin.’’) 
Major C. J, Kavanagh, Commercial Commissioner, 


Hotel Monopole, Cologne. 


HUNGARY. 
R. J. E. Humphreys, Commercial Commissioner. 
Department of Overseas Trade.) 


(Now at 
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Commercial Returns. 


UNITED KINGDOM, 
FOREIGN TRADE IN NOVEMBER, 1919, 
table shows the value of the external trade in 


The following August, 1919, compared with particulars for a year 


earlier :— 


Month ended 30th November. 
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latest sale value of such goods. 


known as the ‘‘ free on board’’ values. 





a 





* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight. 




















: Exports Value (F. 0.B.t). 
| s 
Imports (Value C.I.F.*). aid _ cay | FORRIGN AND COLONIAL 
| Unirep Kixnepom. MERCHANDISE. 
1918. 19196 1918. 1919 1918, 1919, 
—_ £ £ £ £ | £ £ 
peed, Seek, one wnaeee- 13,133,465 16,077,476 36,258 216,554 | 19,288 968,237 
B. Meat, including Animals for F — 11,020,433 8,715,271 18,843 67,859 | 413,522 331,092 
C. Other Food and Drink : aoa | 
1) Non-dutiabl 8,721,390 12,463,598 niin | 199,307 1,364,963 
ri —" 8,497,131 18,755,045 |} 723,604 3,264,806 |{ “57'699 ~—1356,204 
PD. Tobacco ‘ 1,729,890 4,880,857 401,083 669,343 | 2,645 229,151 
Total, Class I. 43,102,309 60,892,247 1,179,788 4,218,562 | 692,454 . 4,249,647 
| 
I]—Raw so F ia Articles Mainly Un- | 
manufacturea— inate ——— ies tint] 
A. Coal, Coke, and Manufactured Fucl — 35503 4,327,379 | 9,618,432 cay Pag 
B. Iron Ore, Scrap Iron and Steel 1,018,036 911,969 7,817 | 26,320 Bir 3,000 
C. Other Metallic Ores 2,034,585 922,028 332 | 6,350 86,897 43,619 
D Wood poe ta a - 2,016,782 7,289, 342 56,369 | 56,522 1.979 107,083 
E. Cotton 16,548,427 17,565,454 — _ 5,000 1,988,879 
F Wool .. 4,348,540 8,815,368 133,125 936,477 328,673 4,140,171 
!. Other Textile M 1 . 4,487,450 4,873,870 7,363 80,526 250,396 382,457 
iH Oi » bow Nuts, steriale and Gums 13,067,056 | 12,286,896 67,815 1,608,460 52,522 1, 388, 760 
I. Hides and Vadreased Skins .. 1,859,361 | 2,195,697 33,342 | 199,112 | 166,394 1,422,831 
J. Paper-making Materials 972,543 1,467,196 38,145 | 122,923 7,409 © 1,645 
T Wicllamseus 2,657,603 | 3,922,133 100,730 | 330,127 308,617 | 2,315,931 
Total, Clase II. 49,017,383 | 60,253,456 | 4,772,417 | 12,942,249 | 1,207,887 | 11,794,876 
—Articl Wholl or in pa | = ay ‘ ‘ > ~ 6 4E6 > | ‘ at 
- ‘~o aa ee i ee wane 710,747 | = 1,057,811 3,183,086 | 6,093,812 | 113,552 | 30,793 
B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof .. 5,378,675 | 2,325,045 764,786 | 2,081,287 44, 84 | 923,586 
. Cutlery, ' t | adele oy 
C. Cut litastenee 8 (except Machine 524,074 779,553 414,832. 956,810 75,138 | 226,269 
. Electrical Good d A | | | — | “ 
- eer ant Urinal Win than | 90,506 | 49,759 144,313} 708,802 9,270 | 4,548 
E. Machinery ; 1,026,811 | 813,639 1,211,590 | 3,764,303 | 11,898 | 135,280 
Fr Ships (new) .. 77 | 1,325 6,592 | 688,105 | — | 3h 
: f ia J ites 
G — oo 0 Wood and Timber (i (including 88,268 398,736 32,813 | 136,792 316 | 18,935 
H. Y d le Fi | —_ aan. 
ee ony abries: 427,308 729,670 | 15,455,330 | 25,317,377 67,386 | 209,104 
(2) Wool 15,371 | 672,552 5,086,459 | 10,470,795 | 31,611 | 105,297 
(3) Silk . 1,354,742 | 1,808,595 218,130 402,055 | 119,467 | 341,712 
(4) Other Materials 504,673 1,576.057 751,688 2.644,390 | 60,842 | 416,44] 
I. Apparel 260,476 664,920 1,119,530 1,969,148 | 3,343 | 23,572 
J. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours 3,394,144 1,922,471 2,016,817 2,865,786 | 201,311 | 584,518 
K. Leather and Manufactures thereof ] | — - | 
Gloves, but excluding Beste and aloe 1,582,020 | 3,106,958 yl — aah | ‘aoe £97,506 
L. Earthenware and Glass... 18,262 | 532,519 327,994 525,797 | 876 | 12,662 
M. Paper . 276,425 | ‘1,580,133 215,897 | 407. 143 | 514 | 17,056 
N. Railway Carria d Truck on): | aad 
‘ allway on pe and, Trucks (not of Tron) 751,830 | 677,150] 411,079 | «1,911,344 4,092 57,274 
0. Miscellaneous . . hi "" | 7.994,358 3,151,306 3,271,305 6,522,547 164,567 | 617,310 
Total, Class III... 6. 0... | 23,628,857 | 21,848,199 | 34,737,108 | 68,695,324 1,017,103 | 4,221,427 
IV.—Miscellaneous and wnenned (including | | 
Parcel Post)  .. <a .. | 1,022,031 571,005 | 2,529,566 | 1,253,872 206 | 983 
Tora. 116,770,580 | 148,564,907 | 48,218,879 | 87,110, 007 2,917,650 | 20,266,933 











——_ 


iv, when goods are consigned for sale, the 


+ The values of the exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and are 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS — continued. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THER WEEKLY RETURN. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 49 weeks ended 4th December, 
1919 :— 

Week 19 Weeks Week [49 Weeks 
ended j ended ended ended 


4th Dec., Ath Dec.,, 4th Dec., 4th Dec., 
1919. ¢ 1919. 1919. 1919. 





IMPORTS. 


Bales. Bales. } Bales. Bales. 
American = . 145,700 2,533,178 | 1,948 44,283 
Brazilian - ; — 17,573 205 1589 
East Indian .. .. 4,445 146,011 4.436 | 60,225 
Egyptian |; .. -. 26,045 496,296 | 3,263 73,701 
Miscellaneous . 5,225 = 244,021F) 1,05] 18,737 


Expo)RTs. 








Total .» 181,415 3,437,079 | 10,903 198,535 


*Including 57 bales British West Indian, 369 bales British 
West African, and 30 bales British East African. 

Including 7,282 bales British West Indian, 13,708 baies 
Rritish West African, 19,151 bales British East African, and 
~12 bales Foreign East African. 


_ 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 6th 
December, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


* 


Average Price. 





Wheat. 


d. 8. d. s. dt 
108 il 55 10 


Barley. Oats. 





-J 


8. 
Week ended 6th Dec., 1919 ..) 72 
Corresponding week in— 
912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 


29 19 
26 : | 8 
29 11 =| «26 
47 10 | 30 
65 6 | 44 
58 7 | 43 
62 6 5] 





—~_~m + © 
—_—w—- ww 


— 
ele SO mle re 
_ oO 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of oats. 


ttt 
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CEREAL CROPS OF 1919. 

Details for each of the cereal crops, wheat, rye, barley, oats 
and maize, are furnished in the November Bulletin of the Inter- 
national Institute of Agriculture (Rome) for the countries men- 
tioned, and some important information also follows, with regard 
to rates of ocean freight, and as to the present outlook for the 
season of 1920. 





WHEAT. 

The wheat crop of 1919 in Spain, France, England, and Wales, 
Scotland, Italy, Netherlands, Roumania, Switzerland, Canada, 
United States, British India. Japan and Tunis is estimated at 
555 million quintals, a quantity representing only about 55 per 
cent. of the aggregate vield of the chief cereal throughout the 
world, as data from Russia and Central Europe are still unavail- 
able, and the Southern Hemisphere crops are not vet matured. 
The above estimate indicates a deficiency of 39 million quintals 
6.5 per cent.) as compared with similar returns for 1918 and of 
20 million quintals (3.5 per cent.) in comparison with the average 
from 1913 to 1917. 

Data are also to hand as regard the yields in 1919 for Belgium, 
Rohemia, Guatemala, Corea and Algeria, which aggregate about 15 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS — continued. 





willion quintals, but in the absence of the relative figureg fo 
previous seasons, COMPArisons cannot be made. 


RYE. 


tye has an aggregate yield in Spain, France, Italy, Nethe. 
lands, Roumania, Switzerland, Canada and the United States 
amounting to nearly 44 million quintais. This figure indicate, 
a decrease of 2 million quintals (4.1 per cent.) on the estimates 9 
1918, but an increase of 8 million quintals (24.0 per cent.) gg 
compared with the average trom 1913 to 1917. 

The yield in Belgium and Bohemia amounting to 9 million 
quintals in 1919 has not been included, in the absence of corp. 
sponding previous data. 

DARLEY. 


The aggregate yield of barley in Spain, France, England and 
Wales, Scotland, Italy, Netherlands, Roumania, Switzerland 
Canada, United States, Japan and Tunis is estimated at 19 
million quintals for 1919 or 14 million quintals (10.7 per cent, 
below the outturn in 1918 but 2 millions 1.8 per cent.) larger 
than the average from 1913 to 1917. 

The data for Belgium, Bohemia, Corea and Algeria furnish g 
total of about 17 million quintals but cannot be included, ag 
previous returns are at present unavailable. 


OATS. 


The total vield of oats in Spain, France, England, Wales, Seot. 
land, Italy, Netherlands, Roumania, Switzerland, Canada, United 
States, Japan and Tunis for 1919 is 303 million quintals, being 
58 millions (16.2 per cent.) less than in 1918, and 32 million (9.7 
per cent.) less than the average from 1913 to 1917. 

The yields in Belgium, Bohemia and Algeria amounting t 
about 10 million quintals are not included, for reasons already 
cited. 

MAIZE. 


Estimates of the maize crop of 1919 are furnished from Spain, 
Italv, Roumania, Switzeriand, Canada, United States and the 
latest totals indicate an aggregate of 794 million quintals, the 
United States accounting for 739 millions of this quantity. Com. 
pared with the crops of 1918, there is an increase of 102 million 
quintals (14.8 per cent.) and of 33 millions (4,4 per cent.) in 
relation to the average 1913 to 1917. 

After very small crops in 1918, during enemy occupation, 
Roumania has resumed its normal production of maize, in 1919. 


RIceE. 

The rice crop of Spain, Italy, United States, Guatemala, 
Japan, and Corea in 1919 furnished an aggregate of 120 million 
quintals, showing a decrease of 14 million quintals as compared 
with 1918, and of 14 million from the average 1913 to 1917. The 
rice data refer only to a small percentage of the world’s 
production. 

LINSEED. 


The linseed crop of Italy, Roumania, Canada, United States, 
sritish India, Japan and Tunis in 1919 was 7 million quintals, 
showing a deficiency of 4.2 million quintals (38.1 per cent.)-as 
compared with 1918 and 4,4 millions (39,1 per cent.) on the 
average from 1913 to 1917 


GENERAL. 


The Bulletin also includes information as to production of sugar 
in the United States and Guatemala, in British and Dutch India, 
in Egypt and South Africa, and as to the coming cotton crop in 
British India. 

Other data comprised in the Bulletin under review deal with 
hops, hemp, potatoes, sugar beet, vines, tobacco and _ cotton, 
also with live stock statistics of the Netherlands and of New 
Zealand, 

At the beginning of November, so far as notified, the autumn 
sown wheat piant was in good condition in France, Great Britain 
and the United States. 

The United States Department of Agriculture has recommended 
the American farmers to reduce the area sown for the wheat a 
rve crops of 1920 by 15 per cent. As will be seen from the tables 
of the Institute’s Bulletins, unless the rate of exportation of 
wheat. and rye increases considerably, there will apparently be 
much of the 1919 crops still awaiting disposal in the United 
States next summer. 

Turning to the tables of prices, the comparisons have now 
hecome very interesting, as Government control is almost con- 
fined to wheat and quotations for the other cereals are those of 
free markets. 

FReIGHTS. 

Similarly, ocean rates of freight for wheat are stili largely 
subject to Inter Allied Government control: the tables show that 
such rates are from 300 per cent. to 500 per cent. over pre-war 
figures for the same voyages, even where controlled. Uncontrolled 
tonnage can obtain a further and very large enhancement, for 
destinations outside French, Italian and British ports, all 
which enjoy thus a notable preference as regards wheat 
flour importations. 

A freight quotation for grain from the Danube to Western 
Europe is noted for the first time since 1913, the rate being 
more than seven times that current in the pre-war period. 




















